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Members’ Corner 
Filling in the Picture 
by Andrea Hoskins 

Take a look at this 
four-generation 
photograph of 
my Cotterman 
ancestors, taken 
in 1890: My infant 
grandfather, Leo 
Kay Cotterman; 
his father, Charles 
Mason Cotterman 
(standing); his 
grandfather, 
Benton 
Cotterman (on 
the right, holding 
Leo); and his 
great-grandfather, 
Elias Cotterman 
(on the left).  As a 

kid I was fascinated by this picture. When I knew my 
grandfather, Leo, he was bed-ridden with advanced 
Parkinson’s Disease. He was unable to speak, or move 
independently. But here, he was a little boy starting out his 
life surrounded by three older generations of Cotterman 
males. I knew a bit about his father and the work that took 
him to the Philippines in the early days of the last century. I 
didn’t have names for the other two gentlemen, or know 
anything about their life stories. So, some ten years ago 
when I began to work on family research, I decided this 

Notes from the 
President

It’s hard to believe that August 
is here already! A typical August 
for BIGS would mean no 
newsletter and no 3rd Friday 
presentation. Folks are usually 
busy with summer trips in 
August, or headed to Arlington 
for the annual conference. But 
this summer is different in so 
many ways, and so, here is the 
August newsletter and there will 
be a 3rd Friday presentation. See 
page 4 for details.  

New Committee Established 

The Board has approved the 
formation of a Communications 
Committee to coordinate a 
variety of efforts – the 
newsletter, the website, 
technology support and public 
relations. I am pleased to report 
that Susan Palmer, our 
newsletter editor, and Lori 
Gibson, our website manager, 
will be co-chairing the 
committee.  Additional 
volunteers include Holly 
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would be one of my first goals: find out where my Cotterman 
family originated. 

My mother had always told us that her father Leo’s family 
was from Nebraska; that was as far back as she could go. 
Knowing that my mom had Irish and English roots on her 
maternal side, we kids would speculate that maybe that’s 
where our grandfather’s family was from as well. Maybe 
Cotterman was the name for the guy who lived in the 
cottage outside of town. But, when I was able to track the 
Cotterman line backward from Nebraska to Ohio and 
eventually Pennsylvania, and found them in Lancaster 
County, I found myself thinking – wait a minute, isn’t this 
Pennsylvania Dutch territory? When Andrew Cotterman’s 
name showed up as Andreas Katterman, I knew I had my 
answer.  

One of the first of many surprises I uncovered on 
Ancestry.com was that the Cotterman line was of German 
descent. I learned how to use church records, particularly 
baptismal records, to explore family relationships. I learned 
the German naming tradition, that help explain why brothers 
or sisters might all have the same first name.  As I continued 
to dig, I also learned the importance of the historic context. I 
discovered that my Cotterman ancestors had been part of 
the greater Palatine migration. I learned about communities 
of folks traveling together, not just when they left their home 
country, but when they moved within their new country.  

Tracking back through time, I identified my immigrant 
ancestors: Hans Jacob Katterman and his father Johann 
Weyrich Katterman – both born in Michelfeld, a town near 
Heidelberg in the area of Germany now called Baden-
Wurttemberg. In 1738, Jacob and his father left Michelfeld to 
join community members that had already made their way 
along the Rhine River to Rotterdam and, ultimately, to 
Pennsylvania, to escape the many years of war, famine, 
extreme weather and exorbitant taxes to which they had 
been subjected.  Hans Jacob signed the Oath of Allegiance 
and Fidelity in Berks County, and is listed as a Patriot by the 
DAR. His son Johannes Katterman served as a private in the 
Revolutionary War.  

Now, back to the picture.  Elias Cotterman, on the left, was 
Hans Jacob’s great grandson.  Elias, the first to leave 

Ardinger (Google drive), 
Rebecca Pratt (Audio/Visual), 
and Larry Noedel (PR). Thanks to 
all of you for willingness to share 
your skills on behalf of BIGS! 

Update on Q&A 

Our Q&A program with the 
Bainbridge Library has been put 
on hold. The library staff has 
been asked to focus on schools 
and elections in September, so 
there will be no new programs 
added to the schedule this fall. 
For the foreseeable future, our 
Q&A sessions will be available 
only by request on the BIGS 
website.  

Third Friday ZOOM 

Our speaker for July was Claire 
Smith, a BIGS founder and past-
president, coming to us from her 
home outside of Boston.  We 
had a great turnout – 38 
participants! The presentation 
was all about “Getting Unstuck,” 
with Claire sharing a step by 
step approach to solving your 
research dilemmas by using a 
focused plan and thorough 
documentation of your own 
work.  The handout she provided 
includes a list of relevant 
resources to help you get 
unstuck. (Don’t have it? Check 
your email from July 16th!) 

Andy Hoskins 
President 
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Pennsylvania, settled in Montgomery, Ohio with members of his church. Some of the same 
names that surrounded him in Lebanon, Pennsylvania were with him on the census for 
Montgomery. I noted that Elias, who had been born Katterman in 1809, signed his name as 
Cotterman on his Ohio marriage license in 1833. Perhaps, leaving behind the German 
settlement in Berks County, motivated him to change to a more Anglicized version of his name. 

In order to learn more about Elias, I found myself exploring homestead records, which revealed 
that Elias applied for 150 acres in Boone County, Nebraska in 1880. I found related “Homestead 
Proofs” dated five years later, in which witnesses attested to the fact that Elias had consistently 
resided on the homestead since first settling it. The forms listed the improvements he had made, 
including frame house, frame barn, corn crib, granary, and a well. He had planted 300 “forest 
trees” and cultivated 60 acres with crops for five seasons. In June of 1885, Elias paid $3.76 in fees 
and received a patent for the land. 

Elias’ son Benton (seated on the right in the photo) was born in Miamisburg, Ohio, in 1839. The 
1880 census shows that he has moved with his wife and two sons to Boone County, along with 
his father and sister.  With the help of Fold 3, I was able to track Benton’s service during the Civil 
War. Benton volunteered to serve in the Second Regiment of the Ohio Infantry. It appears that he 
fought at Missionary Ridge and was with Sherman’s force in the march to Atlanta.  

Charles, standing tall in the photo, was 6 ft. 2 in. according to his passport application.  In the 
1885 state census for Albion, Nebraska, his occupation is recorded as postal clerk. The 1900 
federal census lists Charles as Superintendent, Railroad Mail Service, living in Oakland, 
California. An article in the New York Times, dated October 25, 1900 reports that “C. M. 
Cotterman has accepted appointment in the new civilian government in the Philippines as 
Director General of the Post Office,” a position that he would hold for more than a dozen years, 
before starting his own business, the Walk-Over Shoe Store, in Manila. 

Leo went with his family to the Philippines, but returned to Nebraska to attend the Kearny 
Military Academy and the University of Nebraska in Omaha.  In 1910, having gone home to 
Manila, he met the young woman who would become his wife and my grandmother, while 
working in his father’s shoe store. Leo chose to stay in the Philippines to raise his family and 
establish his own successful business – the Philippine Acetylene Company. 

Now, when I look at this photo – a snap shot in time, with Elias at the end of his life and Leo just 
beginning – I remind myself of all it represents – all of the back story. The hints are there. Elias is 
wearing his dusty shoes and old-fashioned jacket - he traveled across the country and resettled 
twice.  Benton returned from fighting in the Civil War to become a farmer, keeping the full beard 
and long mustache that was favored when he was a younger man. Charles, in his stylish three-
piece suit and pocket watch, was in a position to take off in a different direction, as a 
businessman and community leader. Little Leo, seen in his plaid outfit with Little Lord Fauntleroy 
bow – seems to have a life full of opportunities ahead of him. 

(A big thank-you to Susan Strawn, fellow BIGS member, for helping me recognize how much of 
the story of these ancestors – both their past and future – is told through their clothing and hair 
styles.) 
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Monthly Members’ Meeting 

August 21, 2020   10:00 - 12:00 

Zoom presentation by internationally known genealogist  
Thomas MacEntee 

Turning Genealogy Clues into Genealogy To-Do’s 

Teaching us more efficient research habits. 

Zoom link information will be emailed to all members. 

Online Conferences 

3nd Annual “A Summer of DNA” Virtual 
Conference 

Saturday, August 15  
Speakers and topics: 

Kevin Borland – Mathematically Reconstruct 
DNA kits for Your Ancestors 

Debra Renard – DNA Methodology for 
Unknown Parentage Research 

Andrew Lee – An Introduction to GEDmatch 
Tier 1 Tools 

Evert-Jan Blom – Clustering your DNA 
matches using Genetic Affair 

Early registration through August 4 is $19.99 
and $24.99 after the 4th. 

Online sessions begin at 7 AM PDT with 
recordings available for a month. 

https://www.familyhistoryfanatics.com/summerdna 

The Federation of Genealogical Societies Conference 
September 2, 3, 4, & 15  

Live event featuring 8 presentations and a selection of over 90 on-demand presentations  
that may be viewed for six months. 

Speakers include CeCe Moore and Thomas W. Jones.  
Early bird registration through August 15th starts at $250.  

https://fgs.org/conferences/registration/ 

https://fgs.org/conferences/registration/
https://fgs.org/conferences/registration/
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Special Interest Groups 
For BIGS Members Only 

Skill Building - second Friday of the month 
August 14, 2020    10:00 - 12:00 
Zoom Presentation & Discussion 

Sharing Ideas and Strategies for Leaving our ”Genealogy” for the Next Generation 
Facilitator: Betty Wiese 

Check the BIGS website or your July 28th email for some things to think about  
and how to contribute to this discussion. 

Zoom link information will be sent to all members by email. 

Great Britain SIG  
August 7, 2020    10:00 - 12:00 
Zoom Presentation & Discussion 

Civil Registration for births, marriages, and deaths in England and Wales  
Facilitators: Judith Rogerson and Betty Wiese 

BEFORE the meeting, please check out the links below for a free webinar and blog post  
about using these records which began in 1837. After our discussion and questions  

on this topic, anyone can share any aspect (or question) about Great Britain research. 
https://familytreewebinars.com/download.php?webinar_id=1129  

https://ogindex.blogspot.com/2018/01/a-guide-to-using-general-register.html 

Zoom link information will be sent to all members by email. 

Irish & Scots-Irish SIG 
Write to Cathy Jones-Smith to be included on the group email  

for notifications of Zoom meetings. 

DNA SIG 
Write to Sue Hassenmiller to be included on the group email for notifications of Zoom 

meetings.  

Writer’s Workshop 
Write to Andy Hoskins to be included on the group email for notifications of Zoom 

meetings. 

https://familytreewebinars.com/download.php?webinar_id=1129
https://ogindex.blogspot.com/2018/01/a-guide-to-using-general-register.html
mailto:cathy@mitchellmeadows.com
mailto:suzyh1943@gmail.com
mailto:akhoskins@aol.com
https://familytreewebinars.com/download.php?webinar_id=1129
https://ogindex.blogspot.com/2018/01/a-guide-to-using-general-register.html
mailto:cathy@mitchellmeadows.com
mailto:suzyh1943@gmail.com
mailto:akhoskins@aol.com


BIGS August 2020  

Bainbridge Island Genealogical Society Page 6

Betsy moved to Bainbridge Island in 2014. A New Jersey native, she spent 40 years moving with 
her husband between Denver, Colorado, Lake Oswego, Oregon, Clearwater and Ormond Beach, 
Florida, and Dallas, Texas. While babysitting their grandchildren in Seattle in 2013, they decided 
to go to Bainbridge for a 
day to explore and try 
Mora's ice cream. They 
came, they tasted, they 
moved. Within 6 months 
they sold a home, bought 
and updated a home and 
moved to the best place 
they've ever lived! 

Betsy has also had 
several diverse jobs over 
the years. She started as 
an expeditor for a 
computer manufacturer, 
was an instructional aide 
in an elementary school, 
managed a health club, 
worked in retail, and then spent 19 years managing a real estate office. Now retired, she is active 
in the Bainbridge Island Women’s Club and is the Ways and Means officer of the BIGS board. 
(Besides general board input, she makes copies for meetings, a job that has not gone virtual.) A 
part time gig selling Mariner tickets has also not gone well in 2020 but hobbies like knitting and 
sewing and three granddaughters keep her busy. 

Betsy’s mother got her started on genealogy in New Jersey. Driving around their hometown in 
Bergen County her mom would point out places their relatives (who arrived in 1640) had lived or 
were buried. The one relative Betsy has been trying to track down for years is her great-great-
grandmother, Lavina Cole. Whenever she asked about her she was told "What Do You Want To 
Know That For?", "Let Sleeping Dogs Lie" or "Some Things Should Just Be Left In The Past”. No 
matter what she was told, Betsy is still trying to break down her Lavina brick wall while 
concentrating her other research efforts in England and the Netherlands. On a brighter note, 
DNA led Betsy to meet three 3rd cousins, two in Birmingham, England and one who recently 
moved to Australia. During a recent visit to Birmingham she got to meet one relative, Clive, a 
retired police officer relative in Birmingham who has traced their family back to 1140. The cousin 
from Australia came to Bainbridge to meet the family!

Board Member Profile  
Betsy Hettich  

Ways & Means 
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Book Review 
Finding Pax 
Contributed by Lori Gibson 

Genealogy can take many forms, but can we trace the 
genealogy of a boat? 

Local Port Townsend resident and author, Kaci Cronkhite, has a 
passion for adventure.  She was born and raised on a ranch in 
Oklahoma, she has circumnavigated the world on a sailboat 
with another woman and she has even traced the history of her 
Danish boat which she wrote and published a book about.  
Finding Pax. 

Kaci, Director of the Wooden Boat Festival in Port Townsend, 
wasn’t looking for a boat.  After falling hopelessly in love with 
an advertisement for a 1930’s Danish wooden boat that shows 
up one day in her email inbox Kaci begins an international 
search to unravel the mystery of the boat’s past.  She discovers 
the many lives the boat touched since its creation in 1936.  Her 

journey became a quest that connected families in three 
countries with history that had been lost. 

The boat appeared when I didn't expect or, frankly, need her. My bucket list was 
empty. Life was full…But sailing towards me was a boat that would stir the waters, 
waking decades of loss, revealing history untold, and restoring a legacy that was 
lost in the wind. For her and for me, I had to wade into that water. I had to go, to 
search, to find. -KC 

Although Kaci knew better than to buy the 70 year old wooden boat which was in poor condition 
and had been gutted by fire, she found herself unable to resist the alluring curves of Pax, a 28-
foot “spidsgatter” (double-ender) built in Denmark in 1936.  What began as a search for 
information to properly restore the boat became a 7 year quest. The search took her to remote 
harbors of British Columbia, to an old marina in the Port of Los Angeles, and to harbors, boat 
shops, archives, and to family homes in Denmark. 

Even though I am not a sailor and I had to look up many of the boating terms I found this book to 
be an easy read.  It enlightened me to the world of boats and sailing and I enjoyed following the 
historical trail Kaci took to discover the past of Pax.   

The answer I guess is yes.  Tracing the genealogy of a boat can be done. 
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Watch a Webinar this Summer 

www.familytreewebinars.com 
Sign up for viewing alerts to watch live or watch for free for one week. 

Tracing Australian and New Zealand World War One Ancestors 
Helen V. Smith   Tuesday, August 4   7 PM 

Using DNA to Solve Adoption and Unknown Parentage Mysteries 
Michelle Leonard   Wednesday, August 5   11 AM 

Preparing a Portfolio: Applying to Become a Certified Genealogist 
Angela Packer McGhie, CG   Thursday, August 6   5 PM 

Working with Different Family Tree Views on MyHeritage 
Uri Gonen   Tuesday, August 11   11 AM 

Dissecting a Civil War Pension Packet - Union and Confederate 
Jill Morelli, CG   Wednesday, August 12   5 PM 

The Advance of Research Habits over Recent Decades — And the Downside 
Tom Jones, PhD, CG   Tuesday, August 18   5 PM 

Getting to Know Mexican Church & Civil Registration Records 
Colleen Robledo Greene, MLIS   Wednesday, August 19   11 AM 

How to Use MyHeritage DNA Results to Enhance Your Family Tree 
Michelle Leonard   Tuesday, August 25   11 AM 

Slack for Genealogy Projects 
Thomas MacEntee   Wednesday, August 26   11 AM 

PLUS From the New York Genealogical & Biographical Society 
Register at newyorkfamilyhistory.org 
Unlocking Notation Codes on Alien Passenger Lists 
Elizabeth Williams Gomoll, CG   Tuesday, August 18   4 PM 

http://www.familytreewebinars.com
http://newyorkfamilyhistory.org
http://www.familytreewebinars.com
http://newyorkfamilyhistory.org
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