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Notes from the 
President

Marching along 

I may be retired, but I still keep 
an academic year planner and 
write everything in pencil; some 
habits are hard to break. I was 
just looking at my March, 2020 
calendar, which, starting with 
March 10th, is filled with 
cancellation. The dentist, the 
haircut, the trip to LA for my 
granddaughter’s fifth birthday 
party, and everything BIGS 
related. No Skill Building, no 
monthly program and no SIGS. 
Online ordering at T&C had not 
been invented yet. Zoom was 
still just the name of a hot 
breakfast cereal. We were in 
unknown territory.  

This March, we can look back 
and see that we were able to 
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Members’ Corner 
Dressing "Russian" in Friday Harbor, 1920 
By Susan Strawn 

Trust a seamstress to 
tailor and press her 
son's suit with the 
expertise seen in this 
family snapshot.  

The boy is Gene B. 
Larson, father of BIGS 
member Kay Larson. 
His birth year of 1915 
in Friday Harbor on 
San Juan Island dates 
the photo to around 
1920, consistent with 
exposed eaves seen 
on the craftsman 
bungalow in the 
background. Kay is 
certain that Gene's 

mother, Ada Mae Larson née Mullis, sewed her son's 
suit. Ada was a seamstress remembered for her 
determination to be well dressed in Friday Harbor. She 
always wore gloves when going out and changed her 
dress for dinner. 

Ada's mother was raised in a solidly middle-class 
London family that emigrated to the Kansas prairies in 
the 1870s and later moved to Washington state. Ada 
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married a Norwegian man and worked as a seamstress 
in Friday Harbor.  

Identity, date, and location are known for this photo, but 
a closer look reveals more family history and insight for 
Ada Mae Larson. 

Why did she sew her son’s suit with that trendy "Russian" 
jacket, a distinctive style that buttons to the side and has 
a plain collar? For the answer, follow a thread of fashion 
history back to Paris around World War I (1914-1918). 
French fashion designers were enthralled with the 
traditional clothing styles of other nations. The Russian 
'peasant' shirt, a plain-collar tunic that buttoned to the 
side, inspired popular fashions for women, and the style 
trickled down to everyday clothing for children. The 
Commercial Pattern Archive at the University of Rhode 
Island has preserved several Butterick and McCall 
sewing patterns dated 1916-1921 for little boy's suits 
with a "Russian closing" style of jacket. 

Ada kept up with fashion, but she also understood the 
distinctly masculine nature of clothes recommended for 
boys in the 1920s. “Clothes for boys should be as 
masculine as possible and be suited to the activities 
which they enjoy,” asserted the author of Clothes for 
Little Folks, a 1920s Home Economics Bulletin typical of 
university extension service publications. Masculine 
touches included tailored stitching, on-seam side 
pockets, and sharply pressed trouser creases. Practical, 
short trousers allowed freedom for play. Practical 
clothing also planned for the child’s growth—roomy 
shoulders and cuffs for sleeves and trousers long 
enough to turn up—but should not be so large as to be 
uncomfortable or look silly to a boy's friends. 

How to Make Children’s Clothes the Modern Singer Way, 
a 1920s Singer Sewing Machine Company publication, 
called for “manliness” in clothes for boys. Fashion expert 
Mary Brooks Picken stated that clothes for boys must 
look “just as smartly masculine as possible, even when 
boys are tiny." She added, “Avoid by all means using 
feminine fabrics in boys’ attire.” Ada Mae Larson owned 

stay connected and preserve 
our shared exploration of 
genealogy. We mastered the 
Zoom platform and breakout 
rooms, as well as making 
recordings of our presentations. 
Our membership numbers have 
held; we lost a few but gained 
others. Folks are starting to get 
immunized and we can look 
forward to a time when we will 
be able to meet in-person once 
again.  

The BIGS Board has called for a 
committee to work on exploring 
how best to produced a 
“hybrid” presentation – one that 
is both in-person and available 
through Zoom or another 
appropriate platform. Larry 
Noedel (chair), Lori Gibson, Sue 
Hassenmiller and David 
Cosman have volunteered. The 
hybrid approach will be 
important as we now have 
society members from out of 
the area. We have also opened 
selected sessions to members 
of other western Washington 
genealogy societies, and they 
have done the same for us. Plus, 
a recording of the session 
allows folks to view it who could 
not make it to the live 
presentation. By the time the 
library is available to us again, 
we’ll be ready to blend the best 
of the old and new. 

Evening Opportunity 

Board members Sue 
Hassenmiller and Sylvia Nelson 
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an early electric Singer sewing machine and likely had 
access to such booklets from the Singer Service Library. 

Gene’s black stockings are typical for the time. 
Underneath his suit, he probably wore the 
recommended one-piece cotton union suit and to hold 
up his pants had 2- or 3-inches-wide suspenders that 
crossed over his back and distributed weight evenly 
across his shoulders.  

Ada Mae Larson's suit with a Russian style jacket ticked 
all the boxes for proper boys’ clothes in the 1920s. She 
selected masculine fabric, tailored the suit from a 
practical pattern, and sewed a size that allowed for 
growth. A woman with a fashion sense, she also gave a 
nod to au courante style straight from Paris.  

have seen to it that the Evening 
Discussion Group is up and 
running once again. Nine BIGS 
members came together at 7:00 
pm on February 22nd via Zoom 
to share their research successes 
and roadblocks, to ask for and to 
offer help.  If your schedule 
doesn’t allow for daytime 
meetings, this could be the 
Special Interest Group for you. 
Check the SIG listings elsewhere 
in the newsletter for details. 

Stay well and stay connected 

Andy Hoskins 
President 
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Proposed Slate of Officers 
The Nominating Committee, chaired by Sue Hassenmiller, has met and confirmed the slate of 
candidates to present for a vote at our Annual Membership Meeting on April 16, 2021. The slate 
includes: 

President: Andrea Hoskins 

Vice-President: Sylvia Nelson 

Secretary: Holly Ardinger 

Treasurer: Sue Hassenmiller 

Director #1 Ways & Means: Betsy Hettich 

Director #2 Publicity & PR: Larry Noedel 

Director #3 Director at Large: Don Scott 

As you can see, all of your current board members have expressed interest in signing on for 
another year. We will also take nominations from the floor during the April meeting. Only       
paid-in-full members are eligible to vote, so if you haven’t renewed your membership yet,       
now is the time. 

Monthly Program 
Friday, March 19, 2021 
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

RootsTech Rewind 
Joleen Aitchison 

Zoom link information will be emailed to all members. 
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Special Interest Groups 
For BIGS Members Only 

Writer’s Group  
March 4, 2021  1:00 - 3:00 

Write to Andy Hoskins for Zoom link. 

  Great Britain 
March 5, 2021  10:00 - 12:00 

Co-facilitators : Judith Rogerson and Betty Wiese 
Everyone with Welsh, Scottish or English ancestral interests is invited  

to join us, and any other BIGS members are welcome too.  
We will briefly discuss a specific English will of 1766 and other topics of interest to 

members.  
(Write Judith if you’d like her to resend her February 26th email with a link to the will.) 

Zoom link information will be emailed to all members 

Skill Building - second Friday of the month 
 Member Discussion on U.S. state research 

March 12, 2021   10:00 - 12:00 
Facilitator:  Betty Wiese 

Small groups of members will break out into separate Zoom rooms  
and discuss researching in U.S. regions.   

We anticipate the following breakout rooms for members to select from:  
(1) New England, (2) Mid-Atlantic, (3) Southeast, (4) Mid-West, (5) West.   

Details will be shared by email with BIGS membership. 

Evening Discussion Group  (EDG) 
Monday, March 29th, 2021   7:00 PM 

Facilitator: Sue Hassenmiller 
An open format for discussing research problems, reporting on new findings,  

show and tell on documents, new sources of information,  
and really, anything and everything genealogy. 

Zoom link information will be emailed to all members 

mailto:andrea.kay.hoskins@gmail.com
mailto:judith4u@earthlink.net
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April Skill Building 
How do I share my family stories? 

Friday, April 9, 2021 - 10:00 to 12:00 
Facilitators:  Andrea Hoskins and Betty Wiese 

Members of BIGS Writers group will share ideas, experiences, and options  
for sharing our research and stories of our ancestors. 

Make it Quick
       From Joleen Aitchison

RENAMING AND ORGANIZING YOUR 
DOWNLOADS

We download a lot of documents and files while we’re 
researching. Sometimes (or most times?), we don’t take the 

time to file them where they belong in our computer filing 
systems. Just take five minutes to relocate some of your 
downloaded files that are out of place. Are they on your 

desktop? In your downloads? While you’re at it, rename the 
files if you didn’t do it when you downloaded them. Use your 
preferred naming convention, i.e. ‘SmithJohn1843birthVA,’ or 

Smith_John_b. 1843;’ whatever works best for you.

BIGS has two Special Interest Groups  
for members only  

that have not planned virtual meetings for 
March.  

Write to their facilitators to be included on the 
group email for notifications of future Zoom 

meetings. 
DNA SIG  -  Write to Sue Hassenmiller 

Irish & Scots-Irish SIG  - Write to Cathy Jones-Smith 

mailto:suzyh1943@gmail.com
mailto:cathy@mitchellmeadows.com
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Zooming around the Sound and beyond 
German Interest Group of The Eastside Genealogical Society 
Dana Palmer, CG, CGL 
Connect Your Family: Useful Research Strategies  
Friday, March 5, 2021  12:30 - 2:30  
Use Contact tab on website https://egsgermangroup.wordpress.com/meetings/ to request  
an invitation at least two days prior to meeting. 

Seattle Genealogical Society https://seagensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=67 
Pam Vestal 
Why They Left, Where They Went, and the Tales Their Journeys Can Reveal 
Saturday, March 13, 2021  1:00 - 3:00 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89883366033?pwd=VjZIQkxQWm5reThvWVI2TmxuRHE0QT09 
Meeting via Zoom: 
Meeting ID: 898 8336 6033 
Passcode: 546293 

Eastern Washington Genealogical Society Spring Seminar https://ewgsi.org/index.php 
Karen Stanbary - DNA: A Power Tool in the Genealogist’s Tool Box  and a case study  
Maureen Taylor - The Photo Detective 
Saturday, April 3, 2021  9:00 AM - 3:00 PM  $40 for non-members 

Eleven Years Ago This Month in the BIGS Newsletter -  
                                    We printed this Genealogical Maturity Chart 
                  Where are you today? 

Webinars

https://egsgermangroup.wordpress.com/meetings/
https://ewgsi.org/index.php
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Tacoma-Pierce County Genealogical Society 2021 Virtual Spring Seminar   http://tpcgs.org/
seminar.html 
Genealogical Journeys     
Jill Morelli, CG - Push and Pull: Decision-Making of the 19th Century Emigrant and Accessing 
and Using Scandinavian Records  
Linda Harms Okazaki - Finding Your Japanese Roots and 20th Century Immigrants to the West 
Coast and Hawaii 
Saturday, April 24, 2021  8:30 AM - 3:15 PM  $45 for non-members 

National Genealogical Society Conference  https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org 
Tom Jones, PhD, CG, FASG, FUGA, FNGS 
Writing About and Documenting Genealogical Conclusions Using DNA Test Results 
May 19 - 20, 2021.       Early Bird Pricing until March 15th 

International German Genealogy Partnership 
Researching Together Worldwide 
Check for details and Early Bird Pricing before April 1st.   https://playbacknow.regfox.com/
iggp2021 
July 17 - 24, 2021 

Zoom Practice Available 

If you are hesitant to use Zoom to join your 
fellow BIGS members for monthly 

presentations and Special Interest Groups, 
please ask for help! A little bit of practice is 
all it takes. Contact Betty Wiese and ask for 

your personal Zoom practice session.  
Don't miss out on all that BIGS has to offer.

mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
http://tpcgs.org/seminar.html
http://tpcgs.org/seminar.html
https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org
https://playbacknow.regfox.com/iggp2021
https://playbacknow.regfox.com/iggp2021
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Sign up for viewing 
alerts to watch live or 
watch for free for one 

week.

Your newsletter was edited by Susan Kelly Palmer and designed by Lori Gibson

From familytreewebinars.com

British Genealogy Online: The Top English & Welsh  
Family History Websites 
Rick Crume   Tuesday, March 2nd 5 PM 

La Madre Chiesa - Italian Catholic Parish Records 
Suzanne Russo Adams, AG Wed, March 3rd 11 AM 

The Ten Percent: Free People of Color 
Nicka Smith   Friday, March 5th 11 AM 

Using different family tree views for your research 
Uri Gonen   Tuesday, March 9th 11 AM 

Researching Ancestral Locations in Prussian Genealogy Records 
Nancy E. Loe, MA, MLS  Wed, March 10th 5 PM 

Reporting on Research: Standards Encourage Better Communication 
Nancy A. Peters, CG, CGL  Tuesday, March 16th 5 PM 

FamilySearch.org - 10 Links You Have to Try  
Devin Ashby   Wed, March 17th 11 AM 

Tracing Your War of 1812 British Soldier 
Paul Milner   Friday, March 19th 11 AM 

See your ancestors like never before with MyHeritage’s photo tools 
Tal Erlichman   Tuesday, March 23rd 11 AM 

20th Century Immigrants to the West Coast 
Linda Harms Okazaki  Wed, March 24th 11 AM 

Fifty Overlooked Genealogical Resources in Fifty Minutes 
Diane L. Richard  Wed, March 31st 11 AM 

And planning ahead 
DNA for Dog Lovers 
Shellee Morehead, PhD, CG Wed, April 7th  11 AM 

http://familytreewebinars.com
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