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Members’ Corner 
Finding Anna Joyce 
A Short Story by Cathy Jones-Smith 

I startle when the phone rings and pulls 
my attention from the nightly news.  
Probably a telemarketer, I think as I 
squint at caller ID.  But instantly I 
recognize that familiar Portland number.  
It pops up now just as it has hundreds 
of times in the past decade. It’s Laura – 

my cousin and genealogy buddy – whom I met in 2008. 
My eyes dart to the Ansonia wall clock across the room.   
9:20 - quite late for this early-rising 
teacher to call on a school night.  My 
pulse quickens.  I’ll bet she’s found 
something.  I kick down the footrest and 
hop from my recliner. 
“And, to what do I owe this late-night 
call?” I tease, walking down the hall. 
“Oh, thanks for picking up,” my cousin 
whispers. Her voice quivers as though she can’t quite catch 
her breath. For a moment I’m afraid something is terribly 
wrong. 
“Hey, OK.  So, I think I’ve found something,” comes her 
familiar refrain.  I’m reassured her breathlessness is just 
excitement. 
“So, I’m looking at this tree on Ancestry,” she goes on.  “It’s 
got an Anna Joyce, who married in 1902 in Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts.  The marriage record includes the parents of 

News from the 
Board

For the past several years, BIGS 
as held a public event at the 
Bainbridge Library during 
October, celebrating Family 
History Month. At our May 
Board meeting, a decision was 
made not to go forward with 
our plans for an event this 
October. Having already 
cancelled plans for a 
“Genealogy 101” event that had 
been scheduled for May, BIGS 
will not be offering any public 
special events this year. It is our 
hope that in 2021 we will be 
able to offer both. 

In recognition of Betty Wiese’s 
tenure as BIGS president, the 
board arranged to have an 
assortment of gifts dropped off 
at her door during our last 
virtual board meeting. Betty 
received an orchid, two coffee 
mugs crafted by an Indianola 
potter, and an assortment of 
coffee and chocolates from 
Poulsbo’s Grounds for Change. 
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the bride and groom.  And, listen to this, Anna’s were Patrick 
Joyce and Bridget Sullivan.” 
My diaphragm constricts around my ribcage until I hardly 
breathe.  Trying to grasp what Cousin has told me, I move 
my feet to help me think.  Circling the dining room table, I 
recall the photo from my grandma’s collection - an unknown 
woman, photographed by “Lyon of Pittsfield,” circa 1900.  I 
walk faster to release tension.  “You’ve just gotta to be 
kidding me,” I finally say, shaking my head.  “Anna Joyce, in 
Pittsfield?  I can’t believe it.” 

“I KNOW!”  Laura blurts out.  “I had to call because I can’t 
believe it either.” 
“How did you find this tree?” I question her. 
“The tree,” she explains, “belongs to a DNA match.” 
I steady myself on the back of a chair.  My mind pulls at each 
thread – Anna Joyce, Pittsfield, Patrick Joyce and Bridget 
Sullivan, a DNA match – all woven together.  I stare off into 
the distance at nothing.  For a long time, we are silent, just 
taking it all in.  Intuitively we know that Laura has discovered 
something we’ve long hoped to find: our great grandmother 
Bridget Joyce McDonough McBride’s family.  We hardly 
sleep a wink that night. I open the well-worn folder labeled, 
“Bridget Joyce of Patrick - baptisms 1865-1872.”  From her 
marriage record, we know that Bridget’s father was named 
Patrick, but we have no idea about her mother.  We’d 

She collected the gifts from her 
front door and opened them 
with the board looking on. It 
wasn’t quite the same as a 
presentation in front of the 
membership with hugs and 
applause, but I think we got the 
point across – Thank you, Betty 
for all you have done on behalf 
of BIGS these past five years and 
beyond!  

