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Notes from the 
President

August Offerings 

On August 14th we had a terrific 
opportunity to consider “Ideas 
and Strategies for Leaving Our 
Genealogy for the Next 
Generation.”  This excellent skill 
building session was facilitated 
by Betty Wiese, with members 
Bagley Dawson, Sharon 
Soames, and Susan Strawn 
leading the discussion. Between 
the presenters and the 
participants, we covered a 
variety of ways to handle 
passing on documents, objects 
and photos, with lots of tips 
about how to store items, create 
books, and catalog photos. 
Our Third Friday presentation 
brought us internationally-
known genealogist Thomas 
MacEntee from Chicago, via 
zoom. He showed us how to be 
more efficient and less 
distracted in our research with 
his presentation “Turning 
Genealogy Clues into 
Genealogy To-Do’s.”  His list of 
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Finding The Rosenthals 
By David Cosman 

Old inherited pictures 
started my exploration in 
genealogy. After my 
parents died I inherited 
their papers and pictures. 
It took me two years to 
bring myself to go 
through them in the 
summer of 2017, but when 
I finally did so I realized 
how little I knew about my 
paternal grandmother, 
Frida Rosenthal. She died 
in 1965 when I was 11 
years old. As she lived 
near London and we lived 
in Nottingham, we didn’t 

see her very often. Her husband, my grandfather, died 
before I was born. My memories are of an old lady with a 
funny accent and old fashioned dress. I knew her maiden 
name, Rosenthal, but as I looked through some photos that 
my (also deceased) aunt had thankfully labelled, I realized 
that I knew absolutely nothing about her family. It seemed 
that she had several brothers and sisters, none of whom I 
had met or even heard of. Something about these photos, 
perhaps together with the weight that comes with being the 
oldest surviving member of a family, made me decide to 
learn more about my family history. 

Anna, Frida (my grandmother), 
Ida and Toni Rosenthal, circa 

1891
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In pursuing this goal I became thoroughly bitten by the 
genealogy bug and have greatly increased my knowledge of 
my family tree. The Rosenthals, however, have turned out to 
be the most interesting and far flung branch, and through 
them I have learned some history of which I was woefully 
ignorant and connected with living 2nd and 3rd cousins I 
didn’t know existed. Why was I so ignorant? Growing up in 
England I knew my dad’s family had come from Germany in 
the 1930s, but I didn’t know they were Jewish. My father tried 
to be more English than the natives and he didn’t seem very 
interested in family history. I knew he had cousins in 
Switzerland and several in the USA, but those were on his 
father’s side. It wasn’t until I visited a San Francisco cousin of 
his, when I was about 20, that I found out that his family was 
Jewish. This particular cousin was also more interested in 
family history than my dad and gave me some information on 
his family, but none on the Rosenthals. 

The photos I had inherited gave me the names of my 
grandmother’s siblings and their spouses. Perhaps most 
importantly I found the names of my great grandparents, 
Raphael Rosenthal and Antoinette Sonnenberg. While 
searching on ancestry.com I discovered that researching 
German Jewish records was going to be problematic. 
However, I did find an 1875 marriage record for the couple 

and determined that he was 
from Bad Berleburg and she 
was from Wetzlar, small towns in the North Rhine-Westphalia 
region of Germany. The record also had their parents’ names 
- so quite a treasure. I learned that German genealogical 
records in the 18th and 19th centuries were predominantly 
kept by the church, whereas Jewish records were kept in 

tips for efficient clue gathering is 
included in the syllabus sent out 
to members via email on August 
22th. Thomas makes many of his 
articles and videos available for 
free at his website:  https://
abundantgenealogy.com/.  He 
will be back with us in October 
for a look at “Privacy, DNA and 
Genealogy.” 

Recording of Presentations 

Sylvia Nelson, our Program 
Chair, reports that, when she has 
the speaker’s permission, she 
has begun to record our Third 
Friday Zoom presentations. As 
we have limited space for 
storing these recordings, she will 
make the recording available to 
our membership for 
approximately one month, until 
the next presentation. If you are 
unable to join us for the original 
presentation, you can email 
Sylvia and request a link to the 
recording. A handy solution if 
you don’t care to be participate 
via Zoom. 

Weathering the Storm 

It looks like we will not be 
meeting in person for some time 
yet. While our virtual meetings 
allow us to keep learning and 
sharing ideas, we know it isn’t 
the same as seeing folks face to 
face. But there are ways to make 
the most of our current 
predicament. Your Board will 
continue to look for engaging 
speakers to help us add to our 

http://ancestry.com
https://abundantgenealogy.com/
https://abundantgenealogy.com/
https://abundantgenealogy.com/
mailto:shn98110@outlook.com
https://abundantgenealogy.com/
https://abundantgenealogy.com/
https://abundantgenealogy.com/
mailto:shn98110@outlook.com
http://ancestry.com
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skills, both in genealogy 
research and related 
technology. The move to virtual 
meetings has actually made 
prominent speakers from 
around the country more 
available to us. We are also 
happy to assist our SIG’s in 
meeting online. And, as a 
member, you have some 
choices. Maybe now is the time 
to ask for a mentor to help you 
with a specific query or brick 
wall, or make use of BIGSnet to 
ask questions, share resources 
or offer help to your fellow 
members.  You might even write 
up some part of your genealogy 
journey to share in our 
newsletter. 
Stay well & stay connected 

Andy Hoskins,  
President 

their own small communities by the local synagogue. Given 
the destruction before and during World War 2, burning and 
looting of synagogues by the Nazis followed by Allied 
bombing, many records were lost. A further challenge was 
that Jews in Germany didn’t adopt surnames until the first 
part of the 19th century. Before that someone might be 
known as Joseph son of David. However, I discovered the 
JewishGen organization dedicated to Jewish genealogy. 
They maintained a list of researchers (members) who 
specialized in particular towns and surnames. I contacted a 
number of them who listed Bad Berleburg and got lucky. 
One Israeli man had actually visited Bad Berleburg and 
copied records from tombstones and other local sources. He 
was able to share a number of Rosenthal records and we 
were able to build the Rosenthal line back to my 4th (or 
possibly 5th) great grandparents. So Bad Berleburg was the 
ancestral town for the Rosenthals for at least 4 generations - 
even if they weren’t called Rosenthal until the late 1700s. 

During this time period, Jews were only allowed certain 
professions, the most common of which was Kaufmann 
(literally buy-man) meaning merchant or peddler. However, 
as the 19th century progressed, the Jews gained more rights 
and became better integrated into German society. Many 
Jews, including some of my relatives, fought in the armed 
services during World War 1. Judging from my photos, by 
the end of the century the Rosenthals had become 
reasonably prosperous. My grandmother and her siblings 
were born in Bad Berleburg between 1876 and 1888. All of 
them moved away, unlike most of their ancestors. My job 

was to trace them and 
their descendants. Little 
by little I was able to do 
this and to understand 
the impact of the Nazi 
era on their lives. 

Ida, the oldest, married 
Eduard Goldberg. They 
both died in the 1930s, 
but all three of their 
children and spouses 
had to flee Germany. 

Two ended up in New York and Ohio, and one in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil. The family that came to Ohio was split up as they 

TIP OF THE MONTH 
Free until September 10th 

David Cosman used the Photo 
Enhancer tools from MyHeritage to 

bring his faded, black and white 
photos to life in full color. 

Normally, Photo Enhancer and 
MyHeritage In Color™ can be used 

by non-subscribers on up to 10 
photos each, while users with a 

subscription enjoy unlimited use. 
But until September 10th all users 
will have free and unlimited access 

to these features. 

https://www.myheritage.com/
photo-enhancer 

https://www.myheritage.com/
incolor 

https://www.myheritage.com/photo-enhancer
https://www.myheritage.com/photo-enhancer
https://www.myheritage.com/incolor
https://www.myheritage.com/incolor
https://www.myheritage.com/photo-enhancer
https://www.myheritage.com/photo-enhancer
https://www.myheritage.com/incolor
https://www.myheritage.com/incolor
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escaped Germany - their two young boys, 
born in 1932 and 1934, went to England as 
part of the Kindertransport, a mission that 
rescued 10,000 Jewish children from 
Germany in the months before the outbreak 
of war and housed them with volunteer 
families. Eventually they were reunited with 

their family in Ohio and one of the brothers 
eventually became a department chairman at 
Harvard Medical School. I was able to speak 
with him about his experiences. I was also able 
to identify and contact my previously unknown 
Brazilian 2nd cousin once removed, Ida’s great 
granddaughter, whose family is still in Sao 
Paolo. 

Anna Rosenthal, another of my grandmother’s 
elder sisters, was already widowed before the 
1930s. With the help of her two sons, she was 
able to make it to England and then the USA, 
ending up in California. I was able to trace and 
talk to two of her grandchildren in California 
and North Dakota. 

Toni Rosenthal, the remaining sister of  my 
grandmother, was harder to track. I found out 
that she died in South Africa in 1963, but had 
no idea why she went there. Eventually, I was 
able to piece together that her daughter, with 
her second husband, moved to Cape Town 
before or during the war, so that made some 
sense. Unfortunately, I have not been able to 

contact any living descendants in South Africa 
to learn more. 

That leaves my grandmother’s two brothers, 
Sigmund and Julius. I couldn’t find out much 
about them, but one of my photos showed 

Julius’ house in Soest, another small town in 
North Rhine-Westphalia that I hadn’t seen 
associated with any other family members. I 
turned again to JewishGen’s list of researchers 
and found a Soest expert who actually had a 
story about the brothers from a book he had! 
The two brothers started a lighting factory 
business, Merkur, in 1908 in Soest that was 
very successful - it had 120 employees by 
1933 and was the biggest employer in town. 
Julius was the managing director and 
Sigmund was the engineer. When the Nazis 
started their persecution of the Jews in the 
1930s, Julius was forced to flee to Switzerland. 
Apparently when he heard he was going to 
lose ownership of Merkur he had a heart 
attack and died in 1939. Sigmund had died 
earlier in 1927. Local businessmen in Soest 
acquired Merkur under dubious 
circumstances and ran it until the 1950s. 
Julius’ son Kurt, who had escaped to Israel 
with his mother, Martha, managed to get 
reparations after WW2 and to regain control 
of his factory in the early 1950s. He ran the 
factory until his death in 1958. Merkur still 
exists today, but under different owners. 
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Sigmund’s widow, Hertha, remarried Eugen 
Flegenheimer, and Sigmund and Hertha’s 
son, Hans, took the Flegenheimer name. The 
family escaped Germany and came to the US 
in the late 1930s, living in Seattle! Hans 
attended high school in Seattle and then 
went to MIT (he must have inherited his dad’s 
engineering genes). Sadly, he died at MIT in 
1941, in his second year of college. 

I also used DNA to search for other branches 
of the Rosenthal family. Because the 
Ashkenazi Jews have been a culturally 
isolated community for centuries, there is a 
large degree of inbreeding - known as 
endogamy. In practical terms, DNA cousins 
who are Jewish will appear to be closer 
cousins than they really are. This is because 
the DNA that one shares with a match will 
probably have been inherited through a 
number of ancestral paths instead of the 
single path that is common among outbred 
populations. Nevertheless, I have had a 
couple of successes looking at my many 
Jewish DNA matches. In one case, I saw that 

a match had a 
couple of 
Rosenthal 
names as her 
direct 
ancestors. 
When I 
looked more 
closely, I saw 
that her 
oldest 
Rosenthal 
ancestor, 
Joel, had 
entered the 
USA through 
Baltimore in 1859 and that the ship’s 
passenger list included his hometown as 
Berleburg! When I went back to look at some 
of the birth, marriage and death information 
about Rosenthals in Berleburg I had received 
from the JewishGen researcher, I saw that 
Joel’s birthdate and wife’s name (Friederike) 
matched. Joel was the brother of my 2nd 
great grandfather, Joseph. Joel, at age 60, 
had brought his wife and children to the USA 
and intended, according to the passenger 
list, to go to Lincoln, Illinois. Unfortunately, 
Friederike died on the voyage, but indeed 
the rest of the family made it to Lincoln as 
documented in the 1860 census. Joel is listed 
as a merchant, but on his death certificate in 
1869 he is a farmer, and some of his sons 
continued to farm in Lincoln. I can only 
conclude that the availability of land in the 
USA must have attracted him from Germany. I 
was able to track some of Joel’s children and 
their descendants as they migrated to 
neighboring states. 

My last Rosenthal success came from a good 
DNA match on 23andMe who listed Bad 
Berleburg as one of her ancestral birthplaces. 
I was able to correspond with her and 

Sigmund 
Rosenthal 

Julius and Martha Rosenthal in 
San Remo, Italy 1934
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Monthly Members’ Meeting 

Friday, September 18th    10:00 – 12:00 

Presentation by profesional genealogist Pam Vestal via Zoom 

Finding What You Need and Making the Most of What You Find 
Tools for locating overlooked records, finding evidence of name changes,  

and more. 

Friday, October 16th    10:00 - 12:00 

Zoom presentation by internationally known genealogist  
Thomas MacEntee 

Privacy, DNA, and Genealogy - Handling the Double-Edged Sword 

Zoom link information will be emailed to all members. 

ascertain that her grandmother’s maiden 
name was indeed Rosenthal. A bit more 
detective work enabled me to see how her 
grandmother, Emilie, fitted into my tree and 
solved a couple of loose ends. It turned out 
that Emilie was the daughter of Abraham and 
Veilchen Rosenthal. I had a record for 
Abraham’s birth and death in Bad Berleburg 
from the JewishGen researcher, but had not 
known how to connect him to my ancestors. 
Veilchen was in a photo taken in 1913 at the 
wedding of my grandparents. She was listed 
as the sister of my great grandfather, Raphael, 
who had died in 1906, but I had been unable 
to find out any information about her. Now I 
understood that Abraham and Raphael must 
have been brothers, and that Veilchen was 
Raphael’s sister-in-law (not sister), and was 
representing that generation of the family at 
the wedding, since both brothers were dead. 

Emilie and her husband unfortunately 
perished in the Holocaust, but their two 
children escaped to the USA and had families 
of their own. 

So now I know far more than I ever imagined 
about the family of my grandmother. I started 
with the goal of tracking the people in the 
photos I inherited, but now I see the family as 
representative of so many German Jewish 
families, spending the 1700s in small, self-
contained communities, gradually becoming 
more integrated into German society during 
the 1800s and early 1900s and even 
migrating by choice to America. Then the 
cataclysm of Nazi rule that scattered them all 
over the world, finding any country that would 
take them in, or losing their lives in the 
Holocaust. I know that there are still more 
relatives and stories out there to be 
discovered. 
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Special Interest Groups 
For BIGS Members Only 

Great Britain SIG 
Friday, September 4th    10:00 - 12:00 

Zoom Presentation & Discussion 
Facilitators: Judith Rogerson and Betty Wiese 

     Topics: 
1) Wills, and how they can provide new ancestors and historical information 
2) The 1939 English Register 
3) Miscellaneous GB member finds and brick walls 

Find an old ancestral photo so we can guess whose ancestor it was!! 
Please share your ancestor's photo for us to guess  

by sending it to Betty before the meeting. 

Zoom link information will be sent to all members by email. 

Writer’s Workshop 
Thursday September 24th     1:00 PM 

Facilitator: Andrea Hoskins 

Skill Building - second Friday of the month 
Zoom Presentations & Discussions 

September 11th    10:00-12:00 
Member sharing: successes, roadblocks, tips/tricks,  

brainstorming help for each other  
Facilitator:  Betty Wiese  

Consider sharing your written problem statement/query  
in advance of the meeting by contacting Betty. 

Google Earth Pro for Genealogy 
October 9th    10:00-12:00 

Facilitator:  Joleen Aitchison 
How to use Google Earth Pro to further research and 

place ancestors in context of place and time. 

Zoom link information will be sent to all members by email.

mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
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DRESSED FOR THE PHOTOGRAPHER 
By Susan Strawn 

Two small children, brother and sister, were dressed and groomed with care for their visit to the 
photographer. This 4 x 5½-inch studio 
photograph mounted on 6 x 9-inch 
blank commercial cardstock provides no 
clues for the date; photographers could 
order blank cardstock via mail-order 
catalogs throughout the lifespan of 
cabinet cards. Estimating the date falls 
to the children’s clothing.  

The little girl’s “lingerie” dress dates this 
photo to about 1913. The lingerie dress 
referenced soft fabric (not underwear!) 
and was worn from Edwardian times 
(1901-1910) until 1920. Girls of all ages 
wore lingerie dresses, often for 
graduations. Usually white or cream, the 
classic lingerie dress had a low or 
natural waistline, bloused bodice, 
gathered sleeves, high collar, and frilly 
folds, tucks, lace, and embroidery. 
However, the flanges, wide vertical folds 
over the tops of the armholes, appears 
most often in photos and sewing 
patterns in 1913. 

The girl’s dress was a relatively short-
lived fashion, but the boy’s sailor suit 
holds decades of history stretching back 
to Great Britain’s Queen Victoria 
(1819-1901). The Queen commissioned a miniature sailor’s uniform for her oldest son Albert 
Edward (1841-1910), memorialized in his 1846 portrait. Albert’s sailor suit had long trousers with 
wide cuffs, blousy overshirt with a flat square collar and V-shaped front neckline, neck scarf, and 
wide-brimmed hat. The square collar on the sailor’s uniform protected the shirt from long, greasy 
hair, and wide cuffs were easily rolled up for swabbing decks.  

The boy in this photo wears a blousy overshirt and knickers, consistent with age-appropriate 
short pants. Most likely, the stripes and collar were red or navy blue, considered correct boyish 
colors. Sailor suits and dresses caught on with American parents. Many photographs show 
children wearing sailor outfits, and Godey’s Lady’s Book, that tome of fashion advice, praised 
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sailor outfits for boys and girls. The children’s clothing was either purchased from a shop or 
mail-order catalog, or it could have been home sewn. The sewing pattern collection at the 
University of Rhode Island’s Commercial Pattern Archive includes sailor suit and dress 
patterns dating as far back as 1876. The sailor blouse turned up in the 1880s for girls active in 
school sports and yachting, and by 1910 the “middy” (derived from the naval term 
midshipman) had been adopted for activities like calisthenics and rowing.  

Interestingly, this boy and girl lived on the cusp of a major change in attitudes toward 
dressing children. Home economics—the radical turn-of-the-century notion that topics of 
concern to women and the home were worthy of research and study—included child 
development. Home economists deemed proper clothing essential for developing a child’s 
healthy body, mind, and character. Instead of dressing children in miniature adult fashions, as 
before, loose and comfortable clothing would allow children the freedom to play and 
develop healthy bodies. Clothing that let children dress themselves would encourage mental 
self-reliance, believed to link with their future responsibility as participants in a democratic 
society.  

Looking past the clothing, the boy appears calm and compliant, but his sister looks ready to 
bolt from her little chair. Would these personality traits continue into adulthood?  

BIGS has two Special Interest Groups for members only that are not  

meeting virtually in September.  

Write to their facilitators to be included  

on the group email for notifications of future Zoom meetings. 

Irish & Scots-Irish SIG  - Write to Cathy Jones-Smith 

DNA SIG  -  Write to Sue Hassenmiller

mailto:cathy@mitchellmeadows.com
mailto:suzyh1943@gmail.com
mailto:cathy@mitchellmeadows.com
mailto:suzyh1943@gmail.com
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"BACK TO SCHOOL” FOR  EXPERIENCED RESEARCHERS 
From Claire Smith as told to Betty Wiese 

Our more experienced researchers may be looking for ways to build on their skills beyond what might be 
available through BIGS or other local society offerings. I asked Claire Smith, one of our most experienced 
researchers, to talk with me about ways she is pursuing a self-directed education plan. Whether or not 
you think you might seek professional accreditation, I hope you may find inspiration in Claire's sharing.  

