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Member’s Corner 
A Monumental Save 
Contributed by Sharon Soames 

In 2010 my daughter, Alicia Hardt, 
and I began a gentle journey into 
researching many branches of the 
Piper-Soames and Johnson-
Newquist (my ancestors) families. 
Alicia made lots of headway and 
discoveries on Ancestry.com and I 
had boxes and bins of pictures and 
tapes and documents to help steer 
us along different paths. Several 
years later, Gary Newquist, a cousin 
in Southern California with lots of 
family connections started his own 
research and we began sharing 
stories, the pictures for 
identification of the relatives, 
discoveries we made, and worked 

on the family tree. We really gained ground with the group effort. 

Knowing that my grandparents, Arvid Nathaneal Nyqvist and 
Hannah Kristina Olsson (Olsdatter) both lived in Varmland, 
Sweden and were registered in the Sunne Lutheran Church, Alicia 
contacted the church in 2011. Lena responded back with a wealth 
of information. As part of the state church, birth and other vital 
records were gathered and stored there.  

As part of Lena’s gracious, helpful service, she went out into the 
church cemetery and took a picture and also did a hand drawing 
of my great grandparents, Jan Nyqvist and Maria Nyqvist’s 
(Nilsson), headstone. The monument had darkened and was 
covered with lichen from years of weathering having been placed 
in 1909 when Maria died at 51 years of age. Jan was buried with 

News from the 
Board

Welcome Back 

We hope you had a safe and 
enjoyable summer. Maybe 
you've been "visiting" 
ancestors by walking in their 
footsteps or learning more 
about how they lived.  
Maybe you enjoyed the 
harvest of your garden, 
caught up on summertime 
reading, or shared the 
wonders of a not-so-smoky 
Pacific NW with friends or 
family. 

Coming Attractions  

Learn about using fashion 
styles over time to help date 
our photographs at our 
September 13th Skill 
Building SIG:  Changing 
Clothes:  Use Fashion Styles 
as Clues to Date your 
Photographs with BIGS 
member Susan Strawn.  

We will continue exploring 
this topic at the October 11 
Skill SIG as an informal 
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her in 1938. 

My parents had been back to Sweden to visit in the 1980s and 
found the Nyqvist and Olson’s homesteads. In 2015, my cousin, 
Deb Newquist, journeyed from So. California to Sunne, met up with 
some relatives still living in the area, and found the headstone in 
the cemetery and the same house that Jan and Maria and my 
grandfather, Arvid, and five siblings lived in. Jan remarried and 
Kristen Jansson lived there, too. 

Several months ago, my son Dylan and his wife Jen, went to 
Sweden on a business trip. Dylan works for Jeff Bezos at Blue 
Origin where he is an engineer designing and creating the engines 
for the rocket ships under development and testing to transport 
passengers into space. Dylan was in Sweden looking at a very 
specialized machine the company needed for production. I gave 
Dylan the information he needed to contact our relative there and 
also to find the church. The relative was sick so was unable to take 
Dylan to his great, great grandfather’s house, but he did find the 
church and the headstone of Jan and Maria Nyqvist.   

discussion and opportunity to 
practice what we've learned 
with our own photos. 

Learn more about the paths 
our immigrant ancestors took 
at our September 20th 
program meeting with 
Immigration Paths, presented 
by Laura Pemberton Sparr. 
Since the vast majority of our 
ancestors came from 
elsewhere, this is an 
important part of our 
research.  

October 26 is BIGS 2nd 
annual Family History 
day. The event team is hard at 
work getting ready so the 
public can take advantage of 
one-to-one time with a 
knowledgeable BIGS 
member to understand what 
their DNA testing means or 
get assistance with a family 
research problem. There will 
also be two concurrent "How 
to get Started in Genealogy" 
sessions to help those 
interested take the next few 
steps. 

If you are interested in 
helping as a greeter, a 
timekeeper, or working the 
information desk, please let 
Betsy Hettich know at 
bhettich@hotmail.com.  

Betty Wiese 
President 

JAN NYQVIST SUNNE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

mailto:bhettich@hotmail.com%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
mailto:bhettich@hotmail.com%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
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Dylan noticed the green marker (see first photo) 
in the ground in front of the monument. He 
inquired as to the meaning of the marker and 
learned that after 75+ years, if there is little 
visitation or interest in the deceased buried 
there, it gets marked for reassignment for the 
internment of others.  

