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Notes from the 
President

Respond and Renew 

On November 5th, we will be 
sending out an annual renewal 
letter to all our members. 
Enclosed you will find a one-
page questionnaire and a 
stamped return envelope. 
Please take a moment to fill out 
the questionnaire. Let us know 
how things are going given the 
limitations on our activities 
imposed by the virus. Then, 
return the questionnaire with 
your dues. Please respond by 
November 23rd so that your 
feedback can guide our 
planning for the coming year.  

Visiting Google Earth  

The Skill Building Session for 
October offered a fascinating 
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Members’ Corner 
FINDING TWO-BOATER PATRICK DAY 
By Claire Smith 

When I first starting my 
genealogy journey in 
2001, I was curious to 
find out more about my 
great grandmother, 
Jennie Day. My dad 
told me that she’d 
come from Nova Scotia 
to Boston, 
Massachusetts where 
she married Frank 
Smith in 1894.  

There have been many 
false leads in my 
research journey, so I 

was excited when my cousin Joan sent me a certified 
marriage record which included the names of the bride’s 
parents, John and Annie. Success! I could move on to the 
next generation.  

Tip: Errors can be made when a record is transcribed.  

It took me a while but by tracking down the original record, 
I found out that Jennie’s father was actually Patrick, not 
John, Day. Try googling “Patrick Day” and you’ll understand 
how this made my research a lot more challenging!   

Jennie Day



BIGS November 2020  

Bainbridge Island Genealogical Society Page 2

I couldn’t find any record showing Jennie living with her 
family. Did you know that Jennie is a nickname for Mary 
Jane? I eventually found Mary Jane’s birth record by ordering 
a microfilm of Nova Scotia births from the Family History 
Library. I also found out that Jennie liked to lie about her age. 
While everyone else aged ten years between censuses, 
Jennie aged less, sometimes 8 years or as few as 5 years. My 
dad told me that Jennie didn’t practice any religion either.  

Jennie’s parents, Patrick and Annie, were both born in 
Guysborough, Nova Scotia. Patrick Day was the youngest of 
ten children and worked as a farmer. Life was hard and some 
of his children, including Jennie, moved to Massachusetts, 
pursuing opportunities for better lives.  

A trip to Guysborough in 2003 and a visit to the historical 
society there gave me access to the 1838 and 1871 census 
records, long before they were available online. The 1871 
census showed Jennie’s father, Patrick Day and his entire 
family. Now I had a list of Jennie’s siblings to research.  

Tip: Always research your collateral ancestors, not just your 
direct line. That’s often how we break brick walls. The record 
for a sibling may list that critical piece of information. 

The 1871 Canada census also lists religion, a vital clue. I was 
surprised to find that the Days were Catholic, especially since 
Jennie was clear that she didn’t practice any religion. 

I didn’t know yet who Patrick’s father was, but the 1838 
census, listing only the head of household, showed only one 
Day family in Guysborough township, headed up by another 
Patrick, likely his father since this was the only Day household 
in town. There were two more Days in the county, both 
named John. 

Before returning to Seattle, we stopped at the Guysborough 
Registry of Deeds where I got a copy of Patrick Day Sr.’s will. 
It showed the names of his children, including a Patrick. So, it 
looked like a I had a strong candidate for Patrick’s father and 
Jennie’s grandparents, Patrick and Mary Day. I was able to 
confirm this relationship with other records later. 

introduction to Google Earth Pro 
by BIGS member Joleen 
Aitchison. Joleen showed us 
how you can create a worldwide 
tour of the places your ancestors 
lived, in chronological order. You 
can also find and include photos 
of their towns, homes, schools, 
and churches. You can overlay 
historical maps onto present day 
maps to see what has become of 
the old homestead, and find 
streets that have been renamed 
since your family lived there. So 
much to play with! Google Earth 
is accessible online; Google 
Earth Pro can be downloaded to 
your desktop. Both are free. 

October’s Program  

Thomas MacEntee returned to 
BIGS with a presentation entitled 
“Privacy, DNA and Genealogy: 
Handling the Double-Edged 
Sword.” His hand-out included 
links to a number of resources 
related to DNA and privacy 
concerns. One of the links I 
found particularly useful is the 
one for the International Society 
of Genetic Genealogy, ISOGG 
and its wiki. Exploring the wiki, I 
found a great deal of helpful 
information, including multiple 
comparisons of the various DNA 

https://isogg.org/wiki
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Who were Patrick and Mary Day of Guysborough? They were 
a mystery for a very long time.  They didn’t leave a lot of 
records but eventually I had enough to put a lot of the pieces 
together.  

Nova Scotia didn’t start recording vital events until 1864 so I 
had to rely on other records. I made an appointment with the 
priest at the local Catholic church, St. Ann’s in Guysborough, 
but he didn’t show up and we flew back to Seattle the next 
day.  

I ordered all of the records I could from home but couldn’t 
find any sign of a marriage record for Patrick and Mary or a 
death record for Patrick, both potential sources for names of 
parents and birthplaces.  

Mary Day, a widow, died in 1867 at the age of 70. So, I know 
that Patrick died after he wrote his will in 1864 and before 
Mary’s death in 1867. Her death record listed her birthplace 
as “Kilkinney.” That sounds a lot like Kilkenny, a county in 
southeast Ireland. The Days lived in Salmon River, which was 
an Irish settlement in Guysborough so that fits. Was Patrick 
Irish too?  

I investigated Guysborough too and built a comprehensive 
list of resources.  

Tip: It’s always a good idea to build a resource guide for a 
new place you’re researching and update it whenever you 
find something new.  

My Day research went into hibernation for a long time. I’d 
check for new Nova Scotia records periodically, and 
sometimes glean new information. Several years ago, St. 
Ann’s transcribed their parish registers and put them online. I 
didn’t find a burial record for Patrick Day, so he’s apparently 
not buried with his wife. I was able to find the baptism 
records for Patrick and Mary’s children, who were born in 
Guysborough, matching them up with some of the children 
named in Patrick’s will. I took another crack at tracking down 
Mary’s maiden name too. That’s a story for another time 
though.  

Patrick remained a mystery though until I started researching 

vendors – their policies, 
database size, and ethnicity 
estimates, etc. Check it out! 

Looking Ahead 

For our December program, 
rather than our traditional 
holiday event, we will be getting 
together via Zoom for another 
opportunity to “Bring Your 
Ancestor to Life.” Sylvia Nelson, 
our Program Chair, will be 
sending out an email asking 
members to consider sharing 
the story of an ancestor that you 
have pieced together through 
your research. You can share 
photos, documents, maps, even 
research techniques to tell the 
story. I know through personal 
experience that offering to bring 
one of your ancestors to life is a 
great incentive to pull together 
all those details you have 
collected, and find out what you 
still need to uncover.  

Stay well & stay connected, 

Andy Hoskins,  
President 
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another ancestor in Newfoundland after the church records had been imaged and became 
available online. I had a vague recollection of someone else from there and finally remembered 
that Patrick Day Sr.’s two eldest sons listed Newfoundland as their birthplace in the 1871 census.   

Tip: Research the children after their parent’s deaths. If I hadn’t, I wouldn’t have known to look 
in Newfoundland. 

The Newfoundland records were not indexed, and some were difficult to read, but I spent several 
weeks digging through them, recording, and saving the records I found. I eventually located the 
1821 baptism record for Thomas, son of Patrick Dey and Mary Reddigan, at the Catholic Basilica 
of St. John the Baptist in Newfoundland. 

 

I also found an 1814 marriage record for an unnamed Day and Marry Reddigan. Could this be my 
Patrick? Yes, the bride’s name matches the baptism record for Thomas. The groom’s last place of 
residence is Mullinahone, County Tipperary, Ireland and the bride’s Waterford City, not Kilkenny. I 
checked a map and saw that Waterford City is just across the river bordering County Kilkenny 
which correlates with her death record. 

 

Since then, I’ve visited the Newfoundland Archives and examined the rest of baptism records for 
Patrick and Mary’s other children born in Newfoundland, Catherine, James, and Mary. The names 
match some of the children in Patrick’s 1864 will in Guysborough, tying the Nova Scotia records 
to the Newfoundland records, proof that it is the same family. 

There was a second marriage record that I found for a John Day, also from Mullinahone 
Tipperary, in Newfoundland. Mullinahone is both a townland of less than a square mile and a 
Roman Catholic parish, either way a tiny place. It can’t be a coincidence that both Patrick and 
John Day both came from there to Newfoundland and married in successive years. 

John moved from Newfoundland to Guysborough, Nova Scotia too, just a few years after Patrick 
did. I was able to find a death record for John, listing the name of his parents, Thomas and 
Catharine. Could John and Patrick Day be brothers? If so, those could be Patrick’s parents too. 
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Surely, they’re closely related, cousins if not brothers. 

So, here is Patrick’s story, at last. He emigrated from Ireland and settled in Newfoundland, before 
1814, when he married Mary Reddigan at the Roman Catholic Basilica at the Church of St. John 
the Baptist in St. John’s, the capital. He probably worked in the cod fisheries, the prevalent 
industry there. 

Patrick and Mary were probably part of the large influx of immigrants from southeast Ireland who 
arrived in Atlantic Canada in Newfoundland during the late 1700s and early 1800s. Many settled 
in one place for a few years and moved on to another province or to the United States and were 
sometimes called “two-boat Irish.”  

Newfoundland, a British colony, recruited Irish from the port of Waterford as cheap reliable labor 
for the cod fisheries. It started as seasonal labor and transitioned to permanent settlements, with 
the men working at the fisheries marrying the Irish women brought over as servants.  

Patrick and Mary stayed in Newfoundland, having their first four children there, until the early 
1820s when they moved to Guysborough, Nova Scotia and had at least five more children. 
Patrick became a farmer and was able to buy land. They both lived there for the rest of their lives.  

I learned a lot exploring Jennie Day’s ancestry. Researching Patrick Day’s children, not just my 
direct ancestor, was critical in finding out where he came from. Looking at records after his death 
led me to his marriage record. Researching the history of the places he lived and the people who 
lived there gave me a view into his life that I wouldn’t have seen just by looking at records. 

This has been an ongoing research project since 2003 and there’s still more to do to continue 
telling Patrick and Mary’s story. 
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Monthly Members’ Meeting 
Friday, November 20th    10:00 – 12:00 

Zoom presentation by professional genealogist 
Jill Morelli 

 FamilySearch: The Other 70% 
Did you know now over 83% of these records are not accessible by a 
simple surname search.  If you keep searching using surnames, you 

will get the same results you have always gotten.  We will cover how to 
find these  

‘hidden’ records and most easily access the information you want.  
Treasures await the patient genealogist. 

Friday, December 18th   10:00 - 12:00 
Member sharing for our Zoom holiday festival. 

Think about the ancestor you want to bring to life. 

Zoom link information will be emailed to all members. 
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Special Interest Groups 
For BIGS Members Only 

Great Britain SIG 
Friday, November 6th 10:00 - 12:00 

Zoom Presentation & Discussion 
Facilitators: Judith Rogerson and Betty Wiese 

Skill Building - second Friday of the month 
New Way to Search Ancestry 

Friday, November 13th  10:00 - 12:00 
Facilitators:  Sylvia Nelson & Sue Hassenmiller 

Getting the most from the Ancestry Card Catalog 

Small Group Discussions: Geographic areas of Interest 
Friday, December 11th  10:00 - 12:00 

Including Italian research and Scots-Irish research in Northern Ireland 
An experiment to have a few concurrent Zoom meetings (called break-out 

rooms) for members with interest in other countries to talk together. 
Other candidate countries include Germany and Norway. 

Facilitator: Betty Wiese 

Zoom link information will be emailed to all members. 

BIGS has three Special Interest Groups for members only  
that currently have not planned virtual meetings for November.  

Write to their facilitators to be included  
on the group email for notifications of future Zoom meetings. 

DNA SIG - Write to Sue Hassenmiller 

Irish & Scots-Irish SIG - Write to Cathy Jones-Smith 

Writer’s Workshop - Write to Andrea Hoskins

mailto:suzyh1943@gmail.com
mailto:cathy@mitchellmeadows.com
mailto:%20andrea.kay.hoskins@gmail.com
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FROM THE EDUCATION CORNER: 

Would you like to talk with other members 
interested in doing research in other corners of the 

world?   
Save December 11, 2020 Skill Building  

date where we will offer a few concurrent small 
group Zoom discussions on researching in selected 
countries around the world. We have a small group 

of members interested in Italian research so that 
will be one of the groups.  There will also be a 

group focused on Scots-Irish research in Northern 
Ireland.  Other candidates under consideration 

include Germany and Norway 
Watch for an email from Betty Wiese with more 
information about what to expect and to help 

identify which countries in addition to Italy and 
Ireland we should  include.  

Beginning January 1, 2021 a new 
vital records law goes into effect in 

Washington State with new 
requirements for ordering birth and 
death certificates. Only individuals 

with specific relationships to the 
person (proof of identity required) 

can request a certificate and the cost 
is increasing to $25 per copy. 

Details here. 

A committee is updating 
 the BIGS website  

to reflect our current 
quarantine realities  

and we are requesting 
 more ancestor  

photos to add to the  
slide show on the  

home page. Please email a 
couple of photos to our 
website administrator, 

 Lori Gibson. 

Is everyone registered 
for RootsTech? 

February 25-27, 2021 

No trip to Salt Lake City and 
absolutely no cost. This year it’s 
all virtual and completely free. 

Promised are genealogy classes, 
food and cultural 

demonstrations, travel and world 
heritage information, plus mind 

break activities, exercise and 
relaxation too! 

Registration takes about 1 
minute. 

https://www.doh.wa.gov/LicensesPermitsandCertificates/BirthDeathMarriageandDivorce/VitalRecordsFAQ
https://www.doh.wa.gov/LicensesPermitsandCertificates/BirthDeathMarriageandDivorce/VitalRecordsFAQ
https://www.doh.wa.gov/LicensesPermitsandCertificates/BirthDeathMarriageandDivorce/VitalRecordsFAQ
https://www.doh.wa.gov/LicensesPermitsandCertificates/BirthDeathMarriageandDivorce/VitalRecordsFAQ
mailto:foxglove12@comcast.net
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BIGS Profile  
Lori Gibson 

Website Administrator 

I’m the BIGS website administrator and though I’m not a board member I was asked to provide 
my profile as well. 

I’m a self-professed anglophile. I love animals, art, gardening, history, books and life long 
learning. After 30 years in information technology, I retired from the City of San Jose as a 
network manager. I’m a second generation 
Bay Area California native and weather 
refugee. My husband and I moved to 
Bainbridge Island in 2011.  Not long before 
the Japanese earthquake and tsunami.  I 
remember seeing the news headline on my 
cell phone before we had TV hook up. 

I started my genealogy quest in 2013 when 
I joined BIGS. Unlike my husband, whose 
ancestors go directly back to Edinburgh, 
Scotland after 3 generation in America, I’ve 
recently discovered that that’s not the same 
for me.   

On my mother’s side I’m finding that my 
ancestors were in America much earlier than I had thought. I’ve recently discovered they were in 
North Carolina as early as 1740.  This was a surprise because I never heard any stories of my 
family being in North Carolina nor do I know anything about North Carolina! They moved to 
Indiana then to Idaho before landing in the central valley of California.  All the while they were 
farming. 

On my father’s side, my father being from Oklahoma moving to California as a boy after WWII, I 
have discovered a branch that goes back to Louisiana and Mississippi in the early 1800s. This 
line being farmers as well. Two things from this lineage have surprised and shocked me.  One 
being that the Raborn family owned slaves!  The other being that the family was Catholic!   

I love the detective work required in tracing my roots and I love visualizing how my family lived, 
thrived and survived over the many generations.  I still have a lot to do on my ancestral quest 
and wonder what will happen with all my work and effort once I’m gone.   

I truly have learned so much from the many skilled genealogist amongst the BIGs members.  
Joining this group is one of the best things I’ve done since moving to Bainbridge. 

Lastly, it appears that my genealogy quest now holds brushing up on North Carolina history…  
Who knew?
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        Zooming Around 
  the Sound 
   in November 

   Digging Deeper: Researching Women’s History 
   Lisa Oberg  Saturday, Nov. 7th 1 PM 
   Learn how archives are arranged in order to locate information when researching women's history.  
   Limited to 20 participants., there is currently a wait list. Check the link with Seattle Genealogical Society               
   if interested. 

  “Help! I Tested my DNA and I’m Confused” presented by the Jewish Genealogical Society of       
   Washington        
   Gil Bardiage  Monday, Nov. 9th 7 PM 
   Contact president@jgsws.org for an invitation to this Zoom meeting. Registration is required 

   Too Many Marys: Solving Identity and Same Name Conundrums 
   Jill Morelli  Thursday, Nov.12th  7 PM 
   Check the Eastside Genealogical Society website for Zoom link information. 

   For the Record: Memoir, Oral History, and Writing Family Stories 
   Claire Gebben Saturday, Nov. 14th  1 PM 
   From the Seattle Genealogical Society via Zoom  
   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89625552588?pwd=WTFYWVRwVnY3SkpwZG1maWhiNy82QT09 
   Meeting ID: 896 2555 2588 
   Passcode: 755915 

   Genealogy Pit Stop: Researching in 15 Minute Increments 
   Thomas MacEntee Saturday, Nov. 21st 10 AM 
   Presented by the South King County Genealogical Society. Check their website for Zoom link. 

   Quilting Your Family History Learn about the role of quilts in family history. 
   Kathy Emmel  Monday, Nov. 23rd 7 PM 
   Join the Seattle Genealogical Society via Zoom 
   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87004494124?pwd=Vk9LMkhUU3VISm9GL1EwQmgxTEFQUT09 
   Meeting ID: 870 0449 4124 
   Passcode: 585786 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeDjLtAEyQCh4W98o2CvdrsnQXEbcohDRnpdjjrm2dL5nzaCg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&gxids=7757
mailto:president@jgsws.org
https://gmcnayblog.files.wordpress.com/2020/10/egs-jill-morelli-flyer.pdf
http://skcgs.org/soccalendar.html
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Your newsletter was edited by Susan Palmer and designed by Lori Gibson

     From familytreewebinars.com  

Sign up for viewing alerts 
to watch live or watch for 

free for one week.Australian Census Substitutes 
Helen V. Smith  Tuesday, Nov. 3rd 5 PM 

How to Connect with Your Pilgrim Ancestors to Join the Mayflower Society 
Kate Eakman  Wednesday, Nov. 4th 11 AM 

Why I Love — and How to Use — the Newspaper Collections at My Heritage 
Sunny Morton  Tuesday, Nov. 10th 11 AM 

Deeds Not Words: Finding Your Merchant Marine Ancestors 
Michael L. Strauss, AG Wednesday, Nov. 11th  5 PM 

Separating and Merging Identities of Same-named Men 
Shannon Green, CG Tuesday, Nov. 17th 5 PM  

Surname Projects and DNA Projects 
Mags Gaulden  Wednesday, Nov. 18th 11 AM 

MyHeritage Mobile App: All New Features From 2020 
Yaniv Zach  Tuesday, Nov. 24th 11 AM 

Once upon a time: It’s all about the story 
Carol Baxter  Tuesday, Dec. 1st 5 PM 
How to tell a gripping story within a family history, and by extension, how to write a gripping a 
family history. 

Four ways DNA Painter can help with your family 
history research 
Jonny Perl  Wednesday, Dec. 2nd 11 AM 

Your DNA questions answered live with Diahan 
Diahan Southard Friday, Dec. 4th  11 AM 

http://familytreewebinars.com
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