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Members’ Corner 
How I Spent My Stay-At-Home ‘cation 
by Sylvia Nelson 

I consider myself a genealogist, not a professional one, but 
one who is passionately addicted to the so-called hobby.  
For me it is no longer a hobby, though, it is truly an 
addiction.  My other passion is gardening so often the two 
passions clashed during my staycation.  (Thank goodness 
for the rain.)  If my third passion had been present, there 
would have been no conflict, however, my granddaughters 
live in Colorado. 

I decided to clean up my Family Tree Maker software tree, 
which is also on Ancestry.com via the “sync” mode between 
the two.  For a while, during the transition of FTM from the 
old company to the new company, there were many failed 
sync attempts, resulting in many duplicates being created, 
often three of the same people.  When I did a search for 
duplicates at the beginning of my staycation I had over 
8,000 duplicates. That is a lot; however many of them were 
not duplicates, sometimes twins with the same birth date, 
and sometimes different people with similar birth dates, and 
some with the same name and birth year but with different 
parents.  Plenty of them were duplicates so I had to weed 
through every single entry. 

Weeding through has its advantages and disadvantages.  
For instance, I ran into my Pierce/Percy line and how to 
name the Pierces who were Percys before, which totally 
distracted me from the duplication-cleaning-up work!  There 
were many other lines that distracted me during this time, 
but I am only left with about 600 duplicates. 

News from the 
Board

Zoom to the Rescue 
On June 19th, twenty-seven 
participants came together via 
Zoom for our 3rd Friday 
presentation. Susan Strawn 
gave us an informative and 
entertaining survey of more 
than 150 years of hair and 
clothing styles to help us date 
our family photos. The Zoom 
format worked out well for both 
presentation and member 
questions. 

In July, we are pleased to have 
BIGS past-president Claire 
Smith as our speaker, coming to 
us from Massachusetts. Check 
the events listing elsewhere in 
the newsletter for details. 

Typically, August is a quiet 
month for BIGS, with no speaker 
and no newsletter. The BIGS 
Board has made the decision to 
offer both this August.  Vice 
President Sylvia Nelson has 
been in touch with Thomas 
MacEntee to arrange a 
presentation on August 21st. 
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The other project I decided to tackle was going through  

many boxes of old paperwork that had accumulated in my 
office.  That process was helped because we adopted a very 
sweet older dog that came with two big beds and since we 
spend a lot of time in the office I had to clear out a spot 
under a built-in desk for one of her beds.  That spot was full 
of boxes with old papers.  Many went into the recycle box 
after evaluation, but how could I possibly get rid of one 
titled “Executions in England from 1606”?  One never knows 
when one will come upon an ancestor who was killed at 
Tower Hill, or executed at Old Bailey, and you want to know 
why.  Besides, I know both my daughter-in-law and I have a 
few ancestors who were beheaded at Tower Hill.  When we 
visited England together, we visited and paid our respects to 
them.  Fans of the “Outlander” books will recognize one of 
the executed – Lord Lovat, 09 Apr 1747, for rebellion.  While 
not an ancestor of ours, as fans of the books (and of Jamie’s, 
of course) we honored him as well. 

When we were in Arlington last summer, Sue Hassenmiller 
found one of Heritage Quest’s free books for me, “Medieval 
Welsh Ancestors of Certain Americans,” which I started to 
read.  Talk about a distraction – wow!  What I did discover is 
that some of my English ancestors were not originally 
English, but Welsh way back in the day!  That includes the 
Pierce/Percy line, among others.   

I also discovered that many of my English ancestors were 
not English at all but from Normandy, who were originally 
Franks, and who knows where they originated!  While I have 

Maybe you’ve heard MacEntee 
speak at a conference, or know 
him from his many books and 
webinars; he is an internationally 
known genealogist who 
specializes in technology and 
social media.  He will present his 
one-hour session entitled 
“Turning Genealogy Clues into 
Genealogy To-Do’s.” MacEntee’s 
plan is to teach us more efficient 
research habits and to help us 
avoid derailing our efforts by 
chasing after “bright shiny 
objects.”  

The BIGS Outreach Committee, 
led by Larry Noedel, has been 
working with staff at the 
Bainbridge Library, re-formatting 
our drop-in evening Q&A 
program into a virtual program.  
The Library will promote the new 
version of our Q&A through their 
website and calendar. The 
program is slated to begin in 
September. 

We have learned from 
Bainbridge Library that we are 
unlikely to have the go-ahead to 
hold our third Friday meetings 
there until sometime in 2021. 
Whether smaller meetings, such 
as our SIGS, will be possible, 
remains to be decided. 
Meanwhile, we will continue to 
offer what we can using Zoom 
for meetings of all sizes. While 
not the same as face to face 
interactions, our virtual meetings 
allow us to stay in touch and 
continue to support and inspire 
each other in our genealogical 
research. 

