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BAINBRIDGE ISLAND
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
Newsletter
News from the
Board
August 2017 - What is
NOT Happening
The following regularly
scheduled activities will not
occur in August:
✦

Newsletter

✦

Skill Building Special
Interest Group - 2nd Friday

✦

Monthly Program Meeting
- 3rd Friday

✦

Board Meeting

✦

Evening Discussion Group
- 3rd Monday

Great Britain Special Interest
Group will meet on August
4th. We’ll be back to regular
meetings in September. If
you are needing a
genealogy boost, consider
attending the Northwest
Genealogical Conference in
Arlington, Washington,
including a Free Beginning
Genealogy Class on
Bainbridge Island Genealogical Society

Member’s Corner
Another DNA Find for the Nelson-Tripp
Family!
by Sylvia Nelson
Two years ago this month I attended the funeral of my
second cousin’s husband. My mother’s last surviving cousin
came up from California to attend the funeral, and we
arranged to meet on the day following the funeral. We went
through our Great-Aunt Lucy’s chest, now in my second
cousin’s possession. In that chest was a box of letters Aunt
Lucy had received from her two nephews during WWII. I was
interested in the ones from my uncle in Hawaii, and my
second cousin was interested in the ones from her uncle in
San Diego.
One of the first letters I read was from my uncle telling Aunt
Lucy about his fiancé, Bette, and how much they loved one
another, but that her mother was against her marrying a
“soldier boy,” and that she was too young to marry in the
first place. In the next letter, he told Aunt Lucy that he had
been out in the Pacific for several months, and that when he
returned to Hawaii, he discovered that Bette and her mother
and brother were leaving for the mainland the following day.
Several weeks later he received a letter from Bette telling
him she was going to be a mother. He said he told Bette to
contact Aunt Lucy, and that she would help her get settled;
that he would send $100 a month to her - almost his entire
pay check! He said he was not ashamed, that they really
loved one another.
This was in June, 1944.
I remember seeing a picture of a woman identified as
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Wednesday, August 18 from
1:00 PM to 4:30 PM. Check
Local Events in this
newsletter and on our
website.

Betty Wiese
President

Tip of the Month!
In his Blog, “Back door
man,” John Grenham
reminds us how to
effectively use the
Catalogue Search feature
at Family Search. He
writes:
“Don’t go in the front
door. Go around the
house and sneak in
through the back door,
the catalogue. Try this for
an experiment. Go to
https://familysearch.org/
catalog/search and just

enter Ireland in the Place
box. No fewer than two
hundred and fifty-one
separate categories pop
up.”
For more of this insightful
tip go to Grenham’s Blog
at
https://
www.johngrenham.com/
blog/2017/07/03/backdoor-man/

Bainbridge Island Genealogical Society

“Bette” in one of my parent’s photo albums. My mother said
she was my uncle’s girlfriend in Hawaii. By the time I was
looking at the photo album, my uncle was married to
someone other than Bette, and was the father of four
children.
Being an amateur genealogist and just plain nosy, I went
looking for Bette. I found information on her in census
records in Hawaii, high school yearbooks, and numerous
passenger records. I found that her father was from Canada,
a WWI veteran, and that her mother was born in Seattle. I
noted that Bette and her mother left Hawaii in June and
returned the following February. It occurred to me that
perhaps there might be someone out there who would be
looking for birth parents or grandparents. Oddly enough, I
had just had my male cousin’s DNA test done to further
prove our Putnam/Putman line, my DAR patriot’s line.
That was two years ago. Last month I received the following
notice through ancestry DNA:
HI shn98110.
I just received the results of my DNA from
Ancestry.com, and it said we are 1st cousins. I was
adopted at birth in Los Angeles, CA, and know
nothing of my family history. My birth mother’s name
was Betty Barton (that is what my birth certificate says,
but don't know if it is real). Amazing that we live so
close. I live in Port Townsend WA, and you are on
Bainbridge Island. If you want to get in touch by email
with each other my name is Sarah ______________. I
am 72 yrs old and the DNA says I am English and
Irish. Seems like a lot of the matches are from
Canada. Let me know if you want to get in touch with
each other. I have no idea about my family other than
what the DNA says. If you are not interested I totally
understand. thank you
My eyes and ears twitched!! Could this person be the child
of my uncle and his fiancé, Bette? I immediately wrote back,
and said that if she is who I think she is, then I have a lot of
information for her. She also matched my son’s DNA!
After a few emails, we met in Poulsbo. Our DNA guru, Sue
Hassenmiller, went with me. The minute Sarah walked
through the door, I knew she was my cousin. She looks a lot
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like my mother and my cousin (now
deceased), and had many characteristics of
my uncle and his son.
Sue and I uploaded all tests to gedmatch
(mine and my son’s in addition to ancestry,
and my male cousin’s, were on ftDNA). The
matches were overwhelming! The
centimorgans were well over 1700 for her
half-brother, and high for me and my son. I
sent Sarah an invitation to view my tree on
Ancestry. She was overwhelmed to have so
large a family! Her adoptive parents, her
adoptive brother, and her husband and son
have all passed away. She has a daughter and
granddaughter in Oregon. Her adoptive
father’s family became estranged after he and
her mother divorced, and he passed away.
Next was to tell my cousins that they have a