Q: What institutes or self-study academic programs you have participated in recently?   

A: I have participated in the following three: 

Genealogical Institute of Pittsburgh (GRIP) offers a specific week-long course of study on one topic area. 
GRIP was offered virtually this year, yet still allowed lots of interaction with instructors and other students. 

ProGen is a 14-month self-study program for professional and aspiring genealogists, with monthly 
assignments based on the book Professional Genealogy: Preparation, Practice & Standards. Many 
students are preparing to apply for certification. Each small group is led by a credentialed genealogist 
with students providing peer feedback and participating in discussions on assignments. I’m finding it a 
great collaborative experience. 

Boston University (BU) offers both a 4-week Genealogy Essentials course and a 14-week Certificate 
course. Almost all communication with instructors and other students is done using online text chats and 
discussion boards. 

Q: Why did you choose these particular opportunities? 

A: I wanted to continue developing my skills and thought that either ProGen or the BU certificate 
program would be helpful. I had signed up for ProGen but was still on the waiting list so decided to take 
the BU course. It turned out to be a good foundation for ProGen.  

Q: Why do you recommend more experienced researchers explore these kinds of opportunities when 
they are not available within their own society? 

A: There is always more to learn, and the genealogy field is always evolving. Education helps not only to 
stay current but to build on your skills, generally or in specific areas of interest. How well do I understand 
the Genealogy Proof Standard? 

Q: What tips do you have for other ways our more experienced researchers can continue to gain 
knowledge and skills? 

A. Look for regional or national conferences, such as Northwest Genealogy Conference or RootsTech 
(recognizing for now, these might be offered as virtual conferences). Conferences have a variety of 
lectures and classes, often on very specialized topics. Last, but not least, for any level of experience, share 
what you know or how you solved a problem with others such as in our Special Interest Groups. It's 
amazing how much I sharpen my own skills as I prepare to share with others. 
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Your newsletter was edited by Susan Palmer and designed by Lori Gibson

From the Eastside Genealogical Society’s German Interest Group. 
Write to them ASAP to be on email list for Zoom link. (https://egsgermangroup.wordpress.com) 
Crossing the Atlantic - Tie your family’s emigration story to the evolution of traveling by sea 
Ken Passe   Friday, Sept. 4th 12:30 PM 

From the Seattle Genealogical Society 
See their website for Zoom link. https://seagensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=67 
House Histories - The Intersection of Architecture and Genealogy 
Jill Morelli   Saturday, Sept. 12th 1:00 PM 

From familytreewebinars.com 
Sign up for viewing alerts to watch live or watch for free for one week. 

Using Chromosome Browsers, Segment Data and Triangulation 
Michelle Leonard    Wednesday, Sept. 2nd  11 AM 

New Historical Records Available on MyHeritage 
Dana Drutman    Tuesday, Sept. 8th 11 AM 

Cyndi's List in Practice 
Cyndi Ingle   Wednesday, Sept. 9th 5 PM 

Reconstructing the Murphy Family Using DNA & Documentary Evidence 
Melissa Johnson, CG  Tuesday, Sept. 15th 5 PM 

Finding Genealogical Data in the Chinese Exclusion Act Case Files 
Trish Hackett Nicola, CG Wednesday, Sept. 16th 11 AM 

Your DNA questions answered live with Diahan 
Diahan Southard  Friday, Sept. 18th 11 AM 

A MyHeritage Webinar  
TBD    Tuesday, Sept. 22nd 11 AM 

Introduction to VPNs  
Thomas MacEntee  Wednesday, Sept. 23rd 11 AM 

5 Ways to find your Family in Southern Manuscript Collections 
J. Mark Lowe, CG, FUGA Wednesday, Sept. 30th 11 AM 

Advanced DNA Techniques: Deductive Chromosome Mapping 
Blaine Bettinger, PH.D., J.D. Tuesday, Oct. 6th 6 PM 

Webinars 
for all

https://egsgermangroup.wordpress.com
https://seagensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=67
http://familytreewebinars.com
https://egsgermangroup.wordpress.com
https://seagensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=67
http://familytreewebinars.com
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