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News from the 
Board

The Nominating Committee, 
chaired by Don Scott, met and 
confirmed the slate of 
candidates to present for a vote 
at the April 19, 2019 meeting. 
The slate includes: 

President: Betty Wiese 
Vice President /Program Chair: 
Sylvia Nelson 
Secretary: Rebecca Pratt 
Treasurer: Sue Hassenmiller 
Director #1 Ways & Means: 
Betsy Hettich 
Director #2 Publicity & PR: Sue 
Elfving 
Director #3 Ombudsman: Don 
Scott 

We will take nominations from 
the floor at the April meeting. 
Any member desiring to be a 
nominee may either self-
nominate or have someone 
nominate them. If they are not 
present at the meeting they 
must provide a signed 
statement that they are willing 
to be nominated and serve in 
the position. Only paid-in-full 
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Member’s Corner 
Discovering Fort Zeller 
Contributed by Andrea Hoskins 

One of my favorite parts of a family history trip is the experience of 
“walking in the footsteps” of my ancestors. I love to stand where 
they might have stood and take in the view of a piece of our 
country that they helped to settle; or, walk along the river that 
brought them to their new home; or, tour the camp where they 
trained for battle. Don’t get me wrong. I spend plenty of time in 
the cemeteries and churchyards puzzling over gravestones. And, 
of course, lots of hours go into libraries, museums and archives. 
But the places where ancestors lived and breathed, where they 
made their mark in this world – those offer something special. 

If you are going to find these special places, good preparation and 
research is necessary before you head out on your adventure. 
There may well be unexpected finds, or lucky misdirection that 
happens without planning, but good investigation with Google 
and the Internet in general, can help you uncover sites you had no 
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clue existed or were relevant to 
you. 

Before a family history trip to 
Pennsylvania, where my sister 
Julie and I intended to retrace 
the steps of our Palatine 
forbearers, I spent time on 
Google with each of the 
relevant family names. Among 
other discoveries, I came across 
a website for “Fort Zeller” in 
Tulpehocken, one of the towns 
we intended to visit. A little bit 
of research showed me that this 
structure was built by my 7th 
great grandfather, Johann 
Heinrich Zeller. The Zellers were 
French Huguenots that had to 
flee France and wound up 
joining in the Palatine Migration 
of 1710. I learned I could 
arrange a tour, and, of course, I 
did. 

On the day of our tour, with the 
help of GPS we found the site – 
up a nondescript drive we 
never would have noticed on 
our own. We parked in front of 
an old farmhouse, and just as 
we were wondering what to do 
next, a fellow came out of the 
nearby horse barn and 
introduced himself. His mother 
had been a Zeller and his 
parents had worked hard to 
preserve the small fort. He said 
a little reluctantly that the 
responsibility was his now.  

Maybe 50 yards down from the 
farmhouse sat a stone house. 
The windows were small and 
few, the walls thick. Our guide 
explained that this “fort,” the 
oldest existing fortified building 
of its kind in Pennsylvania, was 

a house of refuge. First built by 
the Zellers in 1723 when they 
arrived in Tulpehocken from 
Schoharie Valley in upstate 
New York, they improved and 
rebuilt it in 1745 using heavy 
timber construction with stone 
exterior and plaster over 
wattles  (i.e., woven lattice of 
wooden strips) on the interior.  
Securable window shutters 
were made for the small 
windows, and a multi-step 
handle for the door so only 
those familiar with it could 
open it. The building straddled 
a running spring; water could 
be accessed without going 
outside.  

The Zellers were pushing out 
into unsettled territory and the 
threat of Indian attack was very 
real. This safe house could 
accommodate the Zeller family 
and immediate neighbors. 
Downstairs we toured two 
rooms, separated by a large 
stone fireplace and hearth for 
cooking and heating. The 
windowsills were wide and 
concave, and acted as 
washbasins that could be 
emptied out the connecting 
windows.  Upstairs, we found a 
large attic room for sleeping, 
with porthole like windows.  