Zooming Along 

Our monthly members’ meeting 
went ahead on May 15th, as we 
used Zoom for the first time. The 
turnout was good, with at least 
27 members joining in. The 
presentation by Janice Lovelace, 
entitled “Was Great-
Grandmother Really Native 
American?” was well-received. 
Members were able to get their 
questions answered by using the 
“chat” feature on Zoom. All in all, 
we got good feedback from 
participants, and will use the 
same platform for June’s 
presentation. Susan Strawn will 
be re-visiting her fascinating 
presentation “Changing 
Clothes.” See details in our event 
listing. 

Please feel free to share the 
Zoom invitation to our monthly 
meeting with friends you think 
might be interested. Our 
presentations have always been 
open to the public, and right 
now, sharing the invitation is the 
best way to continue this 
practice.  On the other hand, 
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Skill Building sessions and SIGs 
are intended for members only. 

Getting the Word Out 

To increase public awareness of 
our Online Genealogy Q&A, 
Larry Noedel has seen to it that 
we have a banner on the Safeway 
fence announcing this new 
offering. The banner is designed 
so that it can be used in other 
locations as well. So, watch for it 
on a corner near you! If you have 
friends that might be getting 
interested in genealogy (perhaps 
due to too much time spent with 
their living relatives lately), direct 
them to our website where they 
can request a Q&A session to 
help them begin the adventure.  

 Andy Hoskins 
President 

already narrowed down potential parents to a few couples.  
Now, with this DNA connection, it seems we’re down to just 
one: Patrick Joyce and Bridget Sullivan. 
In the next few weeks, research goes into overdrive.  Laura 
reaches out to several DNA matches, while I comb through 
records.  Anna’s 1899 passenger list provides details about 
connections back in County Galway and in Pittsfield.  Federal 
census records for Anna and her husband indicate they had 
two children and lived just across the Massachusetts border 
in New Lebanon, New York. 
Laura makes contact with Anna’s granddaughter, who offers 
to help us.  We exchange emails with DNA cousins, 
descendants of Honor Joyce, another Joyce sister who 
remained in Ireland. 
We try to stay focused on Anna and finally locate her death 
record - 14 November 1929. 
Anna’s burial doesn’t come up on Find-a-Grave, so I make 
calls to the small cemeteries between Pittsfield and New 
Lebanon.  I speak with Beth at Immaculate Conception in 
New Lebanon.  “Anna’s not here,” she reports after checking 
their records.  “I’ll give you Linda’s number up at St. Joseph’s 
Cemetery.  I’ll bet Anna’s buried there.” 
I’m out when Linda returns my call.  “I’ve got good news,” 
she says, her voice brisk like a spring morning. “Not only is 
Anna buried here at St. Joseph’s, but I’ve got her obituary.”  
As soon as I get her message, I call her back.  
“Give me your email address and I’ll send it off in the 
morning,” she promises.   
“OK,” I stall.  “But I wonder… would you mind reading Anna’s 
obituary to me?” 
“Oh, sure.”  I close my eyes and listen carefully as Linda reads 
the clipping. “Anna of New Lebanon… a short illness and 
hospitalization…” When she gets to “surviving family,” I hold 
my breath.  “Besides her husband, she leaves a son, Francis, 
and a daughter, Catherine, both of this city, and one sister, 
Mrs. Bridget McBride of Seattle, Washington.” 
“Yes!” I shout into the phone, jumping up and fist bumping 
the air. 
Hands shaking, I text Laura, who’s still at school.  THEY’RE 
SISTERS FOR SURE! CALL ME!  Then I watch for the familiar 
Portland number to pop up on caller ID. 

Tip of the month 
Compliments of the Seattle 
Genealogical Association - 

The Library of Congress has an 
extensive collection of maps that 
can be searched on-line for free. 

One can find the complete 
archive of Sanborn Fire Insurance 

maps, historical maps from the 
1600’s, and many maps of other 
countries, some quite old and 
others produced by the CIA. 

https://loc.gov/maps 

https://loc.gov/maps
https://loc.gov/maps
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ON TV - The Genetic Detective review by Sue Hassenmiller 
The anticipation I had for CeCe Moore’s new show was clearly met from the quick 
story of her life, how she got started with genealogy and then DNA which lead to her 
solving crimes. I thoroughly enjoyed the content and CeCe’s way of explaining the 
process of using DNA and genealogy to identify a suspect of a crime. While I would 
have liked her to spend more time showing the details of her search, for a 
commercial program, I was pleased with the details she did show. However the 
dancing graphics were distracting. 

