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On my vacation to England and Ireland this summer, I travelled around County 
Donegal, the possible ancestral home of my Campbell line. There I had the 
opportunity to visit the house below. 

Teach Mhuiris was originally built 1860; it 
was refurbished in the 1980s when it was 
saved from demolition. Mhuiris, the last 
member of the original household died in 
1979. Teach Mhuiris is currently owned by 
Údarás Na Gaeltachta. It is the only 
thatched cottage in the area and has been 
known to be a ‘’gathering/halfway house.” 
It is a protected structure, and it was re 
thatched in 2005 at great expense. It is 
now harder and more expensive to find 
someone who knows how to thatch a roof. 

The cottage is currently leased by Comharchumann Forbartha Gaoth Dobhair since 
2009, and is managed by the sub-committee in cooperation with various community 
employment schemes. The committee uses it as a “teach ceoil/áirneail” and holds 
regular cultural and heritage related events in it. The annual ‘’Feile Cnoc Fola,” which 
happens each July, and now is in its 30th year, was built around Teach Mhuiris. The 
focus is on traditional skills, crafts, farming, and cooking methods. It is opened to 
visitors during the summer tourism season; over 2000 visitors visit the cottage per 
year. There are many old traditional household appliances and implements on 
display, as well as genealogical information from the local area. There is a permanent 
guide present who is employed through the Jobs Initiative (JI) employment scheme. 
There is no admission charge, but visitors can make a voluntary contribution. 

The picture above shows the house as it is today. The section of the house to the left 
was added when the house was re-thatched to make room for more activities. 

It originally had a dirt floor that was slanted towards one end of the house, where 
some of the livestock was kept. The house now has a stone floor. It was and still is 



heated by peat which is dug up from marsh areas, dried and used for cooking and 
heating. 

All the cooking was done over the open fire. If you were not lucky enough to get a 
bed, you would sleep on a straw mat on the floor. The upper area over the bed was 
used to store peat bundles so they would stay dry. 

It is amazing to see how our ancestral families lived and survived. 




