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Member’s Corner 
MOON (SHINE) OVER MONTANA 
Submitted by Betty Wiese 

The story continued to report a search revealed a 30-gallon 
boiler type still in the cellar in operation on a four-burner 
gasoline stove.  Arranged along the wall were 12 barrels of 
mash ready to be converted into moonshine, according to 
Sheriff Isaac.  The mash was made of 50 pounds of sugar, 15 
pounds of syrup with yeast,  to each barrel,  and would have 
produced, according to Mr. Kray, $800 worth of liquor inside 
of two weeks, at which time Mr. Kray expected to move his 
family to Hardin where he had rented a farm.  To destroy the 

News from the 
Board

From each of us on the Board, 
please take care and stay 

healthy.  This is a challenge for 
us all, with lots of questions and 

uncertainties.  

Status of meetings  

The board will meet via 
teleconference on April 9th.  All 
planned BIGS activities are 
cancelled through the end of 
April.  We suspect that May 
activities may be impacted as 
well; we will know more in a few 
weeks so watch for updates via 
email messages and webpage 
postings. We have made these 
two decisions: 

May 1st - No Great Britain SIG  

May 2nd - Genealogy 101 
Public Event - Postponed; will 
be rescheduled 

Election of Board for 
2020/2021 Term 

As you saw in Sylvia Nelson's 
March 20, 2020 email, we are 
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12 barrels of mash it was necessary to transfer it in small 
buckets to the outside through a trap door on the porch and 
proved a long, tedious job.   

It was further reported two gallons of the illicit liquor were 
found on the premises, the rest having been taken to Hardin 
and sold for the holiday trade. Sheriff Isaac brought Kray and 
the still to Hysham, where the defendant entered a plea of 
guilty when arraigned and furnished a $360 cash bail for his 
appearance in district court January 7. 

Henry Kray (1882-1949) was my maternal grandfather who 
immigrated from the Netherlands in 1908 to settle in 
Montana.  He and my grandmother Johanna had 3 sons (born 
in 1911, 1912 and 1914) when they lived in Red Lodge 
Montana operating a dairy.  In 1915 he filed for a homestead 
of ~630 acres in the SW part of what is now Treasure County.  

Their daughter Johanna (my mother) was born on the 
homestead in the summer of 1917. My grandparents sold the 
homestead to pay off a mortgage debt of $9000.  They were 
in the process of moving into Hardin to run a dairy business 
when he was arrested. 

So where was McRae, Montana?   

It doesn't exist anymore but was in the southeastern  
Montana, about 80 miles east of Billings.  As is evident from 
the photo below, it was and is a wide-open space. The 
homestead was 30 miles from any real town, Hardin to south 

conducting the election via 
email this year.  If you haven't 
voted and want to, please do so 
soon.   The new board will be 
affirmed (remotely) on April 
17th. 

Opportunities to contribute 
to BIGS community and to 

stay connected 

(1) Newsletter contributions: 
What a great time (and maybe 
motivator) to write about a little 
part of your family's history (an 
event, a place, a finding) to share 
as a member story.  Feel free to 
offer research tips,  
recommended books or fun 
genealogy puzzles or other 
ideas.  Contact our Newsletter 
Editor Susan Palmer at 
skpalmer24@gmail.com 

(2) Share family photos in our 
website slide show  
(it's on our home page).  Provide 
a brief description of the photo 
if you can.  Contact Lori Gibson 
at foxglove12@comcast.net 

(3)  Post questions, ask for help, 
or share resources  
(e.g., webinars, databases, 
books) through our  member 
email network 
(BIGSNET@googlegroups.com).  
If you are not a member of this 
network, please contact Rebecca 
Pratt (outgoing secretary) at 
willflourish@hotmail.com or 
Holly Ardinger (incoming 
secretary) at 
hollyardinger@gmail.com  

Kray Family on homestead ~ 1923  
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or Hysham to north. Use google maps to look for Kray 
Coulee to see the general area.     

How lucrative was the moonshine business?  I don't know 
what he paid for the ingredients, but today $800 in liquor 
would be close to $12,000. To post cash bail of $360, one 
would need about $5300.  

As I reflect on this story and the times, I wonder: Was this the 
time my mom remembered as a child when some men came 
to the house and her mother told her to stay in the back of 
house until she was called out?  Why were there five agents 
involved?  How did they find about Henry's still? (who tipped 
them off?)  What about the trapdoor mentioned (the porch to 
cellar), was it part of the original construction of the house or 
added when he ventured into the moonshine business?   

(4) Our mentor team is still 
available for remote 
consultations.   
If you want help working on a 
particular issue and don't know 
who might be able to help, you 
can ask for a mentor to work with 
you.  To request a mentor, 
contact  Betty Wiese at 
bettywiese@comcast.net  with a 
brief description of your 
research question or issue.  

(5) Membership Roster:   
You will soon receive (via email) 
a copy of our membership roster 
which has the email and phone 
contact information for all our 
members in case you want to 
reach out to specific members. 
(NOTE: Membership information 
is available ONLY to members, 
not outside of BIGS.  It is NOT 
posted on our website for 
example.) 

(6) Get Creative:   
For example, via Zoom (or other 
teleconferencing app) you could 
offer to host a "virtual" 
discussion of a topic.  You can 
explore interest via BIGSNET 
messages. 

