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Member’s Corner 
“Who is Your Grandma, Dad?” 
Contributed by Susan Wood 

I am lucky.  I was raised 
with both sets of 
grandparents in my life.  
They lived close enough 
that we would get 
together for all the 
holidays.  We'd drive 
several hours from 
Bellingham down Hwy 
99.  Dad's parents were 

in Tacoma, Mom's in Olympia.  My grandpas died when I was 
young; my grandmas lived well into my adulthood.  They taught 
my sisters and me cooking, sewing, names of all the trees, and 
patience. They played an important part in the lives of my parents, 
my sisters and myself.  

I wasn't very old when I asked my dad, “Who is your grandma?”  
His answer stuck in my mind.  “I only met her once,” Dad said.  “My 
dad took me on the train to meet grandma when I was 4.  She was 
in the Oregon State Insane Asylum because she attempted to 
throw my dad in the fire when he was a newborn.”  These words 
and the questions they generated, floated in and out of my mind 
for over 20 years. 

Who was this woman?  And why would she throw her own son in 
the fire? I didn’t know the answers. My dad didn’t know.  Beside 
her being my dad's “Grandma Wood,” we didn't even know her 
name. 

I didn't have a clue about genealogy research, but I did know I 

News from the 
Board

BIGS Website Refresh 

Exciting New Look and 
Content Coming! 
As you may recall, last spring 
the Board shared our intention 
to dramatically change the 
content of our webpage for a 
number of reasons.  We are 
excited to share this update 
from the Webpage Refresh 
Project team.   
Our webpage, bigenealogy.org, 
will continue to include all the 
"internal" kinds of information 
we now have about upcoming 
meeting dates, local area events 
of interest and the like. We will 
have more information about 
who we are, and why people 
might want to join BIGS.  We 
expect to include BIGS-
generated materials -- such as 
fact sheets about aspects of 
genetic genealogy or other 
topics.  The landing page will be 
simpler and less "busy".  We will 
continue to have our slide show 
of member submitted photos.  
In addition to a “Join Us!” 
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wanted to find my great-
grandma Wood.  When a 
girlfriend asked me to go with 
her to the Family History Library 
in Salt Lake City, I quickly said 
“YES!”  

 I was totally overwhelmed 
when I first entered the 
enormous library, but soon I 
had a book in my hands called, 
“Pioneers of Coos County”. 
Grandpa had been born in 
Coos County. I opened the 
book to find precisely what I 
was looking for.  Her name!  A 
paragraph announcing my 
great grandparents: John 
Wood married to SARAH 
MORGAN living on the North 
Fork of the Coquille River!  In 
the same book, there was a 
picture of my grandpa and his 
siblings standing in front of 
their school house. What a find! 

When I returned home, I called 
the Oregon State Insane 
Asylum, now known as Oregon 
State Hospital in Salem. I told 
them what I had learned.  My 
great grandma was Sarah 
Wood. She was admitted in 
1878 after attempting to throw 
her infant son, George, in the 
fire. She was alive when 
Grandpa George and dad met 
her in 1925. 

The woman who took my call 
confirmed that she had Sarah's 
records but Sarah had died in 
1915. This was a twist; after all, 
hadn’t my dad met her in 
1925? The assistant assured me 
that the death date was correct 

and promised to send Sarah's 
records to me. I thanked her 
and immediately called my 
dad. 

“What do you remember about 
meeting your grandma?  Was 
she lying down? Was she in a 
rocking chair?  Did you walk 
with her?” I needed to know 
details. Dad's answer fit 
perfectly for a 4-year-old, “I 
don't remember any of that,” he 
told me. “I remember that I got 
to ride on the train.”  Dad said 
he didn't really know any more, 
and that Grandpa George had 
never spoken of her again.  
  
George was told all 47 years of 
his life that his mother died at 
his birth.  Evidently, someone 
knew differently, and told him 
the shocking truth. His mother 
was at the insane asylum in 
Oregon. I wish I knew who that 
person was.  

George couldn't wait to meet 
her.  He took his son on the 
train from North Bend in Coos 
County to Salem expecting to 
meet his mother for the first 
time.  I can imagine him 
opening the doors of the 
asylum full of anticipation, only 
to find out he was ten years too 
late.  

