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Member’s Corner 
The Palmyra Massacre 
Contributed by Kathy Stam Penn 

In recent years, as a nation, we have 
begun to question the presence of 
Confederate memorials in public 
squares throughout the South. These 
are usually of southern generals and 
I understand the reasons people of 
today might want these statues 
removed. But there is one memorial 
that has the names of two of my 
ancestors who were “Confederate 
sympathizers”. It stands in front of 
the Marion County Court House in 
Palmyra, Missouri. It is made of 
granite with a life-sized soldier on 
top. On the face is inscribed the 
names of ten men. One is Willis J. 
Baker and the other, Hiram F. Smith.  

I first visited Palmyra in the northeastern part of the Missouri in 1970. My 
sister and I accompanied our father to a Stam family reunion at the 
American Legion park in Watseka, Illinois, and on that trip traveled to 
Marion County, Missouri and visited this memorial in front of the Palmyra 
Courthouse and learned the following story from my mother’s cousin, 
Leland Smith of Nashville, Tennessee. 

During the Civil War, under the command of General John McNeil, the 
Union forces quickly occupied the northeastern part of the state of 
Missouri. The occupied area was a hotbed of rebellion and quickly put 
under martial law. In the summer of 1862, President Abraham Lincoln sent 
out General Order 19 that required all able-bodied men in Missouri to 
serve in the Union Army. This was a deep cut to all of the Southerners who 
had moved into this part of the country. It made outlaws of all of the 
young men who refused service to the Union Army. It increased the 
already great tension between neighbors.  

Colonel Joseph C. Porter of Lewis Co, Missouri, was an officer in the 
“Missouri Home Guard” of irregular guerrilla troops of Southern 

News from the 
Board

WE NEED SOME HELP - BOARD 
AND OTHER VACANCIES 

We will have turnover on the 
Board of Directors next year 
(term begins April 2020). Sue 
Elfving, Rebecca Pratt and I will 
each stay involved with BIGS, 
but we will not be serving in 
Board positions. This is an early 
heads up so you can be 
learning about our needs to 
consider volunteering. 

We are pleased Andy Hoskins 
has offered to run for President 
next year and Larry Noedel has 
offered to run for Director 
Position # 3 -- Publicity and 
Public Relations.  Our Board 
Secretary position will be 
vacant.  While not a board 
position, we will also need 
someone to take over as 
Newsletter Editor. There may be 
other needs identified in the 
next month or two. 

Please consider helping out for 
these or other potential needs 
by letting us know your interests 
and skills so together we can 
explore possibilities.  To learn 
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sympathies. They staged 
skirmishes throughout the state, 
living off the land and the loyalties 
of other Southerners sympathizers. 
In the fall of 1862, Porter and his 
forces entered the town of Palmyra, 
stormed the garrison, occupied the 
town for a couple of hours, and 
took as hostage, Andrew Allsman, 
a sixty-year-old carpenter who 
acted as a spy for the Union forces. 
Porter later released Allsman in the 
woods, knowing he would be 
killed. His body was never found. 

In response, General McNeil 
ordered that ten local farmers, all 
known Southern sympathizers, be 
arrested and held hostage for the 
return of the body of Allsman. My 
great-great-great-grandfather, 
Willis Baker, was on the list. The 
first of this line of the Baker family 
in America was Martin Baker, a 
merchant from Plymouth, England, 
who came in the early 1600s to 
Virginia. Over the generations, his 
family resided in New Kent, 
Hanover, Chesterfield, and 
Charlotte counties, Virginia. After 
the Revolution, Martin Baker of 
Charlotte County, received a 
military warrant, took up a patent, 
and was an early settler in 
Kentucky. He arrived in 1787, with 
his young family, after a thrill ride 
on a flatboat down the Ohio river. 

