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Two years ago, Lori Gibson was working on a brick wall on her family tree. 

She was having trouble finding any records for her great grandmother. She wasn’t 
sure of the correct spelling of her first name, Florine or Chlorine and didn’t know her 
maiden name. 

She went to the online site of Find A Grave to see if she could get some answers. Lori 
didn’t know if anyone would be able to help her as the cemetery appeared to be in 
the middle of no where and was about 15 miles from the nearest small town in 
Washita County, Oklahoma. 

However to her surprise, about 3 months later, 
someone did take the time to drive to that 
cemetery, take photos of the headstone and 
uploaded them to the Find A Grave site. The 
correct name turned out to be Chlorine Dunn who 
died at the young age of 29, leaving behind her 
husband Charles Daniels Dunn and 3 children. The 
oldest being Lori’s grandmother.. 

To “pay it forward”, Lori asked if anyone was 
interested in doing some cemetery searching at the 
next BIGS monthly meeting. Sylvia Nelson and 
Betsy Hettich jumped in. From that day on we 
formed the “The Headstone Hunters.” We get email 
requests for headstone photos in our area from 
Find A Grave. Then we work out a time when the three of us can get together and 
search the cemeteries. 

If we find it, we take photos of it, sometimes cleaning up around the headstone for a 
clear and legible photo. We then post the picture to Find A Grave and wait to hear 
back from the person who requested the photo. We have received such wonderful 
emails from people showing their appreciation and how delighted they are to have 
more information on their relatives. We have helped to fill in the blanks! 



We primarily stay on Bainbridge Island but have ventured off a few times to Poulsbo 
and Suquamish. We tend to get 6-8 requests a year. 

If you are interested in joining the Headstone Hunters group, we’d love to have you. 
The bigger the group, the sooner we can get the info posted on Find A Grave. 

Contact Betsy Hettich if you are interested at bhettich@hotmail.com 

While doing these searches, Lori, Betsy and Sylvia discovered they all have been 
drawn to and have an affinity for cemeteries. There was always something there that 
drew them in and now we know why, the official Bainbridge Island cemetery sleuths!