It is strange to know that on 
June 21, 1914, George had 
been blocks from his mother 
when he married grandma 
Esther, right there in Salem. No 
wonder he never spoke of her 

button, the landing page will 
highlight three key features: 
Getting Started, Events, and 
Resources.  The number and 
kind of links to external 
resources will be substantially 
reduced.   We will use BIGSNET 
and the newsletter as ways to 
share interesting topical links 
with each other. 
You may be wondering about 
what will happen to the 
approximately 1500 links to 
external sites related to over 40 
subject or topic areas.  Since we 
won't be continuing these, we 
will let you know ways to capture 
those resources for you to have 
for your own reference in the 
future. 
As we get closer to launching 
our refreshed webpage, we will 
share updated information via 
email to the whole membership. 

All A-BUZZ in the News:  
BIGS Digs for Roots 
BIGS was featured in the Fall 
2019 issue of Bainbridge Island 
Magazine. Be sure to check us 
out on page 20 in the print 
edition or on-line version at       
BI Magazine 

Betty Wiese 

http://mag.bainbridgeisland.com/publication/?m=23544&l=1%22%20%5Cl%20%22%7B%22issue_id%22:611461,%22page%22:22%7D
mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
http://mag.bainbridgeisland.com/publication/?m=23544&l=1%22%20%5Cl%20%22%7B%22issue_id%22:611461,%22page%22:22%7D
mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
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again. He must have felt greatly betrayed. 

My dad was the only one of his siblings that knew 
this story. Like dad, I was the only one that knew 
the story, or paid attention to this truth, in my 
family.  Sarah was nearly lost forever.  After years 
of searching the National Archives in Seattle and 
getting as far as possible, I had new hope with 
Ancestry.com.  

In February, 2014, I clicked a leaf by Sarah's name. 
It took me to a Find A Grave entry. “Sarah Wood, 
Forgotten in Life, Forgotten in Death,” it read, and 
told of a documentary done for Oregon State 
Hospital, called “Library of Dust.”  I immediately 
looked up the documentary online and found the 
rest of her story. 

I had been told that Sarah was buried on site at 
the asylum. But what I didn’t know was Sarah was 
in a forgotten cottage, in a forgotten room locked 
with a forgotten key. As the documentary team 
was investigating the grounds, they asked to go 
inside the cottage. The key was found, and so was 
an inner room. Like a pantry or library, the room 
was floor to ceiling shelving. On the shelves were 
patinaed copper canisters huddled together, 
standing three-deep, each with a number 
imprinted on it. In the middle of the room was a 
desk with an open book, the pages of which 
catalogued the stamped canisters. Eventually, I 
would find out Sarah’s number, #181 of nearly 
3,600 unclaimed urns, each representing an 
unclaimed and forgotten life.  

I grabbed my family and my family tree, and we 
were on our way to Salem. With a stop in Portland 
to secure a certified death certificate, we headed 
on to Sarah. I couldn’t get my hands on her fast 
enough. When I was finally handed canister #181, 
I felt an overwhelming sense of connection to 
Sarah. I felt her comfort and joy; she was back with 
her family. 

I showed her to the receptionist at the OSH 
museum and proudly signed the book, stating 

where I was from and that I had claimed Sarah. We 
walked through the museum where we saw a 
large display from the movie “One Flew Over the 
Cuckoo’s Nest,” which had been filmed there. 
Other exhibits included machines used for 
lobotomies, medical equipment, bedpans, 
straightjackets, and large photographs of the 
asylum over the years. I scoured the photos, 
without any luck, to see if I could make out 
someone that looked anything like me. I stood in 
a replica ward room that could have been Sarah’s. 
I saw the mint green walls that she would have 
seen. I touched the white iron bed that she might 
have slept in. I wondered about her thoughts for 
all of those years without family, without her six 
children.  

 Next, I watched the documentary again, but this 
time holding Sarah in my hands. Then, for the first 
time in 136 years (37 living, 99 dead), Sarah left 
the asylum grounds. As I carried her away, I felt 
her giggle, sensed her joy and relief. What a price 
she and her family had paid for postpartum 
depression.  

I took the canister with me to Spokane, to visit my 
father. Filled with emotion, holding her in his 93-
year-old hands, Dad said, “This is my grandma? 
This is my Grandma!” A tear fell from his eye as he 
retold the story of taking the train from North 
Bend when he was four. On what would have 
been Grandpa George’s 136th birthday, I took 
Sarah and set her on his headstone at Mountain 
View Cemetery in Tacoma. Sarah and George 
were united again; the full 
circle completed.  