Over the years, the safe house 
has seen other uses.  It is 
currently filled with an 
intriguing assortment of 
antiques and artifacts that have 
collected there over the years – 
farm and kitchen tools, quilts, 
chairs, dry sinks, spinning 
wheels, and the like.  Our 

members are eligible to vote at 
the meeting. If you have not yet 
renewed your membership and 
want to participate in the future 
direction of BIGS, please renew 
as soon as possible.  

Betty Wiese 
President 

February Speaker 
Rescheduled  

Due to the impact of the 
February snows, our speaker for 
the monthly meeting had to be 
rescheduled. The new date for 
Janet O’Conor Camarata’s 
presentation on “Mapping an 
Ancestor” is Friday, March 29th, 
at our usual time (10:00 - 12:00) 
in our usual place (Bainbridge 
Library). This presentation is in 
addition to our third Friday 
monthly meeting. 

Using geography and maps in 
research provides visual clues to 
help answer questions about 
where, how far, and what is 
nearby.  By focusing on the 
George E. Curry family of Ohio 
and Kansas, our speaker will 
show us how maps can help 
focus your research, locate 
property, discover lost place 
names, identify jurisdictions to 
write for records and maybe 
even solve a family mystery. 

mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
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distant cousin that generously gave us a tour of the 
house and the grounds, said that he wasn’t sure 
that he would be able to continue showing the 
property on request as his parents had done. My 

sister and I felt especially fortunate to have had the 
opportunity to stand where our ancestors had 
taken their stand and explore the refuge that they 
had created. 

FORT ZELLER AND ITS SPRING

ASSORTMENT OF COOKING UTENSILS AT THE HEARTH IN THE MAIN ROOM

DEEP WINDOWSILL THAT DOUBLES AS WASHBASIN
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Tips for Using Gedmatch… 

Are you exploring genetic genealogy? Gedmatch, now officially called Gedmatch Genesis, is a site 
that allows you to upload your own DNA information regardless of where you tested, and compare 
your results with potential relatives. If you are using Gedmatch to help identify your DNA matches, 
there is a site you will want to know about.  “Who Are You Made Of?” is the name of a website that 
offers all kinds of suggestions and directions for using Gedmatch.  

Along with a tutorial for beginners, there are frequent blogs that address different aspects of using 
Gedmatch for your research. To start, you can learn how and why to upload your information to 
Gedmatch if you haven’t done that yet.  Then get help with how to use the one-to–many 
comparisons and figure out how your DNA match is related.  

Check it out at whoareyoumadeof.com. 

Registration Now Open! 
2019 Northwest Genealogy Conference   

“Open Windows to the Past” 

August 14 – 17, 2019 
Byrnes Performing Arts Center 

18821 Crown Ridge Blvd., Arlington WA 

Four days of genealogy with nationally known speakers, including 
Michael Strauss, Angie Bush, and Thomas MacEntee 

Space is limited 
Register now at Northwest Genealogy Conference	

Beyond the Basics: Genetic Genealogy in Practice

The Olympia Genealogical Society will hold its 2019 Spring Seminar on Saturday, March 30th from 
8:30 to 3:30 at Capital Event Center, 6005 Tyee Dr SW, Tumwater.  

Blaine Bettinger is the featured speaker. Sessions include:  Using Autosomal DNA for 18th and 19th 
Century Mysteries, Using Third Party Tools to Analyze Your Autosomal DNA , The Danger of Distant 
Matches, and Mapping Your Chromosomes Using DNA Painter. 