half-sister. They already knew about the
letters. So, I wrote to them. Two of them were
ecstatic, but the third a little hesitant. She is
the youngest of the three girls, and older than
her brother. I am happy to report, though,
that she has come around and is now excited
to meet her new sister.
Sarah wrote recently:
I am still in shock after all these years of
wondering who I came from....
Sarah and I have become good friends, like
family! I am getting ready to introduce all of
them via email so they can all talk and write
before we all get together. I am extremely
pleased that my DNA tests were out there,
and that I actually was able to help someone
find her family!

If you'd like to share your story in a future BIGS newsletter, please contact Sue Hassenmiller.

Meetings
Until further notice, our monthly meetings will be held at the LDS Church, 8677 Madison Ave.
NE, Bainbridge Island. Park on the Northwest side of the building, and enter through the
Northwest corner door by the bike racks.
Friday, July 21, 10:00 AM to Noon

Presented by Jill Morelli
The Genealogical Proof Standard for Everyone

Friday, September 15, 10:00 AM to Noon

Presented by Michelle Goodrum
Cluster Research Using the FAN Principle
(Family/Friends, Associates, Neighbors)
Contact Historian Betsy Hettich for presentation handouts.
The complete meeting schedule is on our website.

Bainbridge Island Genealogical Society
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Special Interest Groups
For BIGS Members Only
Upcoming SIG meetings in chronological order.
All meetings will be held at the LDS Church, unless otherwise noted.
Go to our website for the complete schedule.

Skill Building, second Friday of the month
Friday, July 14, 10 AM to Noon,
Topic: Using Family Search Catalog
Leader: Joleen Aitchison
Evening Discussion Group (EDG), third Monday of the month
Monday, July 17, 7 PM to 9 PM, Homestreet Bank on Hildebrand Lane
No August meeting
Topic: Active problem solving and updates on research progress
Leaders: Mary Ferm and Sue Elfving
Great Britain, first Friday of the month
No Meeting in July
next meeting Friday, August 4, 10 AM to Noon
Leader: Joleen Aitchison
New England Mid-Atlantic, quarterly
Next Meeting September
Topic: Covers New England plus NY, NJ, and PA
Leader: Mary Ferm

Happening Around the Sound
While local societies are on summer break, it’s a great time to visit near-by
libraries. The following libraries are open. Why not partner-up for a day-trip and
picnic?
The Fiske Library has added 41 new titles to its library, covering topics in New
England (3), Middle Atlantic (4), Family Genealogies (18), American West (8),
Canada (4), European Resources (12), Reference (9) 206-328-2716 or https://
fiskelibrary.org

Bainbridge Island Genealogical Society
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Genealogy Center at Kitsap Regional Library on Sylvan Way in Bremerton
http://www.pusogensoc.org/psgs/about/genealogy-center/
Heritage Quest Research Library in Sumner, WA https://hqrl.com/
Poulsbo Family History Center - https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/
Poulsbo_Washington_Family_History_Center
Seattle Public Library, http://www.spl.org/library-collection/articles-andresearch/genealogy
August 16-19, Arlington, WA
Northwest Genealogical Conference https://stillygen.org/cpage.php?pt=50
Free Beginning Genealogy Class on Wednesday, August 16, 1 PM to 4:30 PM
Email nwgc@stillygen.org for further information and registration forms.
SAVE THE DATE Saturday September 16 More information coming about Jefferson County Genealogy Society’s SuperDuper Fall Seminar for a $10.00 Donation.

New Website Links
New Links!
A new page has been added to the BIGS website titled New Links. Here you will find
new links that have recently been added all in one place to peruse at your pleasure.
Below is the link that was added in June.
Oregon Historical Society Digital Collections
Enjoy!

Pat Scott
Newsletter Editor

BIG

FACEBOOK

BIGS Website

Bainbridge Island Genealogical Society

5

