
BIGS January 2021  

Bainbridge Island Genealogical Society Page 1

Notes from the 
President

Breaking Out 

Our December Skill Building 
session brought a new 
dimension to the Zoom 
experience.  Betty Wiese 
made use of “break-out” 
rooms so that small groups 
could meet and discuss 
geographical areas of 
interest and then come back 
together as a larger group 
and compare notes. Small 
groups of 4 to 7 people 
included those interested in 
Scots-Irish, French Canadian, 
Italian, and German research. 
The format worked well and 
we expect to use it again. It 
allows for a more 
conversational approach to 
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The James Murray Family Story  
By Pat Murray-Scott 

Generation 1: James and Frances  

Generation 2: John, Christopher, James, Maria, Ella,  
William, Joseph, Fannie, Kate, George, Jean, Sylvester 

Chapter 1: AMERICA 1889 

There’s a spot on the banks of McMechen’s Creek in 
Bellaire, Ohio, where young people meet to picnic and 
swim on warm summer days. On a June afternoon, just a 
few blocks south of his family home, a sixteen year old boy 
drowned in the waters rushing to tumble into the mighty 
Ohio River. Directly across the river from McMechen’s Creek 
is Bellaire’s sister city, Wheeling in the state of West Virginia.  

For more than a 
hundred years, 
people’s lives on 
either side of the 
Ohio River were so 
intertwined that 
the Wheeling 
newspaper,  “The 
Intelligencer,” 
printed all there 
was to know about 
events on both 
sides of the river; it 
didn’t make much 
difference which Murray family home
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state. So it came about that, in 2015, I read a digital copy of 
that very archived newspaper. The banner date was June 
20,1889, and the drowned boy’s name was Sylvester, the 
youngest of my seven great-uncles in my Murray family. 

TO HIS FRIENDS, HE WAS “SYL.”     

Please, though, may we pause for just a moment? May we 
imagine that afternoon when my Great-Grandmother Frances 
learned that her jolly Syl had drowned? Was there a loud 
pounding on the door? Did a girl’s voice call out, “Come in?”  
Was it a policeman? Or had a teenager, in wet clothes, run 
barefoot as fast as he could to the house on Belmont Street? I 
like to think so, maybe trailed by others who had been 
enjoying this early summer day at the creek with their friend, 
Syl. 

Three days after the accident, the article in the Wheeling 
Intelligencer reported: 

“The people of this place were shocked on 
Thursday afternoon to hear of the death of 
Sylvester Murray, of Bellaire, Ohio, by drowning. 
He was well known here, having lived here three 
years; his father James Murray, being one of the 
contractors on the new Court House. “Syl” was a 
jovial, good hearted boy, and was well liked by all 
who knew him. His parents, brothers and sisters 
have the heart-felt sympathy of their many St. 
Clairsville friends in their bereavement.” (1) 

On the same day, in the newspaper's Bellaire Social column, I 
read that many people came from St. Clairsville for the  

sharing information. 

Holiday Fest a la 2020 

This year’s BIGS Holiday Fest 
received a Zoom make-over.  
Sylvia Nelson organized 
“Bring Your Ancestor to Life” 
and four members stepped 
up to do just that. Bruce 
McCain, Sue Hassenmiller, 
Susan Wood, and Betty Wiese 
each presented the story of an 
ancestor through photos, 
records, and family 
anecdotes. The stories were 
all very different, and all 
entertaining. We tried out the 
polling option on Zoom and 
learned that folks would enjoy 
doing this again in the coming 
months. 

Here’s to a happier, healthier 
new year! 

Stay well & Stay Connected 

Andy Hoskins 
President 

          

Bellaire, Ohio, 1882
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funeral.(2) Baptismal records at St. John’s 
Catholic Church confirm that Sylvester had 
been baptized on 24 September, 1873(3);  
surely, that’s where his funeral Mass was 
offered. Two days later, Sylvester was buried 
beside his sister who would have been 
eighteen, the first Murray born in America, an 
infant girl named Jean. So, now, of twelve 
children, the two youngest, Jean and Sylvester, 
the first United States citizens from birth, were 
the first to die in the new homeland. 

As was customary, the family would have hired 
a horse-drawn hearse for the ten mile trip to 
the cemetery, and, instead of driving their 
bulky mason’s wagons, they may have hired 
carriages for the family. The funeral cortege 
would have headed in slow procession east 
across the Wheeling Bridge onto the National 
Road and continued east to the Mt. Calvary 
Catholic Cemetery in Wheeling City, Ohio 
County, West Virginia, United States of 
America.(4)  

Which of Sylvester’s six brothers might have 
been bearers of his casket from Saint John’s 
Church? Certainly, the two oldest, John, age 
41, and Chris, age 39, but the next oldest, 
James B. and Will, had for the last two years 
been living and working in Wichita, Kansas.(5) 
Newly married Joe, age 27, was away with his 
bride. The brother closest in age to Sylvester 
was George, the brother who had been born 
during the family’s migration to America. 
Sylvester and George were not only the 
youngest of the Murrays, but they shared an 
American childhood from birth. They didn’t 
know Ireland; they didn’t speak with a deep 
brogue like some in their family. They didn’t 
remember grandparents or cousins, nor the 
wrenching poverty, hunger and hardship of 
migrant life in Ireland and England. Did these 
facts make them closer as brothers? It seems 
likely, and George would have chosen to bear 

the weight of his brother one last time. Indeed, 
you will see that, in the next twenty years, 
George, now the youngest son, would live to 
bury every family member but one! Only his 
brother Will, nine years older, will go to 
George’s funeral some forty-two years hence. 

Two of the sisters, Marie and Katie, were 
married and lived nearby. Katie would have 
come from the nearby town of Barnesville for 
the funeral. Marie may have brought her three 
young children from her Bellaire home. The 
unmarried sisters - Ella, age 34, and Fannie, 24, 
lived at home on Belmont Street. Young as 
they were, death was no stranger to these 
women. Although all four of the daughters 
were born after 1850, and, therefore, 
categorically, after the Great Famine, 
deprivation, disease and death were a large 
part of Irish life for many decades after 1850, 
leading one historian to assess survivors of the 
Potato Famine thus:  

“A certain amount of iron entered the Irish 
soul in the Famine holocaust.” (6) 

Was it iron which forged a vision and ramrod 
will in James who, with his mastery of stone 
masonry, guided his family to a successful life 
in America? As you read this story of their life, 
you’ll learn a little Irish history. The next 
chapters will describe James and Frances 
conquering the obstacles that so devastated 
millions of other Irish lives. Then, you decide. 

Footnotes: 
1 GenealogyBank:Sun.Jun23,1889/Wheeling Register 
(Wheeling, WV) Vol 26/issue235/“St Clairsville: The News 
of a Week Pertinently Paragraphed

2 IBID 

3 Registration of Baptism St. John: Sept 24,1873 - 
photocopy of original page in file. 

4 Mount Calvary Cemetery, Wheeling, Ohio County, WV 
burial records in Murray Archival and Digital Files

5 Wichita City Directory info

6 “Pre & Post -Famine Landscape Change” by Kevin 
Whelan p19 in THE GREAT IRISH FAMINE [App A]
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Monthly Program 
January 15, 2021 
Sara Scribner, CG  

Genealogy and the Law 

A founding member of BIGS, Sara now owns Salt Lake-based Scribner Genealogy  
and will speak to us about Court records.  

She has lectured widely, most recently coordinating and teaching the Virtual Intermediate 
Foundations Course for the Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy (SLIG).  

She divides her own research activities between her mother's side, Quakers and Deep 
South Confederates, and her father's long time New Brunswick descendants of Loyalists.  

Zoom link information will be emailed to all members. 
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Special Interest Groups 
For BIGS Members Only 

Skill Building - second Friday of the month 

What does 2021 hold for me? Is Plan a 4-letter word?  
Friday, January 8, 2021  10:00 – 12:00  

Facilitator: Betty Wiese  
What does 2021 hold for your genealogy budget (energy, time, money)?  

What would you like to say at year end in addition to “I chased squirrels and bright shiny 
objects” or “I spent a lot of time in rabbit holes”.  How about being excited about new 

“how to” skills you learned or breakthroughs in your research? 
 This meeting and pre-work options can stimulate your imagination, help you  
assess your needs, and support you to be more successful in your genealogy. 

Details were sent via email to BIGS membership on 12/28/20. Zoom link to follow. 
  

Internet Search Engine Tips and Tricks - For PC and Mac  
February 12, 2021 10:00 - 12:00  

Co-facilitators:  Joleen Aitchison and Claire Smith 
 Learn how to make the most of Google and other search engines.  After Claire and 

Joleen share with all, we can break into smaller groups to focus on Mac and PC specific 
topics.  

Writer’s Workshop 
Thursday, January 28th   1:00 

Facilitator: Andy Hoskins 

The “Writers’ Workshop” Special Interest Group will be starting up our monthly 
meetings again on Thursday, January 28th at 1:00 via Zoom. Currently a group of 9 
members, we are exploring ways to write up our family history – blogs, memoirs, 
narratives of all sorts. We have been encouraging each other, sharing ideas and 

providing feedback when asked. Interested? Now is a good time to join the workshop. 
Just let me know you’d like to be added to the mailing list, and you’ll get a Zoom 

invitation to the next meeting. Email: Andy Hoskins 

mailto:andrea.kay.hoskins@gmail.com
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Make it Quick 

       From Jolene Atichison 

ORGANIZING YOUR ELECTRONIC FILES
Take a few minutes to think about how you want to 
organize your digital genealogy files: documents, 

pictures, videos, etc. You may want to create a folder 
called ‘Genealogy.’ Then, create sub-folders for the 
surnames, locations, document types; again, this is 
very personal. The most important thing is for you to 

be able to find your stuff, so create (or copy) a 
system that works for you. Oftentimes, it helps to 

write it out on paper, first. It may help to think about 
how you would physically file your paperwork in a 

filing cabinet. So, if you can spend just five minutes 
creating folders and moving files into them, you’ll be 

that much further ahead.

Seven Years Ago This Month in the BIGS Newsletter 

BIGS has three Special Interest Groups for members only 
that have not planned virtual meetings for January.  
Write to their facilitators to be included on the group email for 

notifications of future Zoom meetings. 

DNA SIG  -  Write to Sue Hassenmiller 

Irish & Scots-Irish SIG  - Write to Cathy Jones-Smith 

Great Britain - meets the first Friday of the month. Email will be sent to 
all members from facilitators Judith Rogerson and Betty Wiese. 

mailto:suzyh1943@gmail.com
mailto:cathy@mitchellmeadows.com
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Around the Sound 
The Anabaptists and Finding My Roots in Alsace 
German Interest Group of The Eastside Genealogical Society  
Paul Braillier   Friday, January 8th  12:30 PM 
Register by January 6th.  https://egsgermangroup.wordpress.com 

From Church Archives to KGB Archives 
Carolyn Schott  Saturday, January 9th      1 PM 
Monthly meeting of Seattle Genealogical Society 
https://seagensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=67#er326 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89698704112?pwd=S2hyVUQ1NENaMUU3MmVnSHJvZFVLQT09 
Meeting ID: 896 9870 4112 
Passcode: 111807 

Webinars

Researching during a pandemic 

As our stay-at-home time continues, ancestry.com has extended their 
free remote access through March 31, 2021. Log in with your Kitsap 
Regional Library card. 

While Kitsap residents can usually secure a Seattle Public Library 
card, that option is unavailable at this time. Check their website for a 
good selection of interesting, free web research links. https://
www.spl.org/programs-and-services/learning/genealogy If you 
already have a card you can also research the Sanborn Maps 
1867-1970, America’s Genealogy Quest, and HeritageQuest. You can 
also request a remote 30 minute chat with one of their genealogists. 
(Also, remember our BIGS mentors are ready to help you too. 
Contact Betty Wiese for a referral.) 

When you do get that Seattle Public Library card, check out the 
diverse catalog of films on kanopy.com

https://egsgermangroup.wordpress.com
https://seagensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=67#er326
http://ancestry.com
https://www.spl.org/programs-and-services/learning/genealogy
https://www.spl.org/programs-and-services/learning/genealogy
https://www.spl.org/programs-and-services/learning/genealogy
mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
http://kanopy.com
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A Post -Holocaust Genealogical and Family History Journey: From the USA Back to Ukraine  
Esther Safran Foer  Monday, January 11th  6 PM 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Washington State 
Please register to receive Zoom link. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222143943?
pwd=UE9VOHE0dUF2NTBidkkwK1EvY3R0Zz09 

Researching Your Ancestor’s House 
Midori Okazaki  Thursday, January 14th    7 PM 
Check their website https://eastsidegenealogicalsociety.org/2019/10/02/october-10th-meeting/ a few days 
before the meeting for Zoom link. 

Around the Country 
Scottish Virtual Conference. Scottish Borders and Lowlands Research including finding your Scots 
ancestors in Ulster.  https://www.genealogyvic.com/BURNS-DAY-ViC 
Saturday, January 23    6 AM PST - 3 PM PST  $74 

From familytreewebinars.com  

Where else to look? When matches don’t reply 
Michelle Patient   Tuesday, January 5th  5 PM 

Genealogy Unplugged: When Offline Records Are the Best 
James M. Baker, PhD, CG  Wednesday, January 6th 11 AM 

MyHeritage Mobile App: All New Features From 2020 
Masha Novak   Tuesday, January 12th  11 AM 

Do You Have an Artificial Brick Wall? 
Robyn Smith   Wednesday, January 13th 5 PM 

From Grandmother to First European Landowner of Canada 
Lianne Kruger   Friday, January 15th  11 AM 

Death and Burial Practices in World War I and WW II 
Rick Sayre, CG, CCL, FUGA Tuesday, January 19th   5 PM 

Another 50 Websites Every Genealogist Should Know 
Gena Philibert-Ortega Wednesday, January 20th  11 AM 

The New Ethnicity Estimates 
Ran Snir   Tuesday, January 26th  11 AM 

Genealogy Escape Room 
Thomas MacEntee  Wednesday, January 27th 11 AM 

Sign up for 
viewing alerts to 

watch live or 
watch for free for 

one week.

Your newsletter was edited by Susan Palmer and designed by Lori Gibson

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222143943?pwd=UE9VOHE0dUF2NTBidkkwK1EvY3R0Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222143943?pwd=UE9VOHE0dUF2NTBidkkwK1EvY3R0Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222143943?pwd=UE9VOHE0dUF2NTBidkkwK1EvY3R0Zz09
https://eastsidegenealogicalsociety.org/2019/10/02/october-10th-meeting/
https://www.genealogyvic.com/BURNS-DAY-ViC
http://familytreewebinars.com
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