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Notes from the 
President

November’s Programs 

November provided us two 
excellent opportunities to 
improve our research 
techniques. The 2nd Friday 
Skill Building session 
brought together 28 
participants to hear Sylvia 
Nelson explain how to use 
the catalog on Ancestry.com. 
Sylvia reported that there are 
14 billion records available 
on Ancestry, across 32,000 
different databases. Doing a 
simple search may not get 
you where you want to go. 
We learned how to use a 
variety of filters, individually 
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Members’ Corner 
Women Bearing Arms 
By Susan Strawn 

This family photo invites questions about more than date 
and location!  

Available only as a cropped digital copy, the original 
paper photograph may have offered clues to questions 
raised by this image. Is this photo a special event 
documented by a studio photographer? Or did an amateur 
photographer armed with an inexpensive Kodak capture a 
snapshot of an everyday scene? The kind of paper and 
photo mount, dimensions, finished edges, and true color 
tone could indicate the date, and a studio imprint could 
estimate both date and location. Minus the original photo, 
the clothing, landscape, and a bit of family lore can address 
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a number of questions. Where and when was this photo 
taken? Why are the women dressed as they are? And why are 
they shooting rifles, anyway?  

A relative in this photo, the woman on the far right, is 
known to have graduated from Valparaiso University 
(Valparaiso, Indiana) in 1909 or 1910 and then taught school 
in Enderlin, North Dakota, until 1916 or 1917. Indiana or 
North Dakota? A quick Google search verifies that railroads 
had arrived in both Valparaiso and Enderlin before 1909. 
However, Valparaiso lies in northwest Indiana on a glacial 
moraine with hilly terrain and kettle lakes. Enderlin, on the 
other hand, lies on the grasslands of southeastern North 
Dakota. The landscape resembles prairie grassland more 
than moraine, so North Dakota seems likely.  

All five women wear practical styles of clothing better 
suited for a wider range of activities than the clothing worn in 
the nineteenth century. Gone are the high collars and 
corseted S-shaped silhouettes that dominated fashion until 
1909. The skirt styles of the two fashionably dressed women 
on the right narrow the dates for this photo. The woman on 
the far right wears a shorter style influenced by the hobble, a 
decidedly impractical skirt with a narrow hemline 
circumference that had come into mainstream fashion by 
1912. Her skirt is identical to a McCall sewing pattern dated 
1913 in the Commercial Pattern Archive (University of Rhode 
Island). The woman beside her wears a tailor-made, a suit 
with a modestly elevated waistline, longer jacket, and shorter, 
slightly barrel-shaped skirt, all of which anticipate the 
practical silhouettes of World War I (1914-1918). Their skirts 
date the photo to about 1913, supporting the North Dakota 
location. The bucket hat and plain wide-brimmed hats are 
also consistent with 1913. Does the hamper hold lunch for 
their day out? 

The three women on the left wear longer gored skirts 
with slightly elevated waistlines.* Enlarging the photo reveals 
the exciting possibility that one or more of the women wears 
an equestrienne skirt, a divided skirt (like culottes) covered 
with a wide piece buttoned and sewn over the front so it 
looks like an ordinary skirt. The Commercial Pattern Archive 
includes a similar sewing pattern for an equestrienne skirt 
dated 1910. All of the longer, flared skirts on these three are 
consistent with a 1910 silhouette, earlier than the hobble or 
tailor-made. The older yet more practical style allowed a 

and in combination, to dig 
down and uncover the 
records we are after.  

Our 3rd Friday Monthly 
Program was attended by 48 
participants eager to listen to 
Jill Morelli explain how to 
make searches on 
FamilySearch as robust as 
possible. Many of us rely on 
entering a surname into the 
search field, which will access 
only those records that have 
been indexed. The current 
percentage of un-indexed, 
image-only records on 
FamilySearch is approaching 
90%. Jill showed us how to 
do more effective surname 
searches as well as image-
only searches using Map, 
Wiki, Catalog, and Image 
options. All members should 
have received Jill’s helpful 
syllabus in an email dated 
November 16th.  

Both presentations were 
recorded and links sent out to 
the membership. You can also 
contact Sylvia Nelson and 
request a link. The recordings 
are available for the month 
following the presentation. 

Making it through 

While we have just closed our 
survey and won’t have a final 
tabulation for a bit, we do 

mailto:shn98110@outlook.com
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wider stance for shooting while bracing feet against the 
tracks. Notice the stance of the woman in the up-to-date 
hobble skirt looks constrained and less stable. Historians in 
general have underestimated the limitations that women's 
clothing placed on participation in many sports, writes dress 
historian Patricia Campbell Warner in When the Girls Came 
Out to Play: The Birth of American Sportswear (University of 
Massachusetts Press, 2006). Warner points out that clothing 
was as constraining as societal rules for women; tight corsets, 
high collars, and voluminous skirts had prevented 
nineteenth-century women from participating in certain 
physical activities.  
 Location and date aside, why were these women 
shooting rifles? Women in rural and frontier America shot 
game for the table or to sell, and there were target-shooting 
societies like Wisconsin's Schuetzenverein, as Joan Severa 
depicts in Dressed for the Photographer (Kent State University 
Press, 1995). However, Annie Oakley (Phoebe Anne Moses, 
1860-1926) may figure prominently in the historical context 
for this photo. Not the mid-century, quasi-fictional Ethel-
Merman-Annie-Get-Your-Gun Annie Oakley, but the actual 
"Champion Markswoman" of Buffalo Bill's Wild West Show. 
Annie Oakley, an exceptional athlete from an impoverished 
family, grew up shooting game. She joined the Wild West 
Show in 1885 and toured for decades throughout America 
and Europe. Famous for precision and speed with a rifle, she 
was also known for her trademark femininity. Annie sewed 
her own demure wardrobe, wore full skirts, and always rode 
sidesaddle, even for her sharpshooting performances. 
Between shows she did embroidery and entertained guests 
with tea and cakes in her tent furnished with carpets and 
comfortable furniture, her favorite rifles lining the walls. 
 Annie Oakley’s Victorian demeanor made her 
“acceptable and appealing to everyone in her audience, 
young or old, male or female, old-fashioned or modern," 
writes biographer and historian Glenda Gates Riley in The 
Life and Legacy of Annie Oakley (University of Oklahoma 
Press, 1994). Femininity softened her spectacular 
achievements in a male-dominated sport and popularized 
recreational shooting, for women in particular. She avoided 
politics but had a passionate belief in women learning to 

know that the majority of 
respondents are successfully 
making use of Zoom to 
access our programs and 
SIGs. Your board members 
have been practicing using 
break-out rooms on Zoom so 
that we can create 
opportunities for small group 
conversations. Betty Wiese 
will be trying this out at 
December’s Skill Building 
session. As we watch 2020 
fade away, and look 
hopefully toward 2021, we 
will continue to rely on Zoom 
to learn and share. 

Stay well & stay connected! 

Andy Hoskins 
President 
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shoot. Annie Oakley taught shooting to thousands and encouraged women to take up shooting 
for self-protection, food procurement, and healthy exercise. Although other possibilities lurk in 
history, it is not unreasonable to consider Annie Oakley an inspiration for these women.  
 The grandmother in this photo left teaching when she gave birth to her first child in 1917. 
She continued to live in Enderlin until her family moved to Seattle in 1926. She died in 1930. Her 
daughter, who was thirteen when her mother passed away, never mentioned any family history of  
shooting to her own daughter (who did, however, wear an Annie Oakley cowgirl outfit when she 
was five). 
 Some women still bear long arms in the American West. Recently, a library director in a 
small western city announced to her staff that she had killed her first rattlesnake in the front yard 
that morning before work. Polished it off with a shotgun. She was wearing jeans and a tee shirt, 
and it is tempting to believe that her predecessors in this photo would have approved. 

* Gores are rectangular pieces of fabric, narrower at one end, sewn together vertically to create a flared shape in the skirt. 

Members Monthly’ Meeting 

Friday, December 18th   10:00 - 12:00 
Member sharing for our Zoom holiday festival. 

Think about the ancestor you want to bring to life. 

Zoom link information will be emailed to all members. 



BIGS December 2020  

Bainbridge Island Genealogical Society Page 5

Special Interest Groups 
For BIGS Members Only 

Great Britain SIG 
Friday, December 4th 10:00 - 12:00 

Zoom Presentation & Discussion 
Facilitators: Judith Rogerson and Betty Wiese 

Latest GB finds and tales, GB things of interest, and general sharing of GB info.  
If you have any questions, please contact Betty or Judith. 

Note: The G.B. SIG will not meet in January. 

Skill Building - second Friday of the month 
Small Group Discussions: Researching in Other Countries 

Friday, December 11th  10:00 - 12:00 
Concurrent "mini-SIGs": 4 Geographic areas   

Italian, Scots-Irish in Northern Ireland, German, and French Canadian.  
Members share in focused small groups. See Page 9 below on how to sign up.  

Facilitator: Betty Wiese 

What does 2021 hold for me? Is Plan a 4-letter word? 
Friday, January 8th  10:00 - 12:00 

  Facilitator: Betty Wiese 
What does 2021 hold for your genealogy budget (energy, time, money)? 

What would you like to say at year end in addition to  
"I chased squirrels and bright shiny objects" or "I spent a lot of time in rabbit holes".   

How about being excited about new "how to" skills you learned  
(e.g., using DNA thru-lines or using county deed index records).   

Share how you made progress in solving your genealogy unknowns because you 
focused on specific questions (e.g., who are the parents of xxx?, what happened to xxx 

after the 1900 Montana census? why did xxx migrate?). The possibilities are endless. 

 This meeting and pre-work options can stimulate your imagination, help you assess 
your needs, and support you to plan and focus to be more successful in your genealogy. 

Zoom link information will be emailed to all members. 

mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
mailto:judith4u@earthlink.net
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My Norwegian-American maternal grandmother, Johanna 
“Jennie" Skillingstad Hoiseth, made our Christmas 

celebrations sweeter with her homemade cookies. The two 
that I remember were Molasses Sugar and rolled and cut-

out (hardly ever frosted) Sugar cookies. She made 
traditional Norwegian lefse for us at least once, and that is a 

very special memory. Warm lefse, spread with butter and 
cinnamon and sugar and warmed up, is a wonderful treat. 
Each December I try to make one of her cookie recipes to 

share, and lately I’m learning the art of making lefse so that 
our children and grandchildren can connect with this part of 
their Norwegian heritage. It’s especially wonderful sharing 

the prep and cooking with family members.
My mother, Myrtle Alice Hoiseth Goetzinger (Grandma 

Jennie’s daughter), made baked beans for each big holiday, 
and now my two younger sisters continue that tradition. The 
recipe is the same as Boston Baked Beans. I don’t have the 
patience my sisters have, getting up during the night before 
the holiday to stir the beans as they slowly bake. In a pinch 
- when my sisters can’t come for the holidays and provide 

the baked beans - I will resort to making baked beans in the 
crockpot. Somehow they are never the same as Mama’s 

(and my sisters’) “real” baked beans.
         From Alice McCain

As a classroom lesson, my mother, then age 10 in 1920, colored this Santa 
with water color. The figure is a simple sketch on coarse drawing paper. My 
grandfather penciled in my mother's wishes; I can still make out the words 

"doll" and "new broom for Mother." In the Cain-Murray-Scott families, 
Martha’s Santa has hung on our Christmas trees for one hundred years!

From Pat Murray-Scott

Holiday Traditions From our 
Members
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Many years ago, when our children were young, we did the usual American Christmas with 
presents magically appearing under the tree, gift exchanges, turkey dinner, and the rest of 
it. On the day after Christmas we always had my wife’s uncle, his wife, and their two girls 
over for a dinner. One year we decided to make that day-after meal totally non-traditional 
and surprised our guests with Chinese Christmas Dinner. Everyone seemed to enjoy it so 
the next year it was, surprise, German Christmas Dinner. After that all such dinners were 
built around our understanding of someone else’s ethnic meal. While our guests said that 
they enjoyed the evening, we weren’t sure that they weren’t just being polite. After a few 

years we drifted away from those get-togethers and pretty much forgot about them. 

Then, about a year ago we had the chance to meet again with those “kids,” now with their 
own families and beginning to think about social security and retirement. To our surprise, 
one of the first things they told us was how much fun they thought those surprise dinners 

were, and how much they anticipated the occasion and tried to guess what the next theme 
would be. So, I guess one of our best Christmas traditions was, in fact, the tradition of 

being non-traditional.
                                   From Larry Noedel

My father did not like turkey and all the leftover meals my mother could 
make after the Thanksgiving meal. Being from a farm family, my mother 
was very creative and would use every part of a turkey in some way. My 

father tolerated it until one year, when the company he worked for 
decided to give all employees a fresh turkey for Christmas. Faced with 
having two sets of turkey meals, my father said to my mother, "Isn't the 

idea of Thanksgiving, to be thankful?" When she agreed, he continued, "I 
would be much more thankful, having a dish of Lasagna at Thanksgiving 

and turkey at Christmas, instead of 2 turkey meals." With my mother's 
agreement, we celebrated Thanksgiving with an Italian food buffet and 

started a new family tradition. Probably blessed by all my father's Italian 
ancestors.

From Sue Hassenmiller

I don’t have any special Christmas tradition in my 
family but I’m very lucky that a Bainbridge friend does 
and shares it with me. Every Christmas Eve she cooks 
a traditional Danish Christmas dinner and invites my 

family to join her family. Her fruit soup, meatballs, 
boiled potatoes, and red cabbage are always delicious, 

but the highlight is the rice pudding in which she has 
hidden an almond. The discoverer gets a little prize 

while we all enjoy the warm rice with butter, cream and 
cinnamon.

From Susan Palmer
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We had some favorite foods that were provided for our Christmas 
gatherings. One of them was the very yummy Rainbow Cake that my 
mom made. I remember it was made with little red and green Jell-O 
squares and had a graham cracker crust. The cake was really pretty, 

and I loved it! It was the centerpiece as far as I was concerned. It 
looked kind of like the picture I've posted. My mom's recipe is here. 

Now that I'm reminded, I'm pretty sure I'll need to make one this year!
From Joleen Atichison

Rainbow Cake - Gelatin (Jell-O) Dessert

1 pkg. cherry gelatin
1 pkg. lime gelatin
Make both according to pkg. directions. 1 pkg. to a pan approx. size 7x11; 8x8 works also

Crust
1/2 c. melted butter
1/2 lb. (2 1/4 cups) graham cracker crumb
1/4 c. sugar
Press in bottom of pan 9x12. Bake at 375 5 minutes

Add 1 c. pineapple juice boiled to 1 pkg. apple jello mixed with 1/4 c. sugar. No water. Allow 
to thicken, not gel.

Cut red and green gelatins into small cubes 1" x 1/2" or so. Whip 1 1/2 cups whipping 
cream. Fold cubes and whipping cream into the thickened apple gelatin and pour into crust 
and let set several hours in refrigerator before serving.



BIGS December 2020  

Bainbridge Island Genealogical Society Page 9

Finding My Roots:                                             
Using the Entire Genealogy Toolbox 

Coral Grant  Monday, Dec. 14th.       7 PM 
Register with the Jewish Genealogical Society of 
Washington State 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZEpcu6hpj8qGNFIQq7esy72y6OVILnwMT_1

WANT TO TAKE A VIRTUAL TRIP? 
SIGN UP FOR RESEARCHING IN SOME OTHER COUNTRIES 

December 11, 2020 (10:00 - 12:00) Skill SIG  

The December 11th Skill Building (Zoom) meeting will be four small groups for members to 
talk together about shared interests in researching in one of four areas of the world.  As with 

any trip, it is helpful to plan ahead; see the request below.    

No one needs to be an expert; this is an opportunity to learn together. FamilySearch Wiki 
(familysearch.org) has great information about researching anywhere in the world.   

If you have not already signed up, please email Betty ASAP at bettywiese@comcast.net to 
indicate which one of these you want to participate in:  (1) Italian, (2) Scots-Irish in Northern 

Ireland, (3) German, and (4) French Canadian.  

Irish & Scots-Irish SIG 
Please join Kathy Penn & Cathy Jones-Smith 

Friday, 11 Dec 2020 - 10:00 - noon 
BIGS Skill Building SIG zoom meeting - 

"Researching in Some other Countries” -  
hosted by Betty Wiese. 

We will lead a breakout session on Scots-Irish 
research with a focus on record collections in 

Northern Ireland. 
Please bring information on your favorite Scots-Irish 

research sites to share and discuss. 
Betty would appreciate a quick email ahead of time 

to let her know that you’d like to attend this 
breakout session. 

Hope you can attend.  See you then.

BIGS has two Special Interest Groups  
for members only  

that currently have not yet planned virtual 
meetings for December.  

Write to their facilitators to be included  
on the group email for notifications of future 

Zoom meetings. 

DNA SIG - Write to Sue Hassenmiller 
Writer’s Workshop - Write to Andrea Hoskins

mailto:suzyh1943@gmail.com
mailto:%20andrea.kay.hoskins@gmail.com
https://jgsws.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02fa18f67f636d7c2f42831f5&id=c6a12e6fc5&e=36578f4f25
https://jgsws.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02fa18f67f636d7c2f42831f5&id=c6a12e6fc5&e=36578f4f25
http://familysearch.org
mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net


Your newsletter was edited by Susan Palmer and designed by Lori Gibson

     
From familytreewebinars.com  

Sign up for viewing alerts 
to watch live or watch for 

free for one week.Once upon a time: It’s all about the story 
Carol Baxter  Tuesday, Dec. 1st 5 PM 
How to tell a gripping story within a family history, and by extension, how to write a  
gripping a family history. 

Four ways DNA Painter can help with your family 
history research 
Jonny Perl  Wednesday, Dec. 2nd 11 AM 

Your DNA questions answered live with Diahan 
Diahan Southard Friday, Dec. 4th  11 AM 

Find a Boatload of Passenger Lists on MyHeritage 
Sharon Monson  Tuesday, Dec. 8th 11 AM 

The Most Prominent Citizens: Using County Histories 
Cari Taplin, CG  Wednesday, Dec. 9th 5 PM 

From the 18th to the 21st: The Records of Prohibition 
Judy G. Russell  Tuesday, Dec 15th 5 PM 
     JD, CG, CGL 

Ten Best Sources for Determining Your Immigrant Ancestor’s Town of Origin 
Lisa Alzo  Wednesday, Dec. 16th 11 AM 

The New Ethnicity Estimates at My Heritage 
Ran Snir  Tuesday, Dec. 22nd 11 AM 

Ten Databases You Need to Know About 
Shannon Combs-Bennett  Wed., Dec. 30th 11 AM 

http://familytreewebinars.com
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