Martin Baker died in 1812 in 
Nicholas Co, Kentucky. His son, 
John, born in Virginia, left Kentucky 
in 1837 and moved his family to 
Northeast Missouri, following the 
migration of Daniel Boone and 
many other Kentuckians. The 
Bakers had been tobacco farmers 
and slave holders in Virginia and 
Kentucky, but the climate of 
Missouri required they grow corn. 
John Baker became a judge in 
Lewis County, Missouri, and raised 
his family there. He died in 1850. 
His oldest son, Willis J. Baker, my 
great-great-great-grandfather is 
the subject of our story. 

The early days of the Civil War 
were not civil in Northeast Missouri. 
Until that time, the Southerners 
occupied the upper class. They had 
land, money and slaves. The 
newcomers were resentful. Ezekiel 
Pratt and his wife were abolitionists 
from New England and their 
sympathies were with the Union 
forces. Under martial law Southern 
sympathizers were not allowed to 
own guns. Northerners were 
encouraged to form themselves 
into groups to disarm the 
Southerners. The Southerners were 
quickly impoverished as the Union 
Army requisitioned their guns, 
horses, saddles, cattle, pork and 
grain. Frustrations were growing as 
food became scarce and one 
couldn’t even shoot a squirrel to 
eat. 

On July 8,1862, Ezekiel Pratt came 
to the Baker home while the men 
were away. He ignored the protests 
of Willis’s wife, Henrietta, and took 
a gun that belonged to Willis’s son, 
Ambrose. Sixteen-year-old 
Ambrose suffered from a withering 
of his right arm and leg, but was a 
crack shot. When Willis and his 
sons came home and discovered 
the theft, oldest son, John A. Baker, 
went to the Pratt home, searched 
for the gun, terrorized Mrs. Pratt, 
and beat up a protesting hired 
man.  

The next day, Pratt appeared, 
approaching the Baker farm with 
two other men, acting as seconds. 
John A. Baker, grabbed another 
gun and pistol and ran to meet 
them. Willis, and Henrietta, now 
hysterical, were witnesses from the 
porch. A few delicate words were 
exchanged and the men 
approached each other as duelists. 
Pratt shot first, missed, jumped 
from his horse and jabbed his fixed 
bayonet into John’s leg. John shot 
and wounded Pratt. The seconds 
fled. John put Pratt on a sled and 

more about volunteer 
opportunities and needs: 

1. Come to the Q&A with current 
Board members at 12:00 
noon after our November 7th 
meeting at HomeStreet Bank - 
921 Hildebrand Ln NE 

2. Join us for any board 
meeting. The next ones are 
November 7 and December 
12 starting at 10:00 am at 
HomeStreet Bank 

3. Ask any board member for 
information; talk with Andy 
about the Newsletter work 

4. Additional Q&A opportunities 
will be announced  

TELL YOUR FRIENDS AND 
FAMILY - GENEALOGY DROP-IN 
Q & A FOR THE PUBLIC  

Through our Outreach 
committee, we are offering four 
evening drop-in sessions, open 
to the public. Folks are 
encouraged to come with 
questions about genealogy and 
to learn more about the benefits 
of joining BIGS. There will not be 
a formal presentation. 

Sessions will be held November 
13, December 11, January 8, and 
February 12, from 6:00 to 8:00 
pm at the Bainbridge Library - 
Downstairs Meeting Room.  
Session facilitators are the 
members of our Outreach 
Committee, including Larry 
Noedel, Susan Wood, and Andy 
Hoskins. 

Betty Wiese 
President 

mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
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drove him to a neighbor’s house to be tended. He died 
from his wounds and was left on the road. 

John Baker may have gone to his brother Edmund’s 
home to have his stab wound tended. He then 
disappears from history. Edmund Baker was my great-
great-grandfather. Union forces arrived on the 30th of 
September, and arrested Willis Baker and charged him 
with the death of Ezekiel Pratt and threw him into the jail 
at Palmyra. 

Edmund Baker’s wife, Anna Mariah Smith had a brother, 
Hiram. They and their other siblings were orphaned 
when, after their mother died in 1844, their father 
headed for the gold fields of California in 1849, leaving 
them with family. He wrote one letter home and was 
never heard from again. Hiram Smith was supposed to 
be a seminary student at the time of these events but 
there is no proof of it.  

