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Since childhood, I have wondered about my surname and how my Irish Catholic 
ancestors ended up in Chicago. The basis for my investigation is a narrative titled 
“Griffin-Golden Family, c. 1800-1965,” written by my Aunt Dorothy Golden Clingman 
and based on oral history. 

My great-grandparents were John and Catherine Travers Golden, who migrated to 
the United States some 150 years ago. John’s parents were Peter and Mary. The 
original family surname has been spelled McGorlick, McGourlick, McGoolrick and 
McGoldrick. According to my father, my great-grandfather adopted the name Golden 
to escape English colonial rulers, who accused him of insurrection. 

Aunt Dorothy’s genealogy placed Catherine Travers’ origin near the Townland of 
Manor Hamilton, a village in the north of County Leitrim. A cousin found the Travers 
and McGorlick families living on the same street in Manor Hamilton. 

Before taking a research trip to Ireland and England in 2015, I hired a Dublin-based 
researcher with Ancestor Network. She found a birth certificate in Outeragh Parish 
Church records for Catherine Travers, born April 10, 1845 in County Leitrim. 

She did not find as much information on great- grandfather John, although there 
were many McGoldrick families around Town Manor Hamilton between 1820 and 
1870. An online search of Roots Ireland turned up a John McGorlick born to Peter and 
Mary Gilgan McGoolrick on Dec. 12, 1840 in St. John’s parish County Sligo, near 
Catherine’s birthplace of County Leitrim. 

Aunt Dorothy’s genealogy has 1851 and 1861 Census records showing the Travers 
family in Wakefield, a Yorkshire village in England. The area was a coal-mining district, 
and there was a major migration from Manor Hamilton to Wakefield in the mid-1800s. 

I went to Wakefield and discovered two significant documents at the West Yorkshire 
Archive Service. The first document showed that Catherine Travers married John 
McGorlick on July 4, 1864 in Wakefield. The second document showed that their first 
child, Helen (who, according to Aunt Dorothy’s narrative, was born March 6, 1865), 
died on Dec. 20, 1866 in Wakefield and was buried two days later. 



John and Catherine’s second child, Mary, was born in Chicago in late 1868 or early 
1869. Because their first child died in England, the Golden family’s American odyssey 
likely began in 1867 or 1868. 


