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Bonjour! Bienvenue en Suisse. 

Un de mes troisièmes arrière-grands-pères… Oh, wait! This is an English newsletter...  

One of my third great-grandfathers was Isaac Francois Marguerat. Isaac was born in 
1795 in Lutry, Canton of Vaud (voh), Switzerland. This was his bourgeoisie, or place of 
origin. The Marguerat family is an ancient one, having been previously found in 
Monts-de-Villette prior to 1524. 

Thinking about Isaac suggests the idea that we may carry not only genetic material 
from our ancestors, but maybe some of the behavioral traits, too. I believe Isaac was a 
courageous individual. I would like to share a bit of his story with you. 

Isaac was the son of Jean Jacob and Marie Judith (Marguerat) Marguerat. He had at 
least five siblings. He married Barbara Lisette Debonneville, also from an ancient 
family. He and Barbara had four known children. 

Researching in microfilmed records for Gimel, Switzerland, many years ago, I began 
to gain a sense of Isaac’s personality. He served as a pastor in Gimel from at least 
1821 until 1829. It was absolutely mind-blowing when I realized that ALL of the 
records through which I was searching were written in his hand! He was the pastor, 
but he was also the registrar. Each birth, baptism, marriage, death, and burial was 
recorded by Isaac Marguerat, with the end of each record signaled by his signature. I 
still marvel at being able to see it! 

One amazing thing that he did while in Gimel was record delayed records for some 
family members, including his wife’s baptism. Such a gift for a future family researcher. 

As a ‘minister of the Holy Gospel’ in the Swiss State Church, Isaac served in many 
different places, including Peney-le-Jurat, Morrens, Gimel, and Lausanne, all in Vaud. It 
was said of him "homme au coeur debonnaire, savait unir beaucoup de couceur a une 
grand fidelite," or, that he was a man with a good-natured heart who knows how to 
combine a lot of heart with great faithfulness (translation courtesy Thomas Adams).  



There began to be unrest within the State Church with a law regulating those serving 
within it being passed in 1839. In 1840, along with 33 others, Isaac signed the 
following declaration: 

“The class believes [it] must declare that by contributing for what concerns it to 
the execution of the law of December 14, 1839, it does not intend to give by its 
adhesion to all the principles enshrined by this law, and in particular, to that 
after which the civil government would have the right to pronounce in matters 
of doctrine. In making the present declaration, the members of the class have 
no other goal than to satisfy their conscience, 
they wish to have chosen for that, the means 
most in harmony with this spirit of peace 
which is one of the characteristics of the true 
ones, ministers of the Gospel and the respect 
they owe to authority.” 

By 1846, Isaac had been removed from his 
pastoral responsibilities and was living in 
Lausanne with his family. However, he and other 
dissenting ministers were being watched by the 
authorities. 

In December 1848, four men armed with swords 
entered the hall of the house where the Marguerat family lived calling out “Is there a 
religious meeting here?” When the maidservant opened the door, two of the men 
entered the home.  

“They appeared determined not to go away, so a conversation began, during 
which Mr. M. and his family tried to make these intruders understand what a 
shameful part they were then acting. One of them seemed touched by what he 
heard from so mild and peaceable a person as Mr. Marguerat,…” 

Finally, all four of the men left, ashamed of the work they had been sent to do. 
“During this time a crowd of persons assembled before the house, calling out, ‘To 
arms! To arms! Let us go up and drag down all those Momiers by the hair into the 
street.’ Had Mr. Marguerat then appeared, he would most likely have been torn to 
pieces.” 

Ultimately, Isaac Marguerat was falsely accused of holding a religious meeting in his 
home. The case was dismissed, but Isaac was removed to his place of birth, Lutry. He 
did return to serving as a minister, with his last location being Morrens where it 
appears he died in 1858.  



In about 1910, Isaac’s grandson, Eugene F. Marguerat, a citizen of Chicago, Illinois, 
wrote a biography about his own father. In that biography he included the paragraph 
below about Isaac. When I first found this, I was not aware of Isaac’s involvement in 
the formation of Switzerland’s Free Church.  

“Isaac Marguerat was a clergyman & one of those who were prominent in the 
movement toward greater religious freedom which prevailed in Switzerland in 
1845. He seems to have had the courage of his convictions for in that year he 
was one of those who resigned clerical positions in the state church to found 
the free church which has ever since increased & greatly prospered in the 
canton of Vaud as well as other parts of Switzerland."  

Through my personal research of Isaac Marguerat’s life, I believe I have found him to 
not only be courageous, but to have had many other admirable traits. He appears to 
have been a compassionate person, choosing to minister to others throughout his 
adult life. He was described as good-hearted, peaceable, mild, faithful, and quiet. He 
also seems to have been reasonable, as shown in talking down the armed men. He 
appears to have been inclined to question events around him, form his own opinions, 
and act on them. I feel honored to be his descendant and have a little hope that I may 
have inherited just a bit of his goodness.  

As a genealogist, I have no idea what prompted him to record family vital events 
years after they occurred. I am ever so grateful to him for that! WE can always learn 
more about our ancestors, and the circumstances surrounding their lives. We may 
discover a few things about ourselves, too. 
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