Sarah Morgan Wood is 
remembered. Will I ever see 
a picture of her? I doubt it. 
But, when I think of the 
question I asked so many 
years ago, “Who is your 
Grandma, Dad?” - for both 
of us, I now have the 
answer. “THIS IS MY GRANDMA!” 

 ALLAN WOOD FINALLY GOT AN 
ANSWER.
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Library	of	Dust	is	a	documentary	that	evolved	from	the	book	of	the	same	name	by	
photographer	David	Maisels.	It	was	produced	and	directed	by	Ondi	Timoner	and	

Robert	James.	Released	in	2011,	it	is	currently	available	on	Amazon	Prime.		

hGps://www.amazon.com/Library-Dust-Mary-Ellen-Mark/dp/B077T9SP5Q	

Of	the	3,600	copper	canisters	discovered,		

only	120	have	been	claimed	and	returned	to	family.	

Unlock	Your	Family	History!	

Saturday,	October	26	
10AM	-	4PM	

Bainbridge	Public	Library	
1270	Madison	Ave	N	

Have	you	noVced	the	“Unlock	Your	Family	History”	banner	on	the	Safeway	
fence?	Or	maybe,	you	have	seen	the	event	announcement	on	our	website.	
BIGS	is	celebraVng	Family	History	Month	this	October	with	a	free	public	
event	to	encourage	interest	in	genealogy	and	help	folks	explore	their	DNA							

	 					test	results.	RegistraVon	is	now	open.	We	can	sVll	use	volunteers	for	the							
	 					aaernoon.	If	you	can	help,	please	contact	Sue	Hassenmiller.		

AUTHOR SUSAN WOOD AT      
OREGON STATE HOSPITAL

WA S H I N G T O N  S T A T E   

G E N E A L O G I C A L  S O C I E T Y  
O U T S T A N D I N G  V O L U N T E E R  A WA R D  2 0 1 9

Presented	to	

Sue Hassenmiller 
Bainbridge	Island	Genealogical	Society

Sue	Hassenmiller,	our	treasurer	and	a	founding	member,		
was	nominated	by	the	BIGS	Board	as	our	Outstanding	Volunteer	for	2019.		

Her	vision,	service,	and	leadership	have	been	instrumental		
in	helping	our	organizaFon	grow	its	membership	and	increase	the	parFcipaFon	
of	members,	and	assisFng	in	furthering	the	educaFon	of	the	membership	by	

providing	presentaFons	and	workshops.	

Congratulations, Sue!

mailto:suzyh1943@gmail.com
https://www.amazon.com/Library-Dust-Mary-Ellen-Mark/dp/B077T9SP5Q%22%20%5Co%20%22LIbrary%20of%20Dust
mailto:suzyh1943@gmail.com
https://www.amazon.com/Library-Dust-Mary-Ellen-Mark/dp/B077T9SP5Q%22%20%5Co%20%22LIbrary%20of%20Dust
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MyHeritage LIVE: Amsterdam 6-8 September 2019 
Contributed by Sue Hassenmiller 

While	on	vacaVon	in	Amsterdam,	I	aGended	the	“MyHeritage	LIVE”	Family	History	Conference.	
Over	the	years,	I	have	aGended	a	fair	number	of	genealogy	conferences,	and	while	MyHeritage	was	
a	different	sort	of	conference,	it	was	a	good	one.	It	started	out	with	a	Friday	aaernoon	social	
recepVon	where	everyone	mingled	and	got	a	chance	to	talk,	including	all	the	speakers.	As	the	
pictures	below	show,	I	had	a	chance	to	talk	to	a	number	of	the	guest	speakers.	There	were	several	
genealogy	specialists,	such	as	Dick	Eastman	and	Maurice	Gleeson,	who	came	to	the	conference	just	
to	learn.	(If	you	have	not	heard	Maurice	Gleeson’s	lecture	on	“Irish	Slaves,”	go	to	YouTube.	SVll	the	
best	lecture	I	have	ever	aGended.)	
But,	back	to	the	conference	–	it	was	held	at	the	Hilton	Amsterdam	Hotel.	There	were	450	aGendees	
from	30	different	countries.		For	a	very	low	registraVon	fee,	MyHeritage	provided	refreshments	at	
all	breaks	and	fabulous	lunches	on	Saturday	and	Sunday.	
The	rest	of	the	conference	revolved	around	everything	MyHeritage,	from	how	to	use	the	various	
parts	of	the	website	to	new	things	coming.	My	Heritage	has	acquired	Promethease	and	SNPedia	
which	will	increase	their	DNA	database	(if	you	are	not	familiar	with	these	companies,	check	their	
websites).	We	also	heard	about	the	release	of	educa&on.myheritage.com	which	provides	
informaVon	on	MyHeritage	tools	and	technologies;	beGer	ethnicity	esVmates;	new	geneVc	groups	
showing	high	accuracy,	high	resoluVon	ethic	regions;	new	European	record	collecVons;	city	
directories;	redesign	of	SuperSearch;	list	view	for	family	trees,	and	many	other	things.	All	the	
classes	are	available	to	view	at	hGps://blog.myheritage.com.	
MyHeritage	has	also	start	a	new	program	called	Tribal	Quest	which	will	record	and	preserve	family	
histories	of	tribal	people	around	the	world.		
If	there	is	enough	interest,	I	will	plan	on	a	workshop	on	MyHeritage	in	November.	I	expect	to	spend	
a	lot	more	Vme	working	with	MyHeritage	website.	

Lisa Alzo (Slavic Genealogy), Cyndi Ingle 
(Cyndi's List), Yvette Hoitink (Dutch 

Genealogy) 
Roberta Estes, DNA-

Explained Blog
Blaine Bettinger, The 
Genetic Genealogist 

Rubbing	elbows	in	Amsterdam!

https://blog.myheritage.com/2019/09/myheritage-live-2019-lectures-now-online/
https://blog.myheritage.com/2019/09/myheritage-live-2019-lectures-now-online/
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Monthly Members’ Meetings 

JOIN US! 

Friday, October 18, 10:00 AM to Noon 
Bainbridge Public Library, 1270 Madison Ave N 

Topic: DNA Case Study 
Speaker: Mary Katheryn Cozy, Past President Jewish Genealogical Society of WA 

Friday, November 15, 10:00 AM to Noon 
Bainbridge Public Library, 1270 Madison Ave N 

Topic: TBD 
Speaker: Mary Kircher Roddy, Member, Genealogical Speaker Guild 

Contact Historian Betsy Hettich for presentation handouts. 

Genealogy	Q&A	–	Coming	Soon	to	a	Library	Near	You!	

The	BIGS	Outreach	CommiGee	will	be	offering	an	evening	drop-in	session	at	the	Bainbridge	Library,	starVng	
Wednesday,	November	13th		between	6:00	–	8:00	PM.		Called	“Genealogy	Q&A,”	and	open	to	the	public,	these	
sessions	will	be	held	on	the	second	Wednesday	of	the	month	for	four	consecuVve	months	to	“test	the	waters”	
and	see	what	kind	of	interest	is	out	there.	This	is	not	a	presentaVon,	but	a	hands-on,	interacVve	opportunity.	
The	plan	is	to	answer	quesVons	about	genealogy	and	acquaint	folks	with	what	resources	are	available	to	help	

in	their	research.	Everyone	is	welcome	–	no	experience	necessary.		

mailto:bhettich@hotmail.com
mailto:bhettich@hotmail.com
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Special Interest Groups 
For BIGS Members Only 

Refer to our website for the complete schedule. 
Skill Building, second Friday of the month 

Friday, October 11, 10 AM to Noon 
Bainbridge Public Library, Community Room 
Topic: Changing Clothes: Part 2: Using Fashion Styles as Clues to Date Your Photographs 
Facilitator: Susan Strawn with group discussion to practice dating our photos. 

Skill Building, second Friday of the month 
Friday, November 9, 10 AM to Noon 
Bainbridge Public Library, Community Room 
Topic: Ancestry.com Card Catalog – What is it? How can I use it? 
Facilitator: Sylvia Nelson 

Great Britain SIG, two times quarterly 
Friday, October 4, 10 AM to Noon 
Please note location change 
Bainbridge Public Library, downstairs meeting room 
Facilitator: Judith Rogerson and Priscilla Greenlees  

Southern States SIG, Quarterly 
Thursday, October 24, 1 PM to 3 PM 
Bainbridge Public Library, lower level 
Facilitator: Paula Schmidt 

Evening Discussion Group (EDG), third Tuesday of the month 
Tuesday, October 15, 7 PM to 9 PM 
HomeStreet Bank on Hildebrand Lane, Community Room, 1st floor 
Topic: This all-topics genealogy discussion group loves hearing about your challenges as 
well as your discoveries.  A great group for beginners and experienced researchers alike. 
Facilitator: Mary Ferm and Sue Elfving 

New England Mid Atlantic SIG, Quarterly 
Wednesday, December 4, 10 AM to Noon 
Bainbridge Public Library, downstairs 
Facilitator: Mary Ferm 
Bring your discoveries, challenges, & resources to share. 

Genealogy Q & A - Drop In 
Bainbridge Public Library, downstairs 
Second Wednesday Evening Sessions 
November 13, December 11, January 8, February 12,  6:00 - 8:00 PM 
Bainbridge Public Library, downstairs 
Facilitators: Larry Noedel, Susan Wood, Andy Hoskins 

Remember: 
There will NOT 

be a Skill 
Building SIG in 

December

http://bigenealogy.org/special-interest-groups/
http://bigenealogy.org/special-interest-groups/
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Local Events 
Puget	Sound	Genealogical	Society	
Heninger	Room,	Sylvan	Way	Library,	1301	Sylvan	Way,	Bremerton,	WA	

Wednesday,	October	23,	1PM	–	3PM	
Topic:	Unraveling	Family	Myths	Using	the	Principles	of	Logic	
Using	three	case	studies,	Jill	explores	the	family	myths	that	are	ubiquitous	in	every	family’s	history,	but	
also	recognizes	no	myth	should	be	discarded	before	invesVgaVng	for	elements	of	truth.	Using	the	
principles	of	logic,	we	separate	the	provable	from	the	possible	and	the	unprovable.	A	short	business	
meeVng	will	follow	the	program.	
Speaker:	Jill	Morelli	

Saturday,	October	26,	10:30	AM	–	12:30	PM	
Topic:	Evernote:	The	Genealogist’s	Best	Friend	
This	is	a	hands-on	class.	Evernote	is	a	free	soaware	program	and	app	that	syncs	notes,	pictures,	audios,	
and	PDFs	between	many	devices.	Learn	how	to	store	your	genealogical	informaVon,	organize	it	into	notes	
and	notebooks,	tagged	for	easy	searching.	
Speaker:	Janet	O’Conor	Camarata	

Saturday,	November	5,	10:30	AM	–	12:30	PM	
Topic:	Quakers	on	the	Move	
How	do	you	find	Quaker	families?	Follow	their	meeVngs!	Learn	how	to	use	the	“Quaker	MeeVng”	
database	and	“Quaker	Maps”	websites	to	help	locate	where	your	ancestor	lived.	View	the	expansions	of	
Friends	in	six	key	regions.	
Speaker:	Steven	Morrison	

SeaUle	Genealogical	Society	
Monday,	October	14,	6:00	-	8:00	PM	On-Line	
Monday,	October	28,	6:00	-	8:00	PM	On-Line	

WAYToGO!	Workshop:	A	Methodology	for	Efficient	Report	WriYng	-	Sessions	1&2	

Intermediate	to	Advanced	Course,	uVlizing	Genealogy	Standards	

Administrator:	Jill	Morelli,	CG	
“Write	as	you	go”	is	a	method	of	wriVng	reports	efficiently	and	accurately.	SGS	is	calling	their	write	as	you	
go	online	course	'WAYtoGO!"	By	focusing	your	aGenVon	on	a	single	research	quesVon	coupled	with	other	
techniques	learned	in	the	program,	this	two-session	course	will	improve	the	efficiency	of	your	product.	
Brick	wall	problems	and	research	reports	benefit	from	this	approach.	There	will	be	assignments.	Pre-
registraVon	is	required.	

Maximum	class	size	is	30	members,	with	priority	given	to	SGS	members.	

$40	for	members,	$50	for	non-members	

Learn	more	at	hGp://sgsWAYtoGo.wordpress.com															Sign	up	for	WAYtoGO!	

Your	newsleAer	was	edited	by	Andrea	Hoskins	&	designed	by	Lori	Gibson

http://sgswaytogo.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR0paaAfVbt4nCDugL5UAtP1jAwhxjL05QlC4TW6z8pg03KSplnX4cA0CW8%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://forms.gle/tmHpM7X7W1JoGy6W6%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://sgswaytogo.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR0paaAfVbt4nCDugL5UAtP1jAwhxjL05QlC4TW6z8pg03KSplnX4cA0CW8%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://forms.gle/tmHpM7X7W1JoGy6W6%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank

