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Notes from the 
President

Extra, Extra! 
The BIGS program for May 
brought us Janice Lovelace and 
a look at the discoveries you can 
make when you use newspapers 
in your research. We were not 
able to record the presentation, 
but we are going to have a skill 
building session to take another 
look at using newspapers. So, if 
you have been diving into your 
ancestors’ local papers, or if you 
might get inspired by hearing 
about the success others have 
had, join in the conversation on 
Friday, July 9th. 

BAINBRIDGE ISLAND 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

June 2021 Newsletter

Members’ Corner 
Mystery Photo with Handkerchiefs 
By Susan Strawn 

This studio portrait of 
three women 
languished among 
hundreds of cabinet 
cards (paper 
photographs adhered 
to cardboard) for sale 
at a suburban Chicago 
antiques mall. Sadly, 
no handwritten notes 
identified the women, 
so their names remain 
a mystery. Each woman 
clutched a white 
handkerchief trimmed 
with lace, another 
mystery. 

Location and decade are identified easily. The front imprint 
on the cards reads, “Matousek” and “1575 22nd ST. near 
KEDZIE AVE. Chicago.” The Chicago Historical Society’s 
compilation of photographers from Chicago city 
directories, 1847-1900, verifies that Mathias Matousek 
located his studio at this address from 1895 to 1900. 
Matousek is a common Czechoslovakian surname in 
Chicago, and immigrants were known to select 
photographers of their own nationality. Were these women 
of Czech or Slovak heritage, perhaps among the 
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immigrants who had made Chicago the world’s fastest-
growing city? 

The impressive “S-curve” silhouette of the stylish young 
woman on the right dates the photo to Edwardian times, the 
first decade of the twentieth century. Edwardians—named for 
exuberant English King Edward VII (1902-1910)—favored 
opulent fashions, quite a change from the more somber reign 
of his mother, Queen Victoria (1837-1901). Corsetry, serious 
and clever, exaggerated the woman’s spinal lordosis (anterior 
curvature of the spine) into the ideal Edwardian shape. A 
straight-front corset flattened her abdomen, threw her 
shoulders forward, and pushed her hips back. The rounded 
hipline, flared skirt, and pouchy mono-bosom made her waist 
look desirably tiny. The other two women dressed in less 
extravagant Edwardian style, each in black or dark colors. 

Handkerchiefs had been popular accessories dating back to 
the 1600s at least, but why did these women hold white 
handkerchiefs so prominently in a formal portrait? One 
possible answer could be a nod to the “Chautauqua salute.” 
Chautauqua, an adult education organization, was popular in 
Chicago during the early twentieth century. Audience 
members waved white handkerchiefs above their heads to 
salute a speaker, originally to acknowledge a deaf speaker. 

Or the handkerchiefs could be symbols of mourning. 
Mourning rituals began with royalty, slid down the social 
ladder to people in general, and had reached even the 
poorest level of society by the early twentieth century. 
Mourning was serious business for Victorians—Queen Victoria 
made mourning ultrafashionable—and formalized mourning 
customs carried over, somewhat lessened, to Edwardians. 

A woman who gave up her everyday clothing while mourning 
was still expected to wear the latest fashions, albeit in black 
or subdued dark colors. Etiquette books and fashion 
magazines dictated acceptable colors and fabrics, especially 
the critical amount and placement of crape (crimped and 
crisp fabric) to be worn during different stages of mourning. 
Requisite stages of mourning—deep mourning, first 
mourning, second mourning, half mourning—specified 
duration and correctness of mourning customs and clothing 
based on the person being mourned. Black jet ornaments 
were the only jewelry allowed during a widow’s first year of 

August Break 
Returning to pre-covid practice, 
we will not hold a monthly 
program in August. There will 
not be a newsletter or a Skill SIG 
that month either.  
Enjoy your summer break! 

Aim for September 
The BIGS board has set a goal 
of an in-person option for our 
Monthly Program in September. 
Assuming the Bainbridge 
Library is ready for us, we plan 
to hold our first hybrid meeting, 
with a virtual speaker, on Friday, 
September 17th. If all goes 
according to plan, it will mean 
you can choose to attend in 
person or via Zoom. Watch this 
space! 

Member Feedback 
Since we began our Zoom 
meetings, we have not been 
collecting feedback from 
participants to evaluate the 
speaker and the presentation. 
We need to get back to hearing 
what our members think of the 
third Friday program. Board 
members are currently 
reworking the evaluation 
process to fit the hybrid format. 
Once that’s done, we will again 
invite your feedback. Please 
take the time to respond! It is 
how we know which speakers to 
invite back, and which topics 
meet your needs. 

Andy Hoskins 
President 
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Monthly Program 
Friday, June 18, 2021 

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM via Zoom 
Use Clothing in Photographs to Find Clues to Your Family History: 

Immigration, Mourning, Childhood 
Susan Strawn 

Susan will cover immigration and the rapid Americanization of immigrants, evidence  
for mourning, and a summary of changes in clothing for children. 

Zoom link information will be emailed to all members 

mourning, for example, with the exception of 
memorial brooches or lockets. Note the only 
jewelry, a small brooch, appears on the high 
collar of the fashionable woman. 

Handkerchiefs, often white silk with black lace 
borders, were suitable mourning accessories. 
Dress historian Lou Taylor chronicled an 
extensive history of mourning, including 
handkerchiefs, from the Middle Ages to the 
late twentieth century in Mourning Dress: A 
Costume and Social History (London: George 
Allen and Unwin, 1983). In her book, a 
remarkable number of women who sat for 
paintings and photographs during mourning 
held handkerchiefs. Many museum 
collections include mourning handkerchiefs, 
and the tradition continues to present times. 

Had the names of the women not been lost to 
history, research might identify the death of a 
relative—or a prominent public figure—and 
strengthen the argument for handkerchiefs as 
mourning accessories. Look for possible 
symbols of mourning in family photos and 
compare with dates of ancestor’s deaths. The 
first year of full mourning for a widow, 
especially wearing a veil, will be most 
obvious. More subtle symbols of mourning 
may be overlooked. Typically a man wore only 
a black armband with an ordinary suit and tie 
when mourning. 

Of course, there could be other explanations 
for the handkerchief mystery. One wry 
suggestion: allergy season?
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Skill Building 
 Second Friday of the Month 

For BIGS members only 

Case Study: Building a Family Tree: Tools, Tips, Tricks 
Friday, June 11, 2021   10:00 -12:00 

Facilitator: David Cosman 
 As a relatively new genealogist, David will share his journey from getting a DNA test to building 

a well documented family tree.  He will review a variety of research databases and DNA tools. 
This presentation will target beginning to intermediate genealogists; it will also be helpful for 

experienced researchers who have not yet explored the power of DNA.  
Lots of opportunities for Q&A for all interested members. 

READ ALL ABOUT IT! - More About Newspapers 
Friday, July 9, 2021   10:00-12:00  

Member sharing facilitated by Betty Wiese 

 Members share their tips and strategies for finding and using newspapers.   

Special Interest Groups 
For BIGS Members Only 

Writer’s Workshop  
Thursday, June 3, 2021    1:00 

New members welcome. 
Request a Zoom invitation from Andy Hoskins. 

  
 Great Britain 

Friday, June 4, 2021    10:00 AM 
Co-facilitators : David Cosman and Betty Wiese 

Everyone with Welsh, Scottish or English ancestral interests is invited to join us,  
and any other BIGS members are welcome too. We will share our discoveries,  

brick walls and other topics of interest. 
Zoom link information will be emailed to all members. 

mailto:andrea.kay.hoskins@gmail.com
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If you are new to genealogy research you 
might have questions about how to get 
started. Perhaps you wonder what a pedigree 
chart or a family group record is. Maybe you 
would like some ideas about how to keep 
track of all the information and documents 
you find, or you have heard about FAN 
research (your ancestor’s Friends, Associates 
and Neighbors) but don’t know how to go 
about it. 

Here are some options for getting an 
introduction to genealogy research basics - 
where to look and how to organize. 

BIGS members can request a one-on-one 
appointment with an experienced mentor 
who will review with you the basics of 
genealogy research, including searching for 
records and ways to keep track of your 

findings.  To ask for this help, simply email our 
Education Chair, Betty Wiese.  

You can also check out the "Getting Started" 
section on the You can also check out the 
"Getting Started" section on the BIGS 
website; this includes tips from experienced 
BIGS members. 

In addition, the Seattle Public Library 
Genealogy Department offers virtual one-on-
one appointments, including getting help on 
how to get started on your research.  No need 
to have a SPL library card or be a Seattle 
resident. To make an appointment, just click 
on this link and fill out the request form.  If 
you take advantage of this resource, please 
take a minute to share feedback about your 
experience with Betty. 

NEW TO GENEALOGY?   

mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
http://www.bigenealogy.org
http://www.bigenealogy.org
mailto:https%3A//www.spl.org/programs-and-services/learning/genealogy/genealogy-request-form
mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
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Blast from past June BIGS Newsletters -  

2010 
“BIGS now has a Facebook page! Just click on the Facebook link on our website whenever you 
want to go there.” 

2012 
“BIGS has a Like button for our Facebook page. Scroll to the bottom of the page on our website 
and click on it to like us!” 
Thanks to Claire Smith for setting this up and to Sylvia Nelson for keeping this resource active. 

The Evening Discussion 
Group (EDG)  

EDG is taking the summer 
off. However if anyone has a 
problem or needs to discuss 

a problem, feel free to 
contact Sue Hassenmiller to 

arrange a meeting. 
And remember, Betty Wiese 
is the point person to 
request a mentor to help 
also.  

Make it Quick 
       From Joleen Aitchison

Here is a look at using the MyHeritage app to attach 
sources to your family tree on their site. This is likely an 
app that is used less frequently by many of us, but each 

site has different sets of records. Some of the matches at 

MyHeritage are to other family trees. Again, this is specific 

to Android devices, but iOS apps should be similar. 

• Open the MyHeritage app, sign in if needed 
• Two methods to reach record matches (hints) 

Method One: 
• Click on ‘Discoveries’ icon 
• Click on funnel icon in upper right corner, select 

‘Record Matches’ 
Method Two: 

• Click on the three horizontal lines in the upper left 
corner (hamburger menu) 

• Click on the down arrow to the right of ‘Discoveries’ 
• Select ‘Record Matches’ 

Continue for both methods: 
• Select the ancestor whose matches you want to view 
• Select the match you want to compare, click ‘Review 

match’ 
• Look at the information provided 
• If it is for the correct person, click ‘Confirm Match’ 

Done! 

mailto:suzyh1943@gmail.com
mailto:suzyh1943@gmail.com
mailto:suzyh1943@gmail.com
mailto:suzyh1943@gmail.com
mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
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Zooming around the Sound and beyond 

Eastside Genealogical Society - German Interest Group 
Finding my 19th Century Immigrants from Germanic Europe 
David S. Raese      Friday, June 4, 2021  12:30-2:30 PM 
Use Contact tab on https://egsgermangroup.wordpress