Meanwhile, back in Palmyra, one of the other 
Southerners arrested as hostages for the missing man, 
Allsman, was a young man named William Humphrey 
with a wife and small children. His lovely wife, with a little 
girl in tow, went to the Provost Marshall’s office and 
begged the Provost Marshall, William Strachan, to 
release her husband. Strahan put the little girl outside 
his office. Others noticed this small child crying outside 
while he had his way with the mother. He did release her 
husband, but then he had only nine hostages. He 
walked into the jail, saw Hiram Smith praying with his 
sister’s father-in-law, Willis Baker, and told Smith he 
would be the replacement. 

On October 18, 1862, the ten men were taken out to the 
fair grounds and executed by firing squad. 

Willis Baker and Hiram Smith died that day. Henrietta, 
Willis’s wife lived until 1875 without her senses. John A. 
Baker, a bushwhacker, may have joined the guerrillas 
and died a several years later as an outlaw. Edmund is 
supposed to have joined the Confederate forces and 
fought in battles in Missouri, but the research is difficult 
to verify. Edmund and his wife Anna, moved to Carroll 
County, Missouri, for a while but finally settled in 
Southwest Kansas where they raised their family of 
thirteen children and remained for the rest of their lives. 
Edmund was a horse doctor living about twelve miles 
from Indian Territory. The Osage Indians were frequent 
customers as were the Dalton gang and other outlaws 
who were old friends of the Bakers from Missouri, hiding 
out in the Indian Territory.  

The story of the Palmyra Massacre in not well known 
because it brings shame to the Union Army and the 
North who were the victors. You only find out about it if 
you go looking for it. So, what about this memorial? I 
don’t have any emotional attachment to this story; it is so 
long ago. And because, at the same time in Kansas, 
another story is to be told about another of my great-
grandfathers, an abolitionist. I figure if this memorial to 
the Palmyra victims brings angst to anyone’s heart its 
destruction may be considered, but from where else 
would we know this story? 

This story is culled from Leland Smith’s The Baker’s Gone Ahead 
second edition. Self-published. Cherry Tree Publishers, 
Nashville, 1999. 

Edmund and Anna Mariah Baker 
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Second Annual DNA/Genealogy Event – Unlock Your Family History – Completed! 
I want to thank all the members who volunteered to help put on our Second Annual DNA/Genealogy Event 
on Saturday, October 26th,  from the members who worked on the committee to the members who met and 
worked with visitors on a one-to-one basis, to members who staged the Library setting and ensured the 
visitors found the information they wanted.  In addition, other members promoted our new outreach events, 
or explained and handed out our prepared literature including new informational flyers on DNA, and how to 
begin doing genealogy research. All your efforts on behalf of BIGS are greatly appreciated. 

It was a fun day even with the hard work putting everything together. We welcomed thirty-two visitors. The 
two introductory sessions on getting started were well attended. Members got a chance to get to know 
other members they had not talked to before and even picked up research tips from fellow members during 
the event. I hope you will consider joining us next year, October 24, 2020. 

Members who volunteered

Betsy Hettich Elaine Magnuson Mary Ann Kennedy Sue Elfving

Andy Hoskins Frank Navage Mary Ferm Sue Lukins

Betty Wiese Jamie Mittet Paula Schmidt Susan Strawn

Cathy Jones–Smith Joleen Aitchison Rebecca Pratt Susan Wood

Christa Little Kathy Penn Sherry Jancola Sylvia Nelson

David Cosman Larry Noedel Stephanie Balzarini Terry Winer



BIGS November 2019

Bainbridge Island Genealogical Society �5

Genealogy	Q&A	–	Coming	Soon	to	a	Library	Near	You!	