Andy Hoskins 
President 
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Monthly Members’ Meetings 

July 17, 2020    10:00 - 12:00 
Zoom presentation by founding BIGS member Claire Smith 

Getting Unstuck, Working Through Genealogy Research Problems  
focusing on techniques and tools to get past your research dead ends. 

August 21, 2020   10:00 - 12:00 
Zoom presentation by internationally known genealogist Thomas MacEntee 

Turning Genealogy Clues into Genealogy To-Do’s 

teaching us more efficient research habits. 

Zoom link information will be mailed to all members. 

not mastered all the new DNA tools, I have begun to understand my DNA breakdown, especially 
my mitochondrial DNA.   

The cleaning out process resulted in numerous genealogical journals that I have put off reading 
“for a more favorable” time.  Going through them now though I discovered information I needed 
to fill in blanks in my tree, and stories about them and their time.   

Then there was cleaning up the My Heritage tree and helping with the WikiTree and Geni Trees.  I 
kept finding mistakes and ended up fixing a lot of misinformation.  
I even got an “Atta Girl” from one of the folks I helped.  I found that 
I am not very forgiving when someone else makes a mistake with 
one of my ancestors.  But I was taught to play nice! 

Of course, there is the Find My Past tree too, and the ones for all 
those DNA testing sites.  Not only did I have to do mine, I had to 
update the ones for all those tests that I made my relatives take. 

I had to keep making lists and tried to use a spreadsheet to keep 
track of what I was doing and had done and still had to do, if I 
figured it needed doing!  That did not work at all.  I am normally a list maker but not when it 
comes to genealogy chores (which really are not chores at all in my mind).  One thing leads to 
another and on and on it goes, all day long.  Fortunately I have a new dog to walk. 
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Special Interest Groups 
For BIGS Members Only 

Skill Building - second Friday of the month 

 July 10, 2020    10:00 am - 12:00 

Zoom Presentation/Discussion -  
PowerPoint Tips to Help You Tell Your Family Story (and Windows tool Snip & Sketch) 

Facilitator: Larry Noedel  
Note: Those new to PowerPoint and Snip & Sketch are encouraged to explore the basics before 

joining the meeting. 

August 14, 2020    10:00 - 12:00 

Zoom Presentation/Discussion -  
Sharing Ideas and Strategies for Leaving our ”Genealogy” for the Next Generation 

Facilitator: Betty Wiese 
Watch for an email in July with some things to think about  

and how to contribute to this discussion. 

Zoom link information will be mailed to all members. 

Great Britain SIG  
August 7, 2020    10:00 - 12:00 

Zoom meeting with facilitators Judith Rogerson and Betty Wiese 

Irish & Scots-Irish SIG 
Write to Cathy Jones-Smith to be included on the group email  

for notifications of Zoom meetings. 

DNA SIG 
Write to Sue Hassenmiller to be included on the group email for notifications of Zoom meetings.  

Writer’s Workshop 
Write to Andy Hoskins to be included on the group email for notifications of Zoom meetings. 

mailto:cathy@mitchellmeadows.com
mailto:suzyh1943@gmail.com
mailto:akhoskins@aol.com
mailto:cathy@mitchellmeadows.com
mailto:suzyh1943@gmail.com
mailto:akhoskins@aol.com
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Knickerbocker Boy 
1934 

The invention of small handheld cameras introduced snapshots, casual paper photographs 
taken by amateur photographers. After 1900, home photography equipment had become 
affordable, widely available, and extremely popular. Studio photos highlight formal life events 
and record personal appearance through time. Snapshots, which also capture personalities and 
reveal everyday surroundings, lend insight to family history and lives of ancestors even when 

names and dates are known. In this glossy 
paper snapshot (3 ½ x 5 ¾ inches), “Alvin” is 
written on the back and “Sept. 20 1934” noted 
on the lower edge. Fortunately, cars were 
favorite photo props in the thirties. A closer 
look shows the license plate verifies, “Nebraska 
34,” suggesting the month and day are also 
correct. 

Loosely fitted, knee-length knickerbockers 
(knickers) distinguish this snapshot. In 1934, 
mail order catalogs still sold knickers, due to 
disappear from boys’ fashions during the 
1940s. Knickerbockers began as a new 
sportswear style for adult men after 1850, a 
style that adult women adopted later. 
Knickerbocker-style suits, often worn for 
special occasions, gained popularity for boys 
in the 1860s. Typically, little boys were 
“breeched” (put into knickers or short trousers) 
after age three or five until about age 14 when 
they wore adult trousers. 

Alvin’s spiffy light-colored knickers, white 
stockings, tucked-in white shirt, and oversized 
white bow tie are not practical everyday 
clothing. He dressed for an occasion, special 
enough for a snapshot but not a professional 
photo. (Or perhaps his family of modest means 
could not afford a studio photo during the 

Great Depression.) His special occasion appears lost to history. Birthday? That was March 11. 
Sibling’s birthday? No. Confirmation? Not in September. Church? September 30, 1934, fell on a 
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Thursday. First day of school? Perhaps. Some schools began the school year later and ended 
earlier, stressed financially by dwindling payment of property taxes. Thursday, however, seems 
an unlikely first day of school. Purchasing new clothes could in itself represent a special occasion 
for a Depression-era family. Alvin’s clothing indicates his family held him in high regard. 

This 1930s snapshot of a boy with hands in his pockets may be considered acceptable and 
masculine. Until the late nineteenth-century when Victorian attitudes began to change, rules of 
etiquette had rejected any man who placed hands in pockets as coarse or rebellious, a lout or 
loafer. In the twentieth century, hands in pockets became masculine. (Note that men’s trousers 
had seamline pockets long before women’s clothing.) Women who adopted masculine styles 
during the 1930s often posed with hands in pockets, a gesture as masculine as the trousers, 
jackets, or neckties they wore. 

Photo analysis by BIGS member Susan Strawn, an author and former academic who studies historical dress and textiles.

1 The term knickerbocker dates to the mid-nineteenth century, said to describe loose-
fitting knee breeches worn by original Dutch settlers of New York and named for the 
supposed author of Washington Irving’s History of New York (1809).

Tip of the month 

The website 
www.ConferenceKeeper.org 
aspires to be the most 
complete, entirely free, online 
calendar of genealogy 
conferences, events, and 
opportunities. It’s searchable by 
date and location and breaks 
out virtual meetings too. One 
can sign up for a weekly email. 

http://www.ConferenceKeeper.org
http://www.ConferenceKeeper.org
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STILL STUCK ?   
In last month’s newsletter we discussed the BIGS benefit of mentor help and accidentally left out 
one of our wonderful mentors - Paul Schmidt. If you would like a mentor to guide you in your 
research, send an email to Bettywiese@comcast.net with a brief description of the problem you 
are trying to solve. Betty will work with our team of designated mentors to find one person who 
will work with you via email, phone call, Zoom, or eventually in person  Who you are matched 
with depends on mentor areas of interest/knowledge as well as 
availability.  Our designated mentors are:  Joleen Aitchison,  
Sue Elving, Mary Ferm, Sue Hassenmiller, Sylvia Nelson, Rebecca 
Pratt, Claire Smith, and Paula Schmidt. 

Please contact Betty if you have a question 
about the mentor program or how to access it. 

Help us get the word out 
Genealogy Q&A for the public 

now online. 

Our public program is open now.  
A banner on the “Safeway fence” and 
a link on the Kitsap Regional Library’s 

website krl.org  
 If someone you know is seeking help 

with family history issues,  
tell them about  

Online Genealogy Q&A! 

The BIGS Outreach Team is ready to help. 

Safeway Fence Photo

http://krl.org/
http://krl.org/
mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
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Don Scott is the current Ombudsman on the BIGS board, helping in whatever area needs 
attention. He has been a BIGS member for about 10 years and a Bainbridge resident since 1998.  

Don’s Irish mother started his interest in genealogy. She had a number of “Family stories” about 
ancestors (most of which turned out NOT to be true). She wanted help with computer research 
and reached out to Don’s wife, Pat, who was a teacher and involved in installing computers in 
the schools in Anchorage, Alaska. Don’s wife got involved, 
got interested, and “dragged” him along in her genealogy 
interest.    

Today Don’s interest stems mainly through his interest in 
history, and then how his family fits into that history. He was 
very fortunate to find a reference book about early Virginia 
families which had 84 pages (really!) written about his Scott 
family there. With Pat’s encouragement, he applied to the 
Sons of the American Revolution and that membership has 
lead Don to many new friendships and a deepening of his 
appreciation of the “marriage” of Genealogy and History. 

Look for Don at upcoming BIGS meetings - virtual and in 
person. 

Board Member Profile  
Don Scott, 

Ombudsman 
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Watch a Webinar this Summer
www.familytreewebinars.com 
Sign up for viewing alerts to watch live or watch for free for one week 

Finding a Father for Molly - Using DNA  
Jill Morelli Wednesday, July 1   11 AM 

Turning Dry Facts into Exciting Narrative 
Carol Baxter   Wednesday, July 8   5 PM 

Connecting the Dots – Introduction to Auto Clusters at MyHeritageDNA 
Paul Woodbury   Tuesday, July 14   11 AM 

On the Record Trail of My LDS Immigrant Ancestor 
Sunny Morton   Wednesday, July 15   11 AM 

Elusive Immigrant: The Search for Dora Lühr 
Warren Bittner   Tuesday, July 21   5 PM 

50 More Websites Every Genealogist Should Know 
Gena Philibert-Ortega   Wednesday, July 22   11AM 

Fabulous Photo Discoveries™ at MyHeritage 
Lisa Louise Cooke   Tuesday, July 28   11 AM 

Researching a Loyalist Soldier 

Your newsletter was edited by Susan Palmer and designed by Lori Gibson

http://www.familytreewebinars.com
http://www.familytreewebinars.com

