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Notes from the 
President

Hello October! 

If it’s October, can November 
be far behind?  Time to talk 
about membership dues. Your 
BIGS Board is planning to send 
out an annual renewal letter to 
all members in early November, 
with a stamped return envelope 
for your convenience. We are 
also sending a short 
questionnaire. We very much 
want to hear from you about 
how we are doing given the 
Covid19 restrictions. Please 
take a few minutes to complete 
the questionnaire and return it 
with your dues. It will be a big 
help in our planning. 
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Members’ Corner 
The Button Sisters 
By Patti Henshaw with Elaine Gliman 

Genealogy is 
like building 
family puzzles 
with interesting 
puzzle pieces 
waiting to be 
found and fitted 
together to 
form stories 
about our 
ancestors. One 
of the most 
prized puzzle 
pieces we are 
always hoping 
for is that story 
of a unique 
family event. In 
addition, one of 
the nicest 
surprises for me, 

when I started researching family, is learning about cousins 
that I wasn’t fully aware of who have those wonderful stories 
to share with me. I met my second cousin Elaine Sturdivant 
Gilman for the “first time” in 2014, although she has lived in 
Kingston since 1969 and she remembers seeing me as a 
young child. Elaine’s and my grandmother were sisters and I 
remember visiting her grandmother, my Dad’s Aunt Lil, 

THE BUTTON SISTERS IN THEIR CHECKED DRESSES, 
LILLIAN ON LEFT AND MARGIE ON RIGHT,  

ABOUT 1899. 
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several times while I was growing up on Bainbridge Island. 
One of my favorite family photos is the school photo of our 
grandmothers, the two little girls with matching dresses. This 
photo was most likely taken in 1899 or 1900 shortly after they 
arrived on Bainbridge Island with their parents Robert and 
Lillian (Whitworth) Button. My Dad, Jim Henshaw, called them 
the Button Sisters. My Dad loved telling family stories and I 
recall him telling me that his mother had arrived on a scow-
barge to the island shortly before the photo was taken. Elaine 
says she started being a “genealogist” when she was very 
young and loved hearing family stories from her 
grandmother. So this is the story told to her about our 
grandmothers arrival on Bainbridge Island.   

In 1899 Margie and Lillian Button, found themselves in the 
late afternoon on the beach on the north side of Eagle 
Harbor, now called Hawley Cove, with their family 
possessions on a scow-barge waiting for their father Robert 
Button to return with an oxen team and wagon. Their mother 
had stayed in Seattle and would arrive later by Steamer ship. 
Margie was 10 years old and Lillian was 8 years old. As they 
waited on the barge they could see one of the Indian 
summer camps further down the beach. Their father told the 
girls to not be afraid and the girls weren’t bothered by 
anyone as they waited. Young Lillian recalled watching the 
tide go out several times as they huddled together to keep 
warm for two nights waiting for their father. In the early 
morning after the second night, Lillian was woken by the 
sound of the metal bells on the oxen and they could see the 
light from the wagon lantern coming down the path. Their 
father had returned and the girls cried “tears of joy” as they 
were so happy to see him as they had never been so scared. 
Lillian remembers riding on the wagon on a narrow bumpy 
path to Wing Point dodging tree branches and bushes to a 
house with a spiral staircase that went to a second floor room 
that was like a crow’s nest of a ship. The family was in that 
house a short time before moving to Madrone (later 
Winslow) to a house behind the Congregational Church. The 
Button Family came to Seattle because of the Gold Rush after 
traveling from New York by sailing ship down the east coast 
to Panama. They took a train across the Panama Isthmus to 
the Pacific Coast and then traveled by sailing ship to Seattle. 
The reason they came to Bainbridge Island is because the 

Zoom Links 
BIGS Vice-President, Sylvia 
Nelson, has been sending out 
invitations to all members so that 
you can participate in the BIGS 
Monthly Program by Zoom. You 
can also go to the BIGS Website 
(bigenealogy.org) and look for 
the link in our Events listing. 
Please feel free to share the link 
with anyone you know that 
might be interested. 