Cost: OGS members $50, non-members $60, before March 18th 
Complete details are available at www.olygensoc.org 

http://www.byrnesperformingarts.org/
https://stillygen.org/cpage.php?pt=50
https://olygensoc.org/
https://whoareyoumadeof.com/blog/category/genetic-genealogy/gedmatch/gedmatch-genesis/
http://www.byrnesperformingarts.org/
https://stillygen.org/cpage.php?pt=50
https://olygensoc.org/
https://whoareyoumadeof.com/blog/category/genetic-genealogy/gedmatch/gedmatch-genesis/
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Monthly Members’ Meetings 

JOIN US 

Friday, March 15, 10:00 AM to Noon 
Bainbridge Public Library, 1270 Madison Ave N 

Topic: Preserving and Digitizing Oversized Documents 
Speakers: Mary Hammer and Maggie Cogswell, Digital Projects and           

Preservation Archivists with the Washington State Archives 

Friday, March 29, 10:00 AM to Noon 
Bainbridge Public Library, 1270 Madison Ave N 

Topic: Mapping an Ancestor, using geography and maps in your 
research 

Speaker: Janet O'Conor Camarata 

Contact Historian Betsy Hettich for presentation handouts. 
The complete meeting schedule is on our website.

March is Women’s History Month

mailto:bhettich@hotmail.com
http://bigenealogy.org/monthly-meetings/
mailto:bhettich@hotmail.com
http://bigenealogy.org/monthly-meetings/
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Special Interest Groups 
For BIGS Members Only 

Refer to our website for the complete schedule. 

Skill Building, second Friday of the month 
Friday, March 8, 10 AM to Noon 
Bainbridge Public Library 
Topic: Member Sharing/Problem Solving 
Presenter: Betty Wiese 

Evening Discussion Group (EDG), third Monday of the month 
Monday, March 18, 7 PM to 9 PM 
HomeStreet Bank on Hildebrand Lane, Community Room, 1st floor. Knock if it’s 
locked! 
Topic: Active problem solving and updates on research progress 
Leaders: Sue Elving and Mary Ferm 

Great Britain Special Interest Group, two times quarterly 
Friday, April 5, 10 AM to Noon 
LDS Church, 8677 Madison Ave NE 
Facilitator: Joleen Aitchison 

http://bigenealogy.org/special-interest-groups/
http://bigenealogy.org/special-interest-groups/
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Happening Around the Sound 
Seattle Genealogical Society - 6200 Sand Point Way NE, Seattle 

Second Saturday Speaker Series: Female Ancestors 
Saturday, March 9, 2019 - 1:00pm to 3:00pm 
Speaker:  Lisa Oberg 
Women make up one half of our ancestry and yet discovering their stories can be some of our 
biggest genealogical challenges. Identifying maiden names is a key objective, but understanding 
how they lived is equally important. Because they were all too often left out of the history books we 
have to use other methods to piece together details for our female ancestors. We'll explore a 
variety of strategies for bringing our grandmothers out of the shadows. 
Confirm event: http://seattlegenealogicalsociety.org 

Puget Sound Genealogical Society – 1301 Sylvan Way, Bremerton  

Using Family Search 
Tuesday, April 2, 10:30am – 12:30 pm 
Sylvan Way Library, Heninger Room 
Speaker: Joleen Aitchison 
Bring your laptop and explore the many features of the Familysearch.org website. Class is 
limited to 15 participants. 

Discovering Your Ancestors – Series II 
Saturday, 10:30am – 12:30pm 
March 2, 23, April 6, 27, May 4, 25 
Sylvan Way Library, Heninger Room 
Speaker: Janet O’Conor Camarata 
This series of six presentations will cover a multitude of important aspects of genealogical research, 
including the research process, maps and atlases, land records, digital files, courthouse research, 
military records, immigration, and tips and tools. For details, check the class 
calendar on the Puget Sound Genealogical Society website.   

Your newsletter was edited by Andrea Hoskins and designed by Lori Gibson

BIGS Website
FACEBO

http://www.bigenealogy.org
https://www.facebook.com/Bainbridge-Island-Genealogical-Society-121931131164110/
http://seattlegenealogicalsociety.org
http://www.pusogensoc.org/psgs/events/calendar/
http://seattlegenealogicalsociety.org
http://www.pusogensoc.org/psgs/events/calendar/
https://www.facebook.com/Bainbridge-Island-Genealogical-Society-121931131164110/
http://www.bigenealogy.org