What I found most interesting was my husband’s reaction to the show. He was very 
intrigued and fascinated with the show. Ken said that he could understand some of what CeCe talked about 
but did not understand everything. (He has done a DNA test but was not interested in the details, now maybe 
he will be). He is looking forward to the rest of the series as it is nice to have a show which stimulates the 
mind. 

SOS HELP - I AM STUCK  
You can get  one-to-one help through our Mentor Program; it is one of the 
many benefits of membership. 

How it works:  send an email to Bettywiese@comcast.net with a brief 
description of the problem you are trying to solve.  What is it you need help 
with?  Betty will work with our team of designated mentors to find one person 
who will work with you via email, phone call, Zoom, or eventually in person  
Who you are matched with depends on mentor areas of interest/knowledge 

as well as availability. Mentors do not do your work for you; they can help you refine your question, 
analyze what you know, and identify possible resources. 

Who are the mentors?  Our mentors are experienced researchers who have volunteered and been 
confirmed by the board to serve in this role.  They have various areas of expertise; they are all familiar 
with the fundamentals of genealogy research and are experienced problem solvers in their own 
genealogy.  Some of our mentors specialize in DNA topics; others focus on other aspects of 
genealogy. 

Can members contact mentors directly?  Members can reach out to any member to ask for help, 
including posting questions on BIGSNET. bigsnet@googlegroups.com But if you do not know who can 
help, asking to be matched with a mentor can be a good step. Currently our designated mentors are:  
Joleen Aitchison, Sue Elving, Mary Ferm, Sue Hassenmiller, Sylvia Nelson, Rebecca Pratt, and Claire 
Smith. 

Please contact Betty if you have questions about the mentor program or how to access it. 

mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
mailto:bigsnet@googlegroups.com
mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
mailto:bigsnet@googlegroups.com
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Monthly Members’ Meetings 
June 19, 2020   10:00 - 12:00 

Zoom presentation by guest speaker Susan Strawn 

Changing Clothes: Use Fashion Styles as Clues to Date Your Photographs 
Many people inherit albums or boxes filled with old family photos, and nearly everyone 
has a few mystery photos. How can researchers use clues in fashion styles to estimate 

dates or identify family members, saving those photos for the next generation? 

July 17, 2020    10:00 - 12:00 
Zoom presentation by founding BIGS member Claire Smith 

Getting Unstuck, Working Through Genealogy Research Problems  
focusing on techniques and tools to get past your research dead ends. 

Special Interest Groups 
For BIGS Members Only 

Skill Building - second Friday of the month 

June 12, 2020 - 10:00 am - 12:00 
Zoom Presentation/Discussion -  

Introduction to My Heritage for records searching, family trees and discoveries  
Facilitators:  Betty Wiese, Larry Noedel, Sue Hassenmiller  

with member sharing My Heritage.com (a paid subscription site)  
is similar, but not identical, to Ancestry.com and Familysearch.org  

with options for posting trees, getting hints and searching on-line records.  
The free version provides some basic information  

https://www.myheritage.com/page/free-genealogy.  
This meeting will not look at the DNA component of My Heritage.  

Watch for an email message to membership with Zoom link information. 