Sylvia and I are also learning 
how to manage and record our 
Zoom presentations so that if 
members miss a speaker, they 
will have a month to access the 
recording.  Shortly after the 
meeting, an email will go out to 
all members with a link and 
password. If you should have any 
trouble finding the link, you can 
always contact Sylvia and she 
can re-send it. The recording will 
be deleted after 30 days to make 
room for the next presentation. 

Stay well & stay connected.

Andy Hoskins,  
President 
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ship’s Captain had told Robert Button that there was a large mill on Bainbridge with lots of jobs 
available. The 1900 census shows the Button family owning a house in the Eagle Harbor precinct 
and Robert Button working as a ship’s carpenter. 

Lillian Button married Lester Morrill (Lester worked at the Hall’s shipyard and later took over his 
father’s drugstore) in June 1911 and they would raise four children, two girls and two boys. 
Margie married Ward Henshaw (Ward would later become a Captain on the mosquito fleet and 
Washington State Ferry System) in October 1909 and they would raise four children, three boys 
and one girl.  The houses that the Button sisters lived in with their husbands and raised their 
children are still present.  The Morrill house, built by Charles Morrill, father of Lester, in 1911 is on 
the corner of Hawley and Eagle Place. And the Henshaw house built in 1914 by Ward Henshaw is 
located at 342 Winslow Way West.

THE HENSHAW HOME IN THE PAST - AND TODAY

THE MORRILL HOME IN THE PAST - AND TODAY 
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BAINBRIDGE ISLAND SCHOOL, 1899 OR 1900.  
PATTI’S GRANDFATHER IS WARD HENSHAW, ON PORCH, THIRD FROM LEFT. HER GRANDMOTHER IS 

MARGIE BUTTON, THE GIRL IN THE CHECKED DRESS ON THE STEPS, TO THE LEFT OF THE BOY WITH THE 
BASEBALL BAT.  

PATTI HAS PROVIDED THIS PHOTO AND ALL THE STUDENT NAMES TO THE B.I. HISTORICAL SOCIETY.   
                                 (AND YES, WE DO THINK SOMEONE ERASED THE TEACHER’S FACE!)   
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Monthly Members’ Meeting 

Friday, October 16th    10:00 - 12:00 

Zoom presentation by internationally known genealogist  
Thomas MacEntee 

Privacy, DNA, and Genealogy - Handling the Double-Edged Sword 

Friday, November 20th    10:00 – 12:00 

Zoom presentation by professional genealogist  
Jill Morelli 

 FamilySearch: The Other 70% 

Did you know now over 83% of these records are not accessible by a simple 
surname search.  If you keep searching using surnames, you will get the same 

results you have always gotten.  We will cover how to find these  
‘hidden’ records and most easily access the information you want.  

Treasures await the patient genealogist.  

Zoom link information will be emailed to all members. 

Special Interest Groups 
For BIGS Members Only 

Great Britain SIG 
Friday, October 2nd    10:00 - 12:00 

Zoom Presentation & Discussion 
Facilitators: Judith Rogerson and Betty Wiese 

New Finds 
New Frustrations 

     Zoom link information will be sent to all members by email. 

Writer’s Workshop 

Thursday, October 22nd   1:00 
Write to Andrea Hoskins to be included on the Zoom list. 

mailto:andrea.kay.hoskins@gmail.com
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Special Interest Groups 
For BIGS Members Only 

Skill Building - second Friday of the month 
Zoom Presentations & Discussions 

Google Earth Pro for Genealogy 
October 9th    10:00-12:00 
Facilitator:  Joleen Aitchison 

How to use Google Earth Pro to further research and 
place ancestors in context of place and time. 

Zoom link information will be sent to all members by email. 

New Way to Search Ancestry 

November 13, 2020 
Facilitators:  Sylvia Nelson & Sue Hassenmiller 

Getting the most from the Ancestry Card Catalog 

Zoom link information will be sent to all members by email. 

BIGS has two Special Interest Groups for members only that  
have not planned virtual meetings for October.  

Write to their facilitators to be included  
on the group email for notifications of future Zoom meetings. 