Betty Wiese 
President 

Henry Kray and family 1918

What are you curious about?  Share your thoughts and ideas. 
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Special Interest Groups 
For BIGS Members Only 

Refer to our website for dates when we resume meeting. 

Skill Building - second Friday of the month 

DNA - quarterly 

Great Britain - monthly 

Irish & Scots-Irish - quarterly 

New England and Mid-Atlantic - quarterly 

Southern States - TBD 

Writer’s Workshop - monthly 

Genealogy Q&A - second Monday, evening sessions 

Evening Discussion Group - third Tuesday, evening sessions 

Members’ Meetings 

All April meetings are cancelled.  

http://bigenealogy.org/special-interest-groups/
http://bigenealogy.org/special-interest-groups/
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President's Annual Letter to 
Members 
I am grateful to be a part of this wonderful, 
supportive group of folks who share a passion for 
family history. 

Last year we asked you to share your vision for 
BIGS, including strengths, weaknesses, and 
opportunities and potential problems to watch 
out for. We received helpful, detailed input from 
28 members, which was shared with the whole 
membership by email. I am sharing my 
perspective on a couple of themes I saw in the 
feedback.   

Outreach ("more advertising" "more "publicity"). 
The board created an outreach committee whose 
purposes include building partnerships (e.g., 
Library, Historical Museum) and finding 
opportunities to promote BIGS and family history 
research throughout the community. One of their 
efforts, in partnership with the library, is the 
monthly Genealogy Q&A drop-in for members of 
the public.  

Volunteerism to support BIGs.  Many noted the 
depth and breadth of genealogy knowledge and 
experience sharing among members.  Others 
expressed concern about over reliance on a small 
group of folks to lead and deliver our efforts.  

In my view, we have a growing cadre of members 
who are actively participating in keeping BIGS a 
vibrant, relevant organization.  One group took 
on a big job to refresh our website.  More than 
two dozen members helped plan and carry out 

our 2nd  Annual Family History Month event in 
October. Members have volunteered to facilitate 
three of our newer Special Interest Groups and to 
lead topic discussions for Skill Building SIGS.   
These are just a few examples. 

I am excited about new people joining the board.  
Serving on the board does not require genealogy 
experience; there are so many other ways to 
contribute. I think the new board will activate one 
or more committees to support them, so please 
watch for these and other opportunities to 
contribute. 

BIGS is on a strong foundation to move forward; 
we continue to have a membership of over 90 
members and continue to draw new members. 
The feedback we get when members decide not 
to renew is about what is going on for them, not 
any kind of  reflection on BIGS.  We are on a 
sound financial footing, including enough funds 
in a CD that we could operate normally for at 
least a year even if we had no new income. Please 
see our Treasurer's Annual Report for more 
details.   

I have been honored to have been on the board 
since 2009, serving as president for five terms; I 
look forward to supporting incoming President 
Andy Hoskins and the whole board.  I plan to 
focus particularly on member education, 
including, for example, "sponsoring" our 2nd 
Friday Skill Building SIGs. 

Thank you for your membership and friendship. 

Betty Wiese
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Genealogy Word Search - - All Things BIGS

S T O R I E S W S V C Y Y S S 
T S E H T C E P D O R R B U K 
I T Z N G B E Z L J W A T P I 
F N O U S A I L M E J R O P L 
O E H I K G A N Y L S B U O L 
R V T E D B I T R L V I T R B 
P E R W O S E B O S S L R T U 
N S T R P I H S R E B M E M I 
O G A T C V Z A C P O O A I L 
N T K O E R V R R R I L C S D 
E K S V O L U N T E E R H G I 
R L C T W O S R U E T A M A N 
E H N Y S F I W N I P O R D G 
I E E E H I G U E B O A R D P 
M T R D H T S V U N V V V G E 

AMATEUR 
BIGSNET 
BOARD 
COLLABORATE 
DROPIN 
EVENTS 
LIBRARY 
MEMBERSHIP 
MENTOR 
NEWSLETTER 
NONPROFIT 
OUTREACH 
RESOURCES 
SHARE 
SIGS 
SKILLBUILDING 
SOCIETY 
SPEAKERS 
STORIES 
SUPPORT 
VOLUNTEER 
WEBSITE

Find all these BIGS related words in the puzzle - horizontally, vertically, diagonally or backwards.  
Created by Andy Hoskins
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2019 Financial Report 
BIGS is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.  We use the cash accounting method which means recognizing 
income when it comes in and paying expenses when they occur.  

Our budget year is January 1st to Dec 31st and it is based on estimated income and expenses. Our major 
expenses are the rental of the library meeting room, speaker fees, lunch and transportation and copies of 
speaker’s handouts. As required by the library and other facilities, BIGS has a liability insurance policy.  

This year BIGS expanded our outreach efforts, which are detailed in the President’s letter. Expenses 
connected with the outreach effort include handout printing and purchase of a large public banner 
advertising our October public event.  

Please contact me, if you have any questions.  

Sue Hassenmiller, Treasurer 
Suzyh1943@gmail.com 

Your newsletter was edited by Susan Palmer and designed by Lori Gibson

mailto:Suzyh1943@gmail.com
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