 July 10, 2020 - 10:00 am - 12:00 

Zoom Presentation/Discussion -  
PowerPoint Tips to Help You Tell Your Family Story (and Windows tool Snip & Sketch) 

Facilitator: Larry Noedel  
Note: Those new to PowerPoint and Snip & Sketch are encouraged to explore the basics before 

joining the meeting. 
Watch for an email message to membership with Zoom link information. 

http://heritage.com/
http://ancestry.com/
http://familysearch.org/
https://www.myheritage.com/page/free-genealogy
http://heritage.com/
http://ancestry.com/
http://familysearch.org/
https://www.myheritage.com/page/free-genealogy
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Special Interest Groups Cont. 
For BIGS Members Only 

Great Britain SIG  
Zoom meeting on Friday, June 5, 2020    10:00 - 12:00 

Facilitator:  Betty Wiese substituting for Judith Rogerson and Priscilla Greenlees 
     Opportunity for members to share discoveries and ask questions about research in England, 

Wales, and Scotland.   
Watch for email message to membership with the Zoom login details. 

Let Betty know if you know you would like time to share. 

Irish & Scots-Irish SIG 
Zoom meeting Friday, June 26, 2020    10:00 - 12:00 

     Cathy Jones-Smith will talk about her recent research on an Irish townland in County Galway.  
She’ll share examples of discoveries made using this approach to further her Joyce family 

research. 
     Kathy Penn will lead a book discussion on American Nations by Colin Woodard and his theory 

that the character of the early settlers of different regions of the country helped define the 
character of the people who live in these regions today.   

Kathy will focus on the Scots Irish and their influence on the culture and character of Greater 
Appalachia. Watch for email message to membership with the Zoom login details 

DNA SIG 
Write to Sue Hassenmiller to be included on the group email for notifications of Zoom meetings.  

Writer’s Workshop 
Write to Andy Hoskins to be included on the group email for notifications of Zoom meetings.

 The world of genealogy conferences is topsy turvy this year,  
but there is some lemonade mixed with the lemons. 

Unfortunately the Northwest Genealogy Conference 2020, originally scheduled for 
August 12-15 has been cancelled completely.   
While we certainly miss being able to learn and interact at this premier Northwest 
conference, there are other conferences that are opening up their on-line presence 
for us all. 
Claire Smith wrote of attending the last Celtic Connections conference two years ago 
and hearing some great presentations.  This year it’s virtual from July 31 to August 31. 

https://blog.eogn.com/2020/05/28/virtual-celtic-connections-conference-registrations-are-now-open/ 

New York Geographical and Biographical Society holds an event in Albany every fall. While they will still be meeting 
in person September 10-12, they are significantly expanding their on-line presence. There are several levels of 
participation with up to 40 sessions available livestream or on-demand plus a virtual exhibit hall, live Q&As, and 
other opportunities to engage with fellow attendees.  
Visit nysfhc.nygbs.org/at-home for a complete overview of NYSFHC@Home.  

https://blog.eogn.com/2020/05/28/virtual-celtic-connections-conference-registrations-are-now-open/
https://newyorkfamilyhistory.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=05f68293fbbc96820232dfd12&id=6352ba2a18&e=4d82f9be02
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/05/28/virtual-celtic-connections-conference-registrations-are-now-open/
https://newyorkfamilyhistory.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=05f68293fbbc96820232dfd12&id=6352ba2a18&e=4d82f9be02
mailto:suzyh1943@gmail.com
mailto:akhoskins@aol.com
mailto:suzyh1943@gmail.com
mailto:akhoskins@aol.com
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Styling in 
Nebraska

This Nebraska couple may have been a 
bit off the grid geographically, but their 
fashionable silhouettes were on trend for 1893. 
Her tightly corseted bodice is tailored over a 
smooth skirt, a style greatly simplified from the 
1880s. A subtle train replaces the exaggerated 
bustle of the previous decade. Her stylish leg-
of-mutton sleeves signal a shift toward the 
enormous sleeves on the late nineties fashion 
horizon. Hairstyles with frizzy bangs were also 
stylish. The lustrous silk fabric, lace cuffs, ruffled 
neckline, fabric flowers, and fur-trimmed lower 
edge of her gown indicate the skillful work of a 
seamstress, plus a display of affluence by a 
bride for her wedding portrait. 