DNA SIG  -  Write to Sue Hassenmiller 

Irish & Scots-Irish SIG  - Write to Cathy Jones-Smith 

mailto:suzyh1943@gmail.com
mailto:cathy@mitchellmeadows.com
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Zoom to the Rescue! 

We could argue the pros and cons of using the Zoom platform for teleconferencing, 
and we’d probably all agree that it just isn’t the same as in-person meetings. But the 
bottom line is, Zoom saved the day for BIGS when the Corona virus shutdown took 
away our ability to meet face-to-face.  It has taken a little time, and admittedly we are 
still working out a few kinks, but we have been able to hold multiple monthly 
programs via Zoom, with a strong turnout each time. Zoom has also allowed the 
BIGS Board to meet on schedule and our committees to do their assigned tasks. Skill 
building sessions, Writers’ Workshop, DNA Workshop and other Special Interest 
Groups have continued. We also moved our Outreach Q&A online and have made it 
available on request.  

While we have been learning how to make Zoom work for us, Zoom has been 
improving their security; we now use a waiting room and a password to help protect 
our meetings. Zoom makes it possible for us to record the monthly programs so that 
no one needs to miss a presentation. And, you don’t need Zoom on your computer 
to see the recording. Using Zoom opens 
the door for us to access nationally 
recognized speakers, as virtual 
presentations are more affordable and 
there are no travel expenses.  

So, for the time being, we will be relying on 
Zoom to help us stay connected. Until the 
library is safely open for in-person 
meetings, we will continue to learn how we 
can use this platform to our advantage. If 
you need any help trying out Zoom, you 
have plenty of fellow BIGS members 
willing to show you the ropes. Just ask! 
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Book Review 
The Milkman’s Son: A Memoir of Family History, a DNA Mystery, 
and a Story of Paternal Love 
Contributed by Lori Gibson 

The title of this book is what caught my eye and intrigued 
me when it landed in my email inbox from Amazon as a 
book that might interest me.   

Raised in a family he bore little resemblance to, Randy 
was jokingly referred to as “the milkman’s son.” This 
warm and candid memoir chronicles the unraveling of a 
family secret, which begins with Randy’s dad having 
dreams about deceased relatives urging him to 
complete their family tree. Randy agrees to help with the 
genealogy, but after his searching leads to a dead end, 

he takes a commercially available DNA test. The results reveal a possible genetic 
match to a sister, which begins a familial quest that forever changes the author’s 
life. 

Featuring a cast of vivid characters richly drawn from two distinct families, The 
Milkman’s Son reveals one man’s family tree, pulling back layers of new 
information as he gets closer to the truth—a biological father, siblings, and family 
members he never knew about. 

This is a story of accepting, forgiving, and reuniting. Most importantly, it’s about 
the bonds that connect us and the unconditional love that makes us feel like we 
belong. 

This book was an easy read for me and it kept my interest through to the end.  I 
was impressed by how easily Randy’s biological family embraced him.  I don’t 
think all families would react this way.  And I loved the nonchalant attitude of the 
family he was raised with when the DNA results were revealed, because it truly 
didn’t matter to them. 

I do still have one harboring question leftover from this story. Randy’s mom was 
still alive during his family quest and discovery, I think she could have been more 
forthcoming with the truth.  I find I still want to know more about her side of the 
story.
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BIGS Profile  
Susan Palmer,  

Newsletter Editor 

I’m the newsletter editor and though not a board 
member I thought I’d do a profile too. My genealogy 
career is a very short one. In December 2017 I was 
reading the on-line Bainbridge Review and it said BIGS 
was having a Christmas party in an hour. I thought my 
husband, who was winding down a major volunteer 
commitment, could use a new hobby and suggested 
we go. We both enjoyed meeting new people, but 
while he is interested in the results, he left the research 
to me and I’ve loved every minute of it. 

Natives of the New York metropolitan area, we moved 
to Bainbridge Island in 1980. I’ve had careers in 
banking and teaching, but my favorite, and longest, 
career was Mom. My daughter is a nutritionist at 
Seattle’s Children’s Hospital and my son is a 
programmer at YouTube in California - keep watching 
those videos! 

I used to think that our family dynamics were common 
ones in the United States. With one exception, all our 
ancestors arrived from western Europe between 1840 
and 1880 and lived in New York City for generations until our parents left for the NYC suburbs 
post World War II, and now all of our siblings live in the West. But the more I work on genealogy 
and connect with BIGS friends, I wonder why earlier generations never moved beyond New York 
City. No longer adventurous? City careers? “Successful” enough? Tied to their Irish and German 
communities? So many questions we wish we’d asked, though it does make my research easier. 
Midwest? - no, South? - no, New Jersey - maybe, Brooklyn - you betcha.

With my quarantine buddy.
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        Webinars from 
               
              Around Puget Sound 

The Genealogist’s Google Search Methodology for 2020 
Lisa Louise Cooke  October 8th   7:00 PM 
Check the East Side Genealogical Society’s website beginning Monday, October 5th for the Zoom link. 

Did My Ancestors Really Pay for the Mayflower Voyage?  
Lori Lee Sauber  Saturday, October 10th  1:00 - 3:00 PM 
Check the Seattle Genealogical Society’s website for Zoom link. 

Seattle Genealogical Society’s 2020 Fall Seminar with Blaine Bettinger 
Saturday, October 17th  9:00 am - 3:00 pm via Zoom 
Program includes: 
 "Formulating a DNA Testing Plan"  
 "Real-Life Y-DNA" 
 "Using DNA Painter to Map Your DNA" 
 "The Latest Developments in Genetic Networks"  
$50.00 Registration is limited. Register with the SGS. 

South King County Genealogy Society’s Fall Seminar with Diahan Southard 
Saturday, October 24th  10:00 AM - 1:30 PM 
Program includes: 
 “No Tree: No Problem” 
 “Connecting your DNA Matches” 
$20. Register with SKCGS. 

https://eastsidegenealogicalsociety.org/2019/10/02/october-10th-meeting/
https://seagensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=67#er215
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfkDpCPLEqNrK2vmESbVbns04KN_bm-4gHRIlPk6Zr9iOKvlg/viewform
http://skcgs.org/seminar.html
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Your newsletter was edited by Susan Palmer and designed by Lori Gibson

     

Advanced DNA Techniques: Deductive Chromosome Mapping 
Blaine Bettinger, Ph.D., J.D  Tuesday, October 6th  6 PM 

Wringing Every Drop out of Y DNA 
Roberta Estes   Wednesday, October 7th 11 AM 

From Generation to Generation: An Updated Look at Kinship Determination 
Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL Thursday, October 8th  9 AM 

Geo-Genealogy as a Problem-Solving Tool: The Case of a 19th-Century Female Teenage Immigrant 
J.H. (Jay) Fonkert, CG  Thursday, October 8th  10:15 AM 

Spanning 150 Years of Record Loss: A Methodological Approach to Identifying Parents in Sweden 
Jill Morelli, CG   Thursday, October 8th  11:30 AM 

Use MyHeritage Records to Quickly Discover and Write the Story of Your Ancestors 
By MyHeritage Webinars  Tuesday, October 13th  11 AM 

Dealing with Endogamy 
Paul Woodbury   Wednesday, October 14th 5 PM 

Using DNA Test Results to Confirm a Pedigree 
Angela Packer McGhie, CG Tuesday, October 20th  5 PM 

Comparing the Genealogy Giants 2020: Ancestry, FamilySearch, Findmypast, and MyHeritage 
Sunny Morton    Wednesday, October 21st 11 AM 

How Old Did He Have To Be…? 
Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CG Friday, October 23rd  11 AM 

Jumpstart Your MyHeritage Family Tree with Instant Discoveries 
James Tanner   Tuesday, October 27th  11 AM 

The New Ethnicity Estimates 
Ran Snir   Tuesday, October 27th  11 AM (same as above) 

In Black and White: Finding Historical Newspapers From Around the World 
Gena Philibert-Ortega  Wednesday, October 28th  11 AM 

From familytreewebinars.com  

Sign up for viewing alerts 
to watch live or watch for 

free for one week!

http://familytreewebinars.com
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