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Member’s Corner 
Maud May (Morgan) Bemiss - 1884-1975 

Submitted by Joleen Aitchison 

When considering sharing an 
ancestor’s story, the usual 
inclination is to find someone 
who had an extraordinary or 
remarkable life or incident; or, 
someone who was found 
through a lengthy and difficult 
research path. My ancestor, 
Maud May (Morgan) Bemiss, has 
none of these; though I would 
consider her a remarkable 
woman for her diligence, 
tenacity, perseverance, and 

kindness. Like many of our ancestors, hers was a life she herself 
considered ‘every day.’ 

Maud was born on September 16, 1884, in the small town of 
Blanchard, Iowa, which straddles the Iowa-Missouri border. She 
was the second of five children, the only daughter. Her 
Grandmother Topping, the daughter of Irish immigrants, also lived 
in Blanchard. Maud remembered her Irish brogue throughout her 
life.  

In 1893, Grandmother Topping died. Maud’s father, Charlie 
Morgan, and his mother, Mary Jane (Clark) Morgan, went to Gove 
County, Kansas, by wagon. There, they claimed adjacent 
homesteads southeast of Grinnell. They lived in a sod house on 
Mary’s claim until Charlie’s family joined them. 

Maud’s mother, Virginia Caroline (Topping) Morgan (who IS one 
whose life was unusual), gathered her children in 1894 and 
traveled by train to join her husband and mother-in-law. What an 

News from the 
Board

Welcome new board member 
Larry Noedel, serving as our 
interim Director of Publicity and 
Public Relations.  Larry was 
appointed by the board to fill 
out the remainder of Sue 
Elfving's term when she 
resigned in December 2019.  
While no longer serving as a 
board member, Sue continues 
to be an active, contributing 
BIGS member.  

Closure of NARA’s Seattle 
Office 

As you may have seen in recent 
news stories, it appears the 
Seattle National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA) 
facility on Sand Point Way has 
been selected by the General 
Services Administration (GSA) 
and the Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB) to be closed 
and the building sold. As 
reported, records held there, 
many related to Alaska, Idaho, 
Oregon and Washington, would 
be moved to archive facilities in 
Riverside, California and Kansas 
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adventure that must have been 
for the children! They would 
have seen the terrain change 
from the lush environment of 
their home near the Nodaway 
River to the harsh, dry climate 
of western Kansas. 

Once they arrived in Kansas, 
the family lived in a frame 
house on their father’s 
homestead. Maud recalled 
many years later that “the roof 
needing new shingles badly, 
we often had to shake snow 
from our clothes before 
dressing and maybe leap over 
a small snow bank to make our 
entry below.” This made me 
think of Little House on the 
Prairie! 

Maud attended the country 
school near her home, one 
room, of course. She attended 
church in the same building. 
For entertainment, her 
community attended ‘literaries,’ 
which included debates, 
lectures, recitations, songs, and 

plays. They were held in 
schools throughout the area, 
and she remembered bundling 
up cozily in a sleigh to make the 
journeys. 

Ultimately, in 1905, Maud 
married Freddie Bemiss. They 
settled at first in the nearby 
town of Grinnell. They also 
rented a farm in the ‘country,’ 
which is where their nine 
children were born and mostly 
raised. They had five boys, first, 
then four girls. My grandma 
was their oldest daughter. At 
one point, they lived in the 
back of a local hotel. 

My grandfather tried his hand 
at a variety of occupations, 
moving the family at least a few 
times in pursuit of one or the 
other. The family tradition is 
that he owned a pool room. 
The records call it a saloon! He 
also had a restaurant and a 
shoe shop. Though there is no 
record of Maud’s involvement 
in these endeavors, she was 
there, and supportive. We know 
she raised chickens and sold 
eggs to help with the care of 
the family. 

Maud also sewed. My great 
aunt Edna was one of two girls 
in Grinnell to have a felt skirt 
when they were all the rage, 
because Maud used the felt 
from one of the pool tables to 
make the skirt! The other girl 
was the banker’s daughter. I’m 
sure my aunt felt pretty special.  

In 1964, a couple years after the 
death of her husband, Maud 
dictated some of the family 

City, Missouri.  

Here are two links of related 
interest. The first is to the letter 
submitted to OMB with bi-
partisan support from most of 
the Washington state 
congressional delegation and 
senators from Alaska, Idaho, and 
Oregon.  The second is a link to 
an article about the Washington 
State Attorney General's Office 
consideration to file a lawsuit.   

National-Archives-Senators-
Letter 

Seattle National Archives closure 
legal action 

As we learn more, we will share 
information with the 
membership.  It appears the 
closure could happen within a 
year, perhaps longer. 

If you want to visit the Archives 
while we still can, here is a link to 
their site:  Seattle NARA . We will 
try to highlight classes and other 
opportunities to take advantage 
of this facility in the Local Area 
Resources and Local Area Events 
sections of our website and our 
newsletter.   

Members can use BIGSNET 
email group to collaborate with 
others about planning a visit or 
to ask advice about how to make 
the best use of those resources.  
If you have experience and are 
willing to share that information 
with other members, please 
contact Betty Wiese 

Betty Wiese 
President Newlyweds Fred and Maud 

May Bemiss, 1905 

https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6672233-NAtional-Archives-Senators-Letter-New.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6672233-NAtional-Archives-Senators-Letter-New.html
https://mynorthwest.com/1689663/bob-ferguson-legal-action-seattle-national-archives-closure/?
https://mynorthwest.com/1689663/bob-ferguson-legal-action-seattle-national-archives-closure/?
https://www.archives.gov/seattle/research
mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6672233-NAtional-Archives-Senators-Letter-New.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6672233-NAtional-Archives-Senators-Letter-New.html
https://mynorthwest.com/1689663/bob-ferguson-legal-action-seattle-national-archives-closure/?
https://mynorthwest.com/1689663/bob-ferguson-legal-action-seattle-national-archives-closure/?
https://www.archives.gov/seattle/research
mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net


BIGS February 2020

Bainbridge Island Genealogical Society �3

history to her daughter, Virginia. Her desire to share dates and stories about her own family, her husband's, 
as well as some of the ancestors, created a priceless heirloom of information that has inspired and 
entertained four generations of children and grandchildren. Her influence on her descendants is 
incalculable. 

One of those influences, though it may seem insignificant, is that we had always been told that Grandma 
Bemiss had a rule that if you complained about the food at a meal, you would have to do the dishes. So, her 
children learned to tell her that the food was 'just the way I like it.' This is a still familiar phrase among her 
descendants!  

Two of Maud's sons, Elmer and Bob, preceded her in death. After returning from Bob's funeral, just a few 
weeks before her own passing, she commented to the effect that it wasn't right to see your children buried. 
On March 11, 1975, she sat down in her chair at the end of the day, as was her custom. She drifted 
peacefully into the hereafter.  

I met Grandma Bemiss when I was just 10 years old. Her countenance was kind and calm. A sense of peace 
enveloped her. This is how I remember her. Her life was not remarkable in the sense that she did anything 
out of the ordinary by the day’s standard, but she left a legacy of ‘making do’ and finding joy that has an 
immeasurable feeling of extraordinary. 

This poem was written in tribute to Maud by her daughter, Luella, Joleen’s grandma. 

Your hands may be wrinkled, 
And calloused and hard, 
   As you smooth out the cares of the day, 
But your touch is tender and loving and kind, 
As I kneel by my bedside to pray. 

Your dress may be faded, 
And soiled a wee bit, 
   And a hole's covered up with a patch 
   of some other color, or some other kind; 
You don't seem to mind they don't even match. 

Your shoes are run over; 
The soles are worn thru, 
But your step falters not thru the day 
As you walk and you work for 
   the ones that you love, 
And only "more work" is your pay. 

But your hair is so lovely, 
Your smile is so sweet, 
Your eyes beam with light 
    that's divine; 
So I don't ever think of your 
    hands, dress and shoes; 
I'm so proud, mother dear, you 
    are mine! 

Mother Dear
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Edmund and Anna Mariah Baker 

February	Genealogy	Q&A	

The	BIGS	Outreach	Commi3ee	will	offer	its	fourth	evening	drop-
in	session	at	the	Bainbridge	Library,	on	February	12th,	the	second	
Wednesday	of	this	month,	between	6:00	–	8:00	PM.	Our	
“Genealogy	Q&A”	sessions	are	free	and	open	to	the	public.	This	
is	not	a	presentaTon,	but	a	hands-on,	interacTve	opportunity.	
The	plan	is	to	answer	quesTons	about	genealogy	and	acquaint	
folks	with	what	resources	are	available	to	help	in	their	research.	
Everyone	is	welcome	–	members	and	non-members	alike.	

Bring	a	friend!	

Express your concern about the closure of the National Archives on Sand 
Point Way by contacting your representatives now:

 

Derek Kilmer - https://kilmer.house.gov/contact 
 

Maria Cantwell - https://www.cantwell.senate.gov/contact  
 

Patty Murray - https://www.murray.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/contactme 	
		

The 400 Year Return: In Search of Identity
On Saturday, February 8th at 7:30 PM, the Bainbridge Island Art Museum is hosting a 
presentation by Karen Vargas about her personal quest to find identity, ancestry and 

origins, highlighting her recent trip to Ghana where she attended the 400 Year Return, 
an international commemoration of the 400 years since the first enslaved Africans 
arrived in Jamestown, Virginia. The presentation will be held in the Frank Buxton 

Auditorium at BIMA. There is no charge, but reservations are recommended as space 
is limited. For more information, go to: BIMA

https://kilmer.house.gov/contact
https://www.cantwell.senate.gov/contact
https://www.murray.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/contactme
https://www.biartmuseum.org/event/the-400-year-return-in-search-of-identity/
https://kilmer.house.gov/contact
https://www.cantwell.senate.gov/contact
https://www.murray.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/contactme
https://www.biartmuseum.org/event/the-400-year-return-in-search-of-identity/
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Monthly Members’ Meetings 

JOIN US! 

Friday, February 21, 10:00 AM to Noon 
Bainbridge Public Library, 1270 Madison Ave N 

Answering BIGS’ Members Questions About Family Search 
Speaker: Joleen Aitchison 

We are fortunate to have Joleen as a resource to our membership, especially when it comes to all 
things Family Search. If you have a question about using Family Search that you would like Joleen to 

address, please submit it in advance to Sylvia Nelson at shn1@ix.netcom.com 

Friday, March 20, 10:00 AM to Noon 
Bainbridge Public Library, 1270 Madison Ave N 

Genealogical Benefits of FaceBook 
Speaker: Marilyn Schunke 

Find the complete meeting schedule on our website.

Puget	Sound	Genealogical	Society’s		

Kitsap	AnTque	Show	2020	

AnTque	Sales		-		Raffles		-		Appraisals		-		Food		-		Free	Parking	

Sunday,	February	23,	9	AM	to	4	PM	

President’s	Hall,	Kitsap	County	Fairgrounds		

1250	Fairgrounds	Rd	NW,	Bremerton	

Admission:	$6.00			Appraisals:	$5.00	per	item	

mailto:shn1@ix.netcom.com
http://bigenealogy.org/monthly-meetings/
mailto:shn1@ix.netcom.com
http://bigenealogy.org/monthly-meetings/
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Special Interest Groups 
For BIGS Members Only 

Refer to our website for the complete schedule. 

Skill Building, second Friday of the month 
Friday, February 14, 10 AM to Noon 
Bainbridge Public Library, Community Room 
Topic: Planning a Family History Research Trip: Why, Where, and How 
Facilitator: Betty Wiese and Andy Hoskins with group sharing 

Skill Building, second Friday of the month 
Friday, March 13, 10 AM to Noon 
Bainbridge Public Library, Community Room 
Topic: PowerPoint Tips to Help You Tell Your Family Story 
Facilitator: Larry Noedel 
Note: Those new to PowerPoint are encouraged to explore the basics before 
attending. You can do a general search on how to use PowerPoint. 

Genealogy Q&A - Drop In 
Second Wednesday Evening Sessions 
February 12, 6:00 – 8:00 PM 
Bainbridge Public Library, downstairs 
Facilitators: Larry Noedel, Susan Wood, Andy Hoskins 
Drop by! No formal program. Here’s an opportunity for help and 
encouragement if you are stuck or just wondering what to do next. 

Great Britain SIG 
Friday, February 7, 10 AM to Noon 
Bainbridge Public Library, downstairs 
Facilitators: Judith Rogerson and Priscilla Greenlees 

Evening Discussion Group (EDG), third Tuesday of the month 
Tuesday, February 18, 7 PM to 9 PM 
HomeStreet Bank, 921 Hildebrand Lane, Community Room, 1st floor 
Topic: This all-topics genealogy discussion group loves hearing about your challenges as well as 
your discoveries.  A great group for beginners and experienced researchers alike. 
Facilitators: Mary Ferm and Sue Elfving 

Irish SIG,  
Thursday, February 20, 1 PM to 3 PM 
Bainbridge Public Library, Community Room 
Facilitators: Cathy Jones-Smith and Kathy Penn 

http://bigenealogy.org/special-interest-groups/
http://bigenealogy.org/special-interest-groups/
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Your newsletter was edited by Andrea Hoskins and designed by Lori Gibson

New England and Mid-Atlantic SIG 
Friday, March 4, 10 AM to Noon 
HomeStreet Bank, 921 Hildebrand Lane, Community Room, 1st floor 
Facilitator: Mary Ferm 
Please	note	change	of	locaTon	–	the	usual	meeTng	room	is	not	available	this	month.	

Writers’ Workshop 
Friday, March 4, 12:30 to 2:30 
Meeting will be held at Pat Scott’s home @ 8511 Ferncliff Ave NE 
Please be ready to discuss Steps 8 & 9 in Carmack’s book 
Facilitator: Andy Hoskins 
Please	note	change	of	locaTon	–	the	usual	meeTng	room	is	not	available	this	month.	

Southern States SIG,  
Next meeting: To Be Determined 
Watch this space! 
Facilitator: Paula Schmidt 

Events Around the Sound 

Seattle Genealogical Society 
SGS Library, 6200 Sand Point Way NE, Seattle 
Second Saturday: The Price of Love: American Women, the Cable Act and Lost Citizenship 
Saturday, February 8, 1:00 – 3:00 PM 
Topic: The rights of women from the founding of America’s colonies to the turmoil of the suffrage era in 
the 20th century and beyond.  
Speaker: Lisa Oberg 
Confirm events and learn more at SGS 

Puget Sound Genealogical Society 
Heninger Room, Sylvan Way Library, 1301 Sylvan Way, Bremerton 
PGSG Classes are free and open to the public. Call 1-360-475-9172 to register. 
Wednesday, February 26, 1:00 – 2:00 PM 
Topic: Assembling Your Proof-Hunting for High Quality Sources 
Presenter: Steven Morrison 
Confirm events and learn more at PSGS 

https://seagensoc.org/
http://www.pusogensoc.org/
https://seagensoc.org/
http://www.pusogensoc.org/