Her husband’s dark, probably black, sack 
jacket with narrow lapels and rounded bottom fronts appears to be lined, a more expensive option. 
His clean-shaven face and short hair are the style for younger men by the nineties. His straight 
trousers with no creases, buttoned vest, white shirt, four-in-hand tie, and flower boutonniere are 
consistent with a wedding portrait. Men of the nineties wore mass-produced clothing, available in 
standard sizes and styles from many outlets, including mail order. Perhaps that accounts for his 
trouser legs that seem to break unbecomingly long over his shoes. If so, having known the bride, my 
Danish grandmother, she probably never let him forget his fashion error. She followed styles through 
widely circulated magazines and catalogs, as did Americans across the nation. 

It is worth noting that this is a cabinet card, a paper photograph mounted on 4¼- x 6½-inch 
commercial cardstock with an embossed studio imprint on the lower front. Styles of photography 
studio imprints are clues to dating the cards. The back of the card is blank; back imprints had 
become obsolete by 1900. An embossed imprint, the most common style of imprint between 1894 
and 1900, can be difficult to read. However, a graphite pencil rubbed gently across thin paper 
placed over the embossing reveals the studio name and location: “Jacob’s (sic) Studio, Oakland, 
Neb.” 

PhotoTree.com sells books and a “KwikTips” laminated series as resources specifically for 
identifying nineteenth-century family photographs. 

Photo analysis by BIGS member Susan Strawn, an author and former academic who studies historical dress and textiles.  
She will be addressing BIGS via Zoom at our June 19, 2020 members meeting. 

http://phototree.com/
http://phototree.com/
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Help us get the word out 

Genealogy Q&A for the public now 
online. 

While it has been difficult to get the 
word about our Q&A program to the 

public during these unusual times, we 
do have a banner on the “Safeway 

fence” and a link on the Kitsap Regional 
Library’s website krl.org  If someone you 
know is seeking help with family history 

issues, tell them about Online 
Genealogy Q&A! 

The BIGS Outreach Team held its first Zoom 
meeting with an adoptee who had 

discovered his birth family some time ago, 
but recently learned he had a brother, now 
deceased, that he wasn’t aware of.  Larry 
Noedel reports that the team is trying to 
help him get more information about this 
person, and, if possible, help him to learn 
about any descendants his brother may 

have had. 

**FREE JSTOR until June 30, 2020** 

Mary Ferm writes: 
JSTOR.org is an online library of thousands 
of journal articles.  I have been having “a 
whee of a time” (as my mother would say), 
searching for articles and reading them. Here 
are some examples: 

“The 1718 Migration” from North Irish Roots 
(2011) followed the migration trails of Ulster 
immigrants to New England and suggested I 

should pay more attention to ancestor’s 
neighbors in New Hampshire and Nova 

Scotia. 

“Skill and Technical Change in the Swedish 
Iron Industry 1750-1860” from Technology 

and Culture (1998) (My husband’s ancestors 
were master smiths in Sweden during that 

time.) 

“Echoes of the French Revolution in the 
Rhineland, 1830-1849” from Central 
European History (1989) will perhaps 

describe the social conditions there just 
before my German ancestors left. 

And there is so much more!   
Normally you have to go to a university 
library to read these, but now you can 
register at home with your e-mail and invent 
a password. They ask for your “institution”, 
and I put in “Olympic College” because I 
have a library card from there, but I don’t 
think you have to fill that line in. There is a 
limit of 100 articles, but there is no way I’ll 
have time to read that many. I suggest 
searching by location, time period, 
occupation, or topics such as “migration” or 
“family”. You need to use exact spelling, and 
you can’t download unless you are willing to 
pay a small fee ($6-$10) per article. 

http://krl.org/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4546146?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=Rhineland&searchText=French&searchUri=%252Faction%252FdoBasicSearch%253FQuery%253DRhineland%252BFrench&ab_segments=0%252Fbasic_search%252Fcontrol
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4546146?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=Rhineland&searchText=French&searchUri=%252Faction%252FdoBasicSearch%253FQuery%253DRhineland%252BFrench&ab_segments=0%252Fbasic_search%252Fcontrol
http://krl.org/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4546146?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=Rhineland&searchText=French&searchUri=%252Faction%252FdoBasicSearch%253FQuery%253DRhineland%252BFrench&ab_segments=0%252Fbasic_search%252Fcontrol
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4546146?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=Rhineland&searchText=French&searchUri=%252Faction%252FdoBasicSearch%253FQuery%253DRhineland%252BFrench&ab_segments=0%252Fbasic_search%252Fcontrol
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I moved to Bainbridge Island with my husband, Robert, in the fall of 
2016. After twenty-six years in Prairie Village, Kansas, we wanted to 
be closer to our Seattle-based grandchildren and also looked 
forward to living near both the water and the mountains. 

I am a pediatric geneticist, having practiced clinically in Kansas City, 
and now serving as an editor for a genetics publication from the 
comfort of my home office. As a clinician, I drew family trees and 
reviewed family histories with numerous parents as part of the 
evaluation of their children for genetic disorders.  

By the early 1990s, I thought it was time to record my own family 
history. Fortunately, my husband and I each had a grandmother still 
living; their contributions of photos and family stories gave me a 
good start on my genealogy journey. From the volunteers at the 
National Archives branch in Kansas City, I learned how to search for 
other relatives in the microfilmed Federal Census using the Soundex codes in the days before online 
records. Since all four of my grandparents were born in Iowa and my parents still lived there, I was able to 
visit hometowns, genealogy libraries, and a courthouse or two across Iowa with my parents acting as 
assistants on occasion to help me look through city directories, court records, and the like. At the 
Genealogical Society of Linn County, Iowa, I met a like-minded amateur genealogist; we corresponded for 
many years as we did research for each other in our respective local libraries.  

Over the years, I transitioned to using the available online records. While I love the challenge of the hunt, I 
still have boxes of family papers and photos awaiting organization. I have long been interested in learning 
about genetic genealogy (which is quite different than my previous work in medical genetics) and my 
husband has patiently agreed to join me in testing at several companies as I learn more about this 
technology. Even our two black dogs (Labrador Retriever wannabes)—Oscar and Elliott—have submitted to 
genetic testing! 

I was excited to join BIGS shortly after settling into our new location, and my excitement proved well-
founded: each program has provided me with something useful to assist in my research. I’ve enjoyed 
getting to know members at meetings and at the Evening Discussion Group, and I am looking forward to 
working with the Board as Secretary to help BIGS continue its mission.  

Board Member Profile  
Holly Ardinger, 

Secretary 
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www.familytreewebinars.com 
Sign up for viewing alerts to watch live or watch for free for one week 

Sources for Landed and Titled People 
Paul Milner   Tuesday, June 2 and Wednesday, June 3    

"What are the Odds?" An online tool that can help solve DNA puzzles  
Jonny Perl   Wednesday, June 3 

The FamilySearch/MyHeritage partnership and its tools for members of the LDS 
church. 
James Tanner   Tuesday, June 9 

Using DNA to Answer Real Research Questions: Three Case Studies 
Gail Blankenau   Wednesday, June 10 and Thursday, June 11 
   
Your DNA questions answered live with Diahan 
Diahan Southard   Friday, June 12 

Genealogical Treasures in Irish Archives 
David Ouimette, CG   Tuesday, June 16 and Wednesday, June 17 

Bridging the Gap: Finding Ancestors in the United States between 1780 and 1840 
D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS   Wednesday, June 17 

Working with SuperSearch™ to Find the Correct Historical Record 
Daniel Horowitz   Tuesday, June 23 

Utilizing the HathiTrust Digital Library for Family History 
Research 
Colleen Robledo Greene, MLIS   Wednesday, June 24 

The 1939 Register for Family Historians 
Fiona Broker   Tuesday, June 30 and Wednesday July 1 

Your newsletter was edited by Susan Palmer and designed by Lori Gibson

http://www.familytreewebinars.com
http://www.familytreewebinars.com
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