The	BIGS	Outreach	Commi3ee	will	be	offering	an	evening	drop-in	session	at	the	Bainbridge	
Library,	starBng	Wednesday,	November	13th	between	6:00	–	8:00	PM.		Called	“Genealogy	
Q&A,”	and	open	to	the	public,	these	sessions	will	be	held	on	the	second	Wednesday	of	the	
month	for	four	consecuBve	months	to	“test	the	waters”	and	see	what	kind	of	interest	is	out	
there.	This	is	not	a	presentaBon,	but	a	hands-on,	interacBve	opportunity.	The	plan	is	to	answer	
quesBons	about	genealogy	and	acquaint	folks	with	what	resources	are	available	to	help	in	their	
research.	Everyone	is	welcome	–	members	and	non-members	alike.	Bring	a	friend!	

Renew	Now!	

Please	consider	renewing	before	the	year	is	out!	Now	is	a	great	Bme	to	renew	
your	BIGS	membership.	Not	only	does	it	help	with	BIGS	planning	and	budgeBng,	
but	your	good	intenBons	won’t	get	lost	in	the	whirlwind	of	the	winter	holidays.	

Annual	dues	are	$35	for	individuals	and	$50	for	families.	Make	your	check	
payable	to	Bainbridge	Island	Genealogical	Society	and	send	it	to:	Bainbridge	
Island	Genealogical	Society	PO	Box	135,	Rollingbay,	WA	98061-0135.	Or,	if	you	
prefer,	you	can	pay	with	cash	at	one	of	our	meeBngs.	Any	of	our	board	members	
would	be	happy	to	help.	Sorry,	but	BIGS	cannot	accept	credit	card	payments	at	

this	Bme.	

BIGS’	Genealogy	Fest	–	December	20th	

As	most	of	you	know,	our	December	meeBng	is	dedicated	to	our	show-and-tell	holiday	party.		Be	thinking	of	
what	you	would	like	to	share	with	other	members	–	what	have	you	uncovered	during	the	past	year?		Do	you	
have	a	brick	wall	you	have	sha3ered,	or	family	stories	about	your	ancestors	that	you	have	proved	are	true?		Have	

you	discovered	if	you	are	related	to	someone	famous?		Maybe	you	have	traced	certain	medical	condiBons	that	
tend	to	run	in	your	family,	or	documented	a	community	history	by	uncovering	how	your	family	help	found	the	
community?		We	parBcularly	enjoy	seeing	items	that	you	have	inherited	from	a	beloved	ancestor.		Every	day	we	

make	discoveries	that	push	our	family	trees	in	all	direcBons.	This	meeBng	is	a	Bme	to	share	those	achievements.		
We	have	seen	treasured	family	bibles,	and	maps	tracing	our	ancestors	to	passengers	on	the	Mayflower.		Each	
person	gets	a	few	minutes	to	explain	their	treasure.	

Along	with	the	show-and-tell	part	of	the	meeBng,	we	will	be	sharing	treats,	baked	and	brought	by	members.		We	
will	also	be	serving	coffee	and	tea.	

So,	start	gathering	your	“stuff”	(although,	to	genealogists	it’s	so	much	more	than	stuff)	to	bring	to	the	meeBng	
on	December	20.	

Hope	to	see	you	there!	

Sylvia	Nelson,	Program	Chair	
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Monthly Members’ Meetings 

JOIN US! 

Friday, November 15, 10:00 AM to Noon 
Bainbridge Public Library, 1270 Madison Ave N 

Topic: Trails West: Crossing the Continent 1840-1869 - Before the transcontinental railroad 
was completed Easterners and Mid-Westerners began to settle the West.  How did they get 

there and what was the journey like?  Presentation covers overland and water routes with 
descriptions of the journey and using clues to discover how and when your ancestor 

traveled. 
Speaker: Mary Kircher Roddy, Member, Genealogical Speaker Guild 

Friday, December 20, 10:00 AM to Noon 
Bainbridge Public Library, 1270 Madison Ave N 

BIGS Genealogy Fest 
A chance to show and tell, enjoy holiday treats, & mingle with friends. 

Contact Historian Betsy Hettich for presentation handouts. 
The complete meeting schedule is on our website.

October was Family History Month.  
BIGS members Susan Wood and 

Andy Hoskins created a display to 
inform library goers about our  
“Unlock Your Family History”  

event on October 26th

mailto:bhettich@hotmail.com
http://bigenealogy.org/monthly-meetings/
mailto:bhettich@hotmail.com
http://bigenealogy.org/monthly-meetings/
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Special Interest Groups 
For BIGS Members Only 

Refer to our website for the complete schedule. 

Skill Building, second Friday of the month 
Friday, November 9, 10 AM to Noon 
Bainbridge Public Library, Community Room 
Topic: Voting Records - Genealogy’s Best Kept Secret Webinar by Pam Vestal through Utah 
Genealogical Association 
Facilitator: Betty Wiese 
Note: There will NOT be a Skill Building SIG in December. 

Irish SIG,  
Friday, November 1, 10 AM to Noon 
HomeStreet Bank, 921 Hildebrand Lane, Community Room, 1st floor 
Facilitator: Sue Hassenmiller 

Evening Discussion Group (EDG), third Tuesday of the month 
Tuesday, November 19, 7 PM to 9 PM 
HomeStreet Bank, 921 Hildebrand Lane, Community Room, 1st floor 
Topic: This all-topics genealogy discussion group loves hearing about your challenges as 
well as your discoveries.  A great group for beginners and experienced researchers alike. 
Facilitators: Mary Ferm and Sue Elfving 

Genealogy Q&A - Drop In 
Second Wednesday Evening Sessions 
November 13, December 11, January 8, February 12, 6:00 – 8:00 PM 
Bainbridge Public Library, downstairs 
Drop by! No formal program. Here’s an opportunity for help and encouragement if you 
are stuck or just wondering what to do next. 
Facilitators: Larry Noedel, Susan Wood, Andy Hoskins 

New England Mid Atlantic SIG, Quarterly 
Wednesday, December 4, 10 AM to Noon 
Bainbridge Public Library, downstairs 
Bring your discoveries, challenges, resources to share. 
Facilitator: Mary Ferm 

Great Britain SIG 
Friday, December 6, 10 AM to Noon 
HomeStreet Bank, 921 Hildebrand Lane, Community Room, 1st floor 
Facilitators: Judith Rogerson and Priscilla Greenlees 

http://bigenealogy.org/special-interest-groups/
http://bigenealogy.org/special-interest-groups/
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Events Around the Sound 
Puget Sound Genealogical Society 
Heninger Room, Sylvan Way Library, 1301 Sylvan Way, Bremerton, WA 
Tuesday, November 5, 10:30 AM – 12:30 PM 
Topic: Quakers on the Move 
How do you find Quaker families? Follow their meetings! Learn how to use the 
“Quaker Meeting” database and “Quaker Maps” websites to help locate where 
your ancestor lived. View the expansions of Friends in six key regions. Concludes 
with video loops revealing the march of Friends meetings from the 1650's up thru 
this millennium.  Speaker: Steven Morrison 

Seattle Genealogical Society 
SGS Library, 6200 Sand Point Way, NE, Seattle 

Saturday, November 9, 1:00 – 3:00 PM 
Topic: Is it True? Using Manuscripts and Family Records for Genealogical Proof 
To some, family records – including diaries, letters, and personal photographs – may be seen as having 
little genealogical value. Nothing could be further from the truth! Explore how original information can 
shine new light on undiscovered facts or family relationships. 
Speaker: Steven Morrison 

Saturday, November 16, 1:00 – 3:00 PM 
Topic: Digging Deeper: Comparing Genealogical Software Programs 
Thinking about investing in a genealogical software program that is residential on your computer? Have 
a genealogical software program but are thinking of switching? Or, are you just interested in what is "out 
there"? All these are reasons to attend the upcoming session on three of the top genealogical 
programs--Legacy, Family Tree Maker and RootsMagic.  
Speakers: A panel of three users will discuss the advantages and challenges of each of the three and 
illustrate some of the features of each.

Your newsletter was edited by Andrea Hoskins and designed by Lori Gibson