Dylan informed me of the intent to remove the 
headstone and extricate from our family’s history 
the visual memory of a man whose legacy to his 
descendants included the belief that “To live is 
Christ, to die is gain,” inscribed in the headstone. 
To actually stand where a family member is 
buried and to see a name and date on a 
monument is such a spiritual connection. That 
headstone says to those descendants who seek it 
out: “Because I lived, so do you.” Headstones 
matter in that way, and some who scatter their 
loved one’s ashes later have remorse that they 
have no specific place to tangibly go to honor 
their loved one and remember. It matters greatly 
to many of us researching our family origins and 
legacies to see the headstone, a monument to a 
life to whom we are connected.  It matters a great 

deal to our family even though few of us have 
ever had the opportunity to visit the gravesite 
with frequency. In fact, we were a bit shocked 
that once a person is buried and a headstone 
placed, at least in Sweden, it does not remain in 
perpetuity.  

I rallied some of the extended Newquist (Nyqvist) 
clan and a few of us emailed the church of our 
desire to keep the headstone in place. It was not 
an elaborate, difficult, insurmountable effort to 
achieve. We had to assign new owners to the 
gravesite and headstone that would remain for 
the next 25 years. No charge. After that, the 
ownership needs to be renewed every 15 years 
for 500SEK or about $52. Dylan and Alicia 
became the new co-owners chosen because they 
have a chance at greater longevity than me. 
Maybe I’ll hit 95. Not sure. I’ll probably have my 
own headstone by then. 

Dylan’s business trip to Sweden was 
serendipitous or more in our family’s line of 
thinking, a divine, providential appointment. In 
any case it was a huge, monumental save! 
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Local Genealogy Resources – within an hour of home 
If you are new to genealogy research, you may have done most of your searching on Ancestry.com or 
another genealogy website. If you are ready to expand your research methods, you might be interested to 
know that there are several great resources within an hour of Bainbridge. Maybe it is time for a field trip! 

1. Sylvan Way Library, 1301 Sylvan Way, Bremerton 
The Puget Sound Genealogical Society maintains a collection of resources in the Genealogical Center at the 
Sylvan Way branch of the Kitsap Regional Library. Volunteers are available to assist you, and are happy to 
give you a “getting started” orientation. Their genealogical research collection includes books and 
periodicals from each state and several countries, as well as family history books, census data and various 
other records. The entire collection is available at no charge to researchers as a non-circulating reference 
collection. As a FamilySearch Affiliate Library, Sylvan Way will allow you greater access to FamilySearch 
databases on their computers than you can get on your home computer. For open hours and more 
information click here: 
The Puget Sound Genealogical Society 

2. Family History Center, 2138 NE Mesford Road, Poulsbo (Entrance at back of building) 
The Family History Center is a resource offered at no charge by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints. The Poulsbo site is run by friendly, helpful volunteers. There are three computers on which you can 
access the Family Search databases. Most of the items that are locked and unavailable to you on your home 
computer, will be open and downloadable at the FHC. So, remember to bring a flash drive with you. 
Premium subscription websites, including Ancestry.com, Fold3, Find My Past, My Heritage and others are 
also available through the FHC portal. For more details and open hours click here: 
The Family History Center 

3. National Archives, 6125 Sand Point Way NE, Seattle 
If you’re doing genealogical research, and you’ve hit a brick wall, you may want to consider a trip to the 
National Archives for help. On the second Thursday of every month, genealogy experts are available from 
11:30 am to 1:00 pm to offer assistance and advice on how to break through your wall. 
For information on brick wall workshops, click here: National Archives Workshops  
The National Archives also makes available a variety of tools and databases to help you explore your 
family’s history.  Check out their “Resources for Genealogists” here: National Archives Research Genealogy 

4. Seattle Library, 1000 Fourth Ave, Seattle 
The Seattle Public Library’s Genealogy Collection is one of the largest in the Pacific Northwest. There are two 
genealogy librarians available to assist you with your research.  You can request a tour of the collection, or 
schedule a 30-minute appointment with a genealogy librarian. The library also offers free classes on 
genealogical research.  The genealogy section is on Level 9. 
For more details, go to:  The Seattle Public Library’s Genealogy Collection   

5. Fiske Library, 1644 43rd Avenue East, Seattle 
The Fiske Genealogical Library is located on the lower level of the Washington Pioneer Hall, just south of 
Madison Park on the shore of Lake Washington. Be sure to check open hours on the website as they vary 
day to day.  The Fiske Library is run by a private, non-profit foundation, so expect to pay a small fee ($5) for 
access to the collection. Learn more at their website: The Fiske Genealogical Library   
Be sure to go to the “Browse Holdings” page where you can explore their collections by geographic 
location or family name, and see what they have that will help you before you make the trip.  

http://www.pusogensoc.org/psgs/about/genealogy-center/
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Poulsbo_Washington_Family_History_Center
https://www.archives.gov/seattle/workshops
https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy
https://www.spl.org/programs-and-services/learning/genealogy
https://fiskelibrary.org/
http://www.pusogensoc.org/psgs/about/genealogy-center/
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Poulsbo_Washington_Family_History_Center
https://www.archives.gov/seattle/workshops
https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy
https://www.spl.org/programs-and-services/learning/genealogy
https://fiskelibrary.org/
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Book Review 
Revolution Song by Russell Shorto 
Contributed by Mary Ferm 

I have been a fan of this author ever since reading his book on New 
Netherlands, “Island at the Center of the World” so I was eager to 
read this book on the American Revolution. I was not disappointed. 
Using the personal experience of six individuals who left letters or 
memoirs of their daily lives, this is much more applicable to the 
experiences of my own ancestors than were lives of the military 
leaders who populate most histories. (Most of the action is centered 
in the northern half of the colonies, with George Washington 
coming from the southernmost location, so this would not be as 
interesting for a reader hoping for insight into southern ancestors’ 
experiences.) I think the book takes its title from the idea that a 
song can have musical parts for different voices. 

The six people who are profiled here cover a range of viewpoints, from Cornplanter, a Seneca 
native from New York, trying to decide which side, if any to support, to Venture Smith, a man 
captured when a child in Africa and sold into slavery in Connecticut, to Abraham Yates, a 
shoemaker who became concerned with the social ramifications of the revolution.  Also profiled 
are Margaret Coghlan, a woman married against her will to a British officer, and George 
Sackville, a British aristocrat who took the name Lord George Germain and who was responsible 
for many of the policies of the British during the war. The sixth person, George Washington, 
appears in more standard histories too, of course, but in this book his treatment is more personal 
than usual and like the other storylines, relies on his own writings. 

The lives of these six people are presented in alternating segments chronologically, so that the 
reader finds out what is happening in different locations at about the same time. Because their 
lives are so different, there is never a problem of getting the characters confused. As with a good 
novel with several story lines, I was drawn into the suspense for each character as to what was 
going to happen next. Of course, the final outcome for the nation was known from the start, but 
its consequences for each character were not previously known to me. 

The use of personal letters and memoirs allows for insight into what each character was thinking 
at the time, and the reasoning behind the decisions they had to make. Even George 
Washington’s doubts and frustrations are handled sympathetically and gave me more 
understanding of this well-known man. This non-fiction book is informative but also makes a 
great story. 
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Monthly Members’ Meetings 

JOIN US! 

Friday, September 20, 10:00 AM to Noon 
Bainbridge Public Library, 1270 Madison Ave N 

Topic: Immigration Paths 
Speaker: Laura Pemberton Sparr, Past President WA State Genealogical Society 

Friday, October 18, 10:00 AM to Noon 
Bainbridge Public Library, 1270 Madison Ave N 

Topic: Focus on DNA  
Speaker: Mary Katheryn Cozy, Past President Jewish Genealogical Society of WA 

Friday, November 15, 10:00 AM to Noon 
Bainbridge Public Library, 1270 Madison Ave N 

Topic: TBD 
Speaker: Mary Kircher Roddy, Member, Genealogical Speaker Guild 

Contact Historian Betsy Hettich for presentation handouts. 
The complete meeting schedule is on our website.

mailto:bhettich@hotmail.com
http://bigenealogy.org/monthly-meetings/
mailto:bhettich@hotmail.com
http://bigenealogy.org/monthly-meetings/
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Special Interest Groups 
For BIGS Members Only 

Refer to our website for the complete schedule. 

Skill Building, second Friday of the month 
Friday, September 13, 10 AM to Noon 
Bainbridge Public Library, Community Room 
Topic: Changing Clothes: Using Fashion Styles as Clues to Date Your Photographs 
Facilitator: Susan Strawn 

Skill Building, second Friday of the month 
Friday, October 11, 10 AM to Noon 
Bainbridge Public Library, Community Room 
Topic: Changing Clothes: Part 2: Using Fashion Styles as Clues to Date Your Photographs 
Facilitator: Susan Strawn with group discussion to practice dating our photos. 

Skill Building, second Friday of the month 
Friday, November 9, 10 AM to Noon 
Bainbridge Public Library, Community Room 
Topic: Ancestry.com Card Catalog – What is it? How can I use it? 
Facilitator: Sylvia Nelson 

Great Britain SIG, two times quarterly 
Friday, September 6, 10 AM to Noon 
LDS Church, 8677 Madison Ave NE 
Facilitator: To be determined 

New England Mid Atlantic SIG, Quarterly 
Wednesday, September 18, 10 AM to Noon 
Bainbridge Public Library, downstairs 
Facilitator: Mary Ferm 
Bring your discoveries, challenges, resources to share. 

Can You Help? 
If you would like to continue to have the opportunity to join others with an interest in researching Great 

Britain and Ireland, please consider volunteering to act as facilitator. We are looking for one or more BIGS 
members to facilitate these two special interest groups. You do not need to be an expert in these areas of 
research. The facilitator’s role is to make sure that the meetings happen and to create an atmosphere for 
member sharing and support. Please let Betty Wiese know if you are willing to take on either or both of 

these SIGS.  Consider asking a friend to join you and take on the job as co-facilitators. 

http://bigenealogy.org/special-interest-groups/
http://bigenealogy.org/special-interest-groups/
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Southern States SIG, Quarterly 
Thursday, October 24, 1 PM to 3 PM 
Bainbridge Public Library, lower level 
Facilitator: Paula Schmidt 

Please note: EDG now meets on the 3rd Tuesday of the month. 

Evening Discussion Group (EDG), third Tuesday of the month 
Tuesday, September 17, 7 PM to 9 PM 
HomeStreet Bank on Hildebrand Lane, Community Room, 1st floor 
Topic: This all-topics genealogy discussion group loves hearing about your challenges as 
well as your discoveries.  A great group for beginners and experienced researchers alike. 
Facilitator: Mary Ferm 

Local Events 
Puget Sound Genealogical Society 
Heninger Room, Sylvan Way Library, 1301 Sylvan Way, Bremerton, WA 

Saturday, September 28, 10:30 AM – 12:30 PM 
Topic: Seven Habits of Highly Frugal Genealogists 
Speaker: Webinar by Thomas MacEntee 

Saturday, October 26, 10:30 AM – 12:30 PM 
Topic: Evernote: The Genealogist’s Best Friend 
This is a hands-on class. Evernote is a free software program and app that syncs notes, pictures, audios, 
and PDFs between many devices. Learn how to store your genealogical information, organize it into 
notes and notebooks, tagged for easy searching. 
Speaker: Janet O’Conor Camarata 

Saturday, October 1, 10:30 AM – 12:30 PM 
Topic: Just the Ticket to Find Your Railroad Ancestor 
If your grandfather was working on the railroad, which railroad was it? What did he do? How can you 
learn more? Discover the many different kinds of records a trainman’s life might have created. 
Speaker: Mary Kircher Roddy 
Call to register for classes:    360-475-9172 

Seattle Genealogical Society 
Annual Fall Seminar 
Saturday, October 5, 2019, 9:00AM to 4:00 PM 
Fairview Christian School, 844 NE 78th Street, Seattle, WA 
Creating Credible Conclusions While Circumnavigating Walls 
Learn how to forge innovative paths around research brick walls with confidence and ethics. 
Presenter: Thomas W. Jones 
For more details and registration, click here:  https://seagensoc.org/cpage.php?pt=115 

https://seagensoc.org/cpage.php?pt=115
https://seagensoc.org/cpage.php?pt=115
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Your newsletter was edited by Andrea Hoskins and designed by Lori Gibson

Heritage Quest Research Library 
1007 Main Street, Sumner, WA 
Wednesday, September 25, 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM 
Topic: What I Wish I Had Known 
This is an interactive class where experienced genealogists share their genealogical knowledge with 
beginning genealogists.  Topics may include: citing your sources, importance of original sources, 
recognizing mistakes, problems with technology and access to on-line sources, among others. 
Facilitator: Janet O’Conor Camarata 
Cost:  $20 members/$25 non-members 
For reservations, call HQRL at 253-863-1806 

Autumn Quest 2019 Seminar 
Saturday, October 12 from 8:15 AM to 3:00 PM 
Emerald Queen Conference Center, Fife, WA 
Topics: Researching Old Newspapers, Canadian Genealogy on the Internet, Friends Across the Border, 
and the Geography of Genealogy in England. 
Speaker: Dave Obee 
For registration information, click here:  2019 Autumn Quest Brochure 

https://hqrl.com/upload/events/files/1565272362_2019BrochureAutumnQuestFINAL2.pdf
https://hqrl.com/upload/events/files/1565272362_2019BrochureAutumnQuestFINAL2.pdf

