
BIGS May 2021

Bainbridge Island Genealogical Society Page 1

Notes from the 
President

BIGS Business 

On April 16th BIGS held its 
16th Annual Membership 
Meeting and confirmed the 
election of the Board of 
Directors for the coming 
year. Your President and 
Treasurer provided their 
annual reports, and, by all 
indications, BIGS continues 
to be a healthy organization 
both financially and 
programmatically.  With the 
business portion completed, 
we heard from a panel of 
BIGS mentors who offered 
suggestions and strategies in 
response to research 
questions posed by 
members. 

BAINBRIDGE ISLAND 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

May 2021 Newsletter

Members’ Corner 
From the Bible to Black Friday 
By Susan Palmer 

My husband inherited one treasure from his mother’s family, 
a 1849 bible published in Philadelphia.  

The first entry in the Bible’s Family Records page is “George 
Preston And Nancy Beswick Married at the old church 
Stockport England on the 6 of December 1840”. Stockport 
in that era was a quintessential textile town with an excellent 
water source. The primary industries were first weaving silk, 
then cotton, and later hat making. 

In 1840 an impressive new viaduct was built in Stockport to 
carry the railroad between Manchester and London, but the 
city was, described at the time by the Marxist Friedrich 
Engels, “renowned as one of the huskiest, smokiest holes in 
the whole of the industrial area”. It was from here that 
George, Nancy, and their infant daughter sailed for New 
York in June 1842 on a 3 masted packet ship. (They sailed - 
on the same ship - eight months after George’s older 
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brother John immigrated with his family.) They settled in 
Brooklyn, then the nation’s seventh largest city, and increased 
their family with sons William Henry (my husband’s great-
grandfather) born in 1844 and his brother Richard Wallace, 
born in 1848, the focus of this story. The father was a 
‘patternmaker’ which in that era was a skilled trade making 
replicas of objects to be cast from molten metal. Mother 
Nancy tended the three children and a fourth who died in her 
first year.  

William became a machinist, similar to his father’s profession, 
married at 27, and had two children. Richard, four years 
younger and his mother’s youngest surviving child, lived at 
home in Brooklyn with his parents, brother, sister-in-law, niece 
and nephew until his mother’s death in 1884. He then quickly 
married at 37 to a German immigrant 15 years his junior. They 
never had children and he died at 68 of heart disease in 
1916. 

I became interested in Richard 
from a single line in his Brooklyn 
Eagle obituary:  

“During the famous fight 
between Jay Gould and 
Colonel James Fisk, then 
President of the Erie Railroad, 
young Preston carried 
messages to both and had a 
vivid recollection of the 
stormy times of ‘Black 
Friday’.” 

The start of Richard’s career was probably similar to his 
contemporary, the great financier and railroad magnate, E.H. 
Harriman. Richard was born in Brooklyn several months after 
Harriman was born in Nassau County, New York. Harriman, 
who left school at 14 to seek his fortune, was first employed 
with a Wall Street firm as a ‘pad shover’, carrying from office 
to office notebooks on which the latest prices of securities 
and their bids were scribbled. Harriman’s career advanced 
quickly and he bought a seat on the New York Stock 
Exchange when he was only 22. 

In my report, I shared one of 
my ongoing concerns for 
BIGS - how to “grow” 
interested and willing 
members into volunteers. We 
depend on our volunteers in 
order to offer any of our 
services to our membership. 
Volunteers, including board 
members, take on the tasks 
of choosing and securing 
speakers for our monthly 
program, providing publicity 
and outreach, handling the 
finances, maintaining the 
website, producing the 
newsletter, facilitating special 
interests groups, 
documenting our meetings, 
and so on. Anything BIGS 
gets done, gets done by a 
volunteer. 

In the coming year, we hope 
to find several new 
volunteers to serve on the 
Board and our various 
committees. Do you like 
working with numbers, and 
know your way around 
QuickBooks? We can use 
you! Would you like to help 
plan our speakers or 
publicize our activities? We 
can use you! How about 
facilitating a special interest 
group in an area of interest 
to you? Well, you get the 
idea. BIGS can be as vital and 
valuable as our members 

Richard Preston
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have the energy and interest 
to make it.  

So, we plan to post a “Help 
Wanted” notice periodically 
in the newsletter to let 
members know about 
volunteer opportunities.  
Elsewhere in this issue, you 
will find a request for help 
facilitating the Irish Special 
Interest Group. Check it out, 
and if it speaks to you, contact 
Betty Wiese.  

To explore how your skills and 
interests might be put to use, 
please talk with any current or 
past board member. And, 
don’t forget you are always 
welcome to attend a monthly 
board meeting to get an idea 
of how things work. Just ask 
me to send you the Zoom 
link. 

Andy Hoskins 
President 

The 1865 New York census lists our relative Richard as a 
child of 17 working as a clerk, probably also an errand boy 
like Harriman, and while he did not become a Gilded Age 
tycoon, his obituary noted he did become a member of the 
Consolidated Stock Exchange, formed in 1885, which 
competed with the NYSE and was known as the “Little 
Board”.  

What happened on Black Friday, September 24, 1869? It 
was an effort by Robber Barons Jay Gould and James Fisk to 
corner the market for gold. They enlisted the brother-in-law 
of President Ulysses S. Grant, bribed an Assistant Secretary 
of the Treasury and were initially successful, driving the 
price of gold from $5 to $125 an ounce. Grant, who was 
never involved in the scheme, became suspicious of the 
market activity and ordered his Secretary of the Treasury to 
sell significant U.S. gold reserves. His brother-in-law and Jay 
Gould knew of the government’s decision to sell but didn’t 
tell Fisk who kept bidding up the price before the Treasury 
started to sell. Many brokers were ruined though Gould left 
the bidding early and Fisk pretty much came out even as he 
reneged on his contracts. Subsequent to the gold crash the 
stock market dropped, foreign trade suffered and farmers’ 
crops went unsold. It took years for the United States 
economy to recover fully. 

What did Richard do on Black Friday? He was 21 years old 
running messages between the co-conspirators. His 
obituary stated he worked for two different firms, both of 
which are identified as brokerages doing business with Jay 
Gould. Sometime after Black Friday, the principal of one 
firm, William Heath & Company, left New York to protect 
Gould or, as the New York Times wrote, ”hurried out of the 
country to wait until the storm blew over.” 

William Heath & Company ultimately failed 16 years later in 
1885 and Mrs. Heath, who had lived in a “palatial 
establishment in Paris”, returned to bail her husband out of 
jail where he awaited trial after being sued by a creditor for 
$440,000 (about $12 million today). 

Brooklyn City Directories list Richard as a stock broker until 
1891 and then the New York State census records him as 
being retired from Wall Street in 1892, age 44. He traveled 
to Europe that year with his German born wife and took at 



BIGS May 2021

Bainbridge Island Genealogical Society Page 4

least four more multi-month trips to Europe 
during his lifetime.  
Richard also began actively investing in 
Brooklyn real estate. His obituary stated that 
he was a “very successful” investor. This 
second career was filled with Brooklyn real 
estate transactions, purchases, sales, and lots 
of lawsuits. Researching this might lead to 
another Member Story. 

For many years Richard was on the Board of 
the Long Island Throat Hospital and Eye Clinic 
which was located in Brooklyn. Providing free 
surgery and prescriptions for hundreds of 
poor people, their board meetings and 
benefits were faithfully recorded in the 
Brooklyn Eagle. For instance, in January 1902, 
300 people attended an ‘Entertainment 
Euchre’* at the fashionable Germania Club. 

While Richard’s brother, my husband’s great-
grandfather, followed their father’s path and 
was a blue collar worker, his son, my 
husband’s grandfather, followed the path 
of his Uncle Richard and became a 
businessman in Brooklyn. With an 8th 
grade education, he grew up in the same 
home with his extended family, certainly 

listening to stories of banking, the stock 
market and Black Friday, becoming a 
businessman too and owning a tin can 
factory before the Depression. 

* Euchre is a card game in which one 
takes tricks, similar to bridge, but with 
fewer cards. Wikipedia claimed it was the 
“national card game of the United States 
in the late 19th century.” 

Brooklyn’s Germania Club

Map of New York and Brooklyn 1867
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Skill Building - second Friday of the month -  
BIGS members only 

Reclaiming Your Ancestor's Citizenship 
Friday, May 14, 2021   10:00 - 12:00 

Facilitator: Joyce Oswald 
Member Joyce Oswald will share her experience and strategies.  

Part I: How 15 cousins reclaimed their great-grandfather’s Luxembourgish citizenship 
Part II: How you might be able to reclaim your ancestor's citizenship 

Case Study: Building a Family Tree: Tools, Tips, Tricks 
Friday, June 11, 2021   10:00 -12:00 

Facilitator: David Cosman 
 As a relatively new genealogist, David will share his journey from getting a DNA test to building a 

well documented family tree.  David will review a variety of research databases and DNA tools. 
This presentation will target beginning to intermediate genealogists; it will also be helpful for 

experienced researchers who have not yet explored the power of DNA.  
Lots of opportunities for Q&A for all interested members. 

READ ALL ABOUT IT! - More About Newspapers 
Friday, July 9, 2021   10:00-12:00  

Member sharing facilitated by Betty Wiese 
 Members share their tips and strategies for finding and using newspapers.   

Come share what you learned (and practiced) from the May 21st program with Janet Lovelace 
"Newspaper Research - What can you find out?" 

Monthly Program 
Janice Lovelace, Ph.D. 

Newspaper Research: What Can You Find Out? 
Friday, May 21, 2021 

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM via Zoom 
Newspapers are an important source for information on your ancestors.   

Learn how to find local, ethnic, religious, and organizational newspapers as well as  
discover the variety of information provided. Go beyond birth, marriage and death notices  

to legal notices, social events, elections and advertisements. 
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Special Interest Groups 
For BIGS Members Only 

Writer’s Workshop  
Thursday, May 6, 2021    1:00 PM 

New members welcome. 
Request a Zoom invitation from Andy Hoskins. 

  Great Britain 
Friday, May 7, 2021    10:00 AM 

Co-facilitators : David Cosman and Betty Wiese 
Everyone with Welsh, Scottish or English ancestral interests is invited to join us,  
and any other BIGS members are welcome too. We will share our discoveries,  

brick walls and other topics of interest. 
Zoom link information will be emailed to all members.  

Evening Discussion Group  (EDG) 
Monday, May 17, 2021    7:00 PM 

Facilitator: Sue Hassenmiller 
An open format for discussing genealogy topics of interest to participants.  

Last meeting we talked about WikiTree and will explore more on that topic this evening.  
Zoom link information will be emailed to all members. 

mailto:andrea.kay.hoskins@gmail.com
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Sharing Your Family Stories 
Submitted by Betty Wiese 

Were you able to take part in our April Skill Building Special Interest Group, “How to Share Our 
Family Stories?” If not, be sure to check out the recording (shared via BIGSNet) or contact me to 
get a copy.  

When we put this SIG together, our objectives were to see the reasons and ways to share our 
stories; to see examples of what others are doing; and to get ideas about how to get started. 
Based on the feedback received, these objectives were more than met! 

The meeting began with a brief summary of some guiding principles to help define the scope 
and format of a project. Ask yourself: Why do I want to share?  Who is my audience?  What do I 
have to work with?  

Members of the BIGS Writers’ Workshop then gave us a look at their work in progress. We saw 
“Ancestor Portraits,” a newsletter-like format combining narrative, photos, and pedigree charts. 
There was a biographical sketch of an ancestor in place and time using newspaper stories to 
help set context, and a collection of stories written by family members in memory of one person. 
Other projects included a blog, a private website, and a memoir.  

Several members shared the positive experience of preparing a member story for the BIGS 
newsletter.   When you choose to create a story that focuses on one ancestor or one part of your 
family tree, you will confirm and perhaps correct your findings, or find holes in your research that 
need to be filled. 

A huge thank you to members of the Writers’ Workshop who helped make this meeting a 
success:  Andrea Hoskins, Larry Noedel, Pat Scott, Stephanie Balzarini, Susan Strawn and to all 
who shared insights and experiences during the meeting.  

   The Writers' Workshop members read the book You Can Write Your Family History by Sharon  
      DeBartolo Carmack (available at Kitsap Regional Library) which might help you get started. 

mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
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Make it Quick 
       From Joleen Aitchison

Last month, we looked at how to add sources to your Ancestry 
tree using the app. This month, we’ll see how it’s done in the 
Family Tree app from FamilySearch. Remember, this is specific 
to Android devices, but iOS apps should be similar. 
·        Open Family Tree app, sign in if needed 
·        Click on three horizontal lines in the upper left corner 

(hamburger menu) 
·        Select ‘Tasks’ 
·        From the generated list, click on the blue icon to the right 

of a name 
·        Click on the drop-down arrow to the right of a record (\/) 
·        Scroll through the record and select ‘Compare’ 
·        Carefully compare the information. The record (hint) is on 

the left, the FamilySearch record for the individual is 
on the right 

·        If the record belongs to the person, you may move 
information from the left to the right using the arrows 
provided 

·        Add a reason for attaching the record 
·        Click on ‘Yes, Attach’ 
·        You may be given the opportunity to attach the same 

record to other individuals. You may ‘Skip’ or ‘Review 
Others’ 

·        Repeat the above process 
o   Done! 

Zoom Practice Available 

If you are hesitant to use Zoom to join 

your fellow BIGS members for monthly 

presentations and Special Interest 

Groups, please ask for help! A little bit 

of practice is all it takes. Contact Betty 

Wiese and ask for your personal Zoom 

practice session.  Don't miss out on all 

that BIGS has to offer.

The Library Edition of Ancestry 
is available from 

Kitsap Regional Library thru 
June 30th. 

Need some research help? 

** Contact Betty Wiese for a BIGS mentor to guide you 
in the right direction. Betty Wiese 

** Contact the Family History Library for a free 20 
minute session with one of their consultants.   

https://www.familysearch.org/family-history-library/
family-history-library-research-consultations 

mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
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From past May BIGS Newsletters -  

2008 — Meeting topic: Using Electronic Resources to Support Genealogy Research 
2010 — Autosomal DNA testing is now available. 
2017 — Meeting topic: Diseases, Disasters, Distress: Bad for Ancestors, Good for 

Genealogy! 
And from 2005 - A REQUEST TO OUR MEMBERS: 
All of us tend to be loquacious, and talking with each other is what makes BIGS a fun 
place to be. I request that we put aside ALL side conversations during the presentation. 
      Ahhh….. Those were the days 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

Position: Facilitator, Irish/Scots Irish Special Interest Group 

Contact: Betty Wiese, Education Chair  

If members would like the BIGS Irish and/or Scots Irish interest 
group to continue, we need volunteer(s) to facilitate! Our current 
co-facilitators have stepped down from this role. Thank you to 

Cathy Jones-Smith and Kathy Penn for your efforts to keep this group going. 

The facilitator’s responsibilities include scheduling the meeting, and informing the newsletter 
editor and membership of the meeting.  The volunteer also facilitates the meeting, but need not 
take primary responsibility for "teaching" or presenting information.  

Betty Wiese has offered to provide the Zoom hosting, if the new facilitator does not wish to 
cover that part. She is also happy to talk with anyone who would like to explore volunteering for 
this role, and to host a Zoom discussion of interested members about options for meeting their 
interests in Ireland. One consideration is to divide into two areas of interest - Republic of Ireland 
and Northern Ireland. Interested in learning more? Contact Betty. 

mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
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Zooming Around the State 

   Eastside Genealogical Society - German Interest Group 
   From Pikeman to Pennsylvanian: Swiss Ancestral Origins 
   Claire Gebben    Friday, May 7  12:30 - 2:30 
   Request an invitation at least two days before meeting.  https://egsgermangroup.wordpress.com 

   Seattle Genealogical Society 
   Ethical Dilemmas in Genealogy  Saturday, May 8  1:00 - 3:00 
   Dr. Penny Walters   Via Zoom 
   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86530645964?pwd=VFo3TXhWcVRWVzdYdnZGcEp3eGg1QT09 
   Meeting ID: 865 3064 5964  Passcode: 877839 

   Skagit Valley Genealogical Society 
   Researching Celtic Ancestry  Saturday May 8  1:00 - 2:30 
   Barbara Johnson   Via Zoom 
   Contact Margie Wilson at rootsproject1@gmail.com for an invitation  

   King County Library  
   Uncovering Community Stories from Railroad History 
   Via Zoom    Wednesday, May 12 6:00 PM 
   Registration required  https://kcls.bibliocommons.com/events/605e08ead8233a450061c85d 

   Seattle Genealogical Society 
   A Day of English Research  Saturday, May 15 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
   Paul Milner    Via Zoom 
   Register online at www.eventbrite.com/e/seattle-genealogical-society-spring-seminar-2021-
tickets-140606494811   

https://egsgermangroup.wordpress.com
mailto:rootsproject1@gmail.com
https://kcls.bibliocommons.com/events/605e08ead8233a450061c85d
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/seattle-genealogical-society-spring-seminar-2021-tickets-140606494811
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/seattle-genealogical-society-spring-seminar-2021-tickets-140606494811
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/seattle-genealogical-society-spring-seminar-2021-tickets-140606494811
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SUMMER SEMINARS 
The Topeka (Kansas) Genealogical Society 
2021 Virtual Heartland Family History Conference    https://heartlandfhc.org/program/ 
Featured speaker: Billie Stone Fogarty and 18 others 
May 7 - 8, 2021   34 sessions   $65 for non-members 

Seattle Genealogical Society  https://seagensoc.org 
A Day of English Research with Paul Milner 
Saturday, May 15, 2021  9:00 - 3:00 via Zoom  $50 for non-members 

National Genealogical Society Conference  https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org 
Writing About and Documenting Genealogical Conclusions Using DNA Test Results 
Tom Jones, PhD, CG, FASG, FUGA, FNGS and other speakers 
May 19 - 20, 2021 

Southern California Genealogical Society 
The Genes in Your Family with 26 online lectures 
June 4 - 5, 2021  
The Stars in Your Family with 56 online lectures 
June 11 - 12, 2021 
Registration is open at https://genealogyjamboree.com   

South King County Genealogical Society http://skcgs.org/seminar.html 
Laws, Legacies & Losers with Judy Russell, the Legal Genealogist 
Saturday, June 5, 2021  9:00 - 4:00 via Zoom      

International German Genealogy Partnership 
Researching Together Worldwide https://playbacknow.regfox.com/iggp2021 
July 17 - 24, 2021    

NARA webinars on YouTube.  
Go to their website (https://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair) for details and handouts. 
After the scheduled broadcasts, video recordings and presentation materials will be available 
online. 
Preserving and Digitizing Personal Photo Albums and Scrapbooks 
Sara Holmes & Noah Durham    Tuesday, May 4   10 AM PDT 

Finding Genealogy Resources and Tools on archives.gov 
Sarah Swanson    Wednesday, May 12 10 AM PDT 

Tips and Tools for Engaging Family with Your Research Finds 
Missy McNatt & Dorothy Dougherty Wednesday, May 19 10 AM PDT 

https://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair
http://archives.gov
https://heartlandfhc.org/program/
https://seagensoc.org
https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org
https://genealogyjamboree.com
http://skcgs.org/seminar.html
https://playbacknow.regfox.com/iggp2021
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Family Tree Webinars 

Comparing Australian Content on the Giant Genealogy Websites 
Sunny Morton    May 4 

Solving a Brick Wall with DNA – A Case Study 
Larry W. Thomas   May 5 

Researching the Descendants and Ancestors of the Weeping Time People 
Brian Sheffey    May 7 

Latest updates to MyHeritage Genetic Groups 
Daniel Horowitz   May 11 

DNA Downer: Strategies for Dealing with DNA Fatigue 
Blaine Bettinger, Ph.D., J.D.  May 12 

The Paternal Ten: Searching for Missing Heirs 
Claire Ammon, CG   May 18 

Notion for Genealogists 
Lisa Alzo    May 19 

Researching Canadian Nurses, Pilots and Sailors in the First World War 
Kathryn Lake Hogan    May 21 

Advanced DNA Features on MyHeritage 
Ofer Karp    May 25 

How Testing Multiple Relatives Can Turbocharge Your 
DNA Research 
Michelle Leonard   May 26 

Visit familytreewebinars.com for times and to sign up.  
Non-members can watch free for one week following the live webinar.  

Your newsletter was edited by Susan Palmer and designed by Lori Gibson

May is
National Bike Month

http://familytreewebinars.com

	Notes from the President
	Members’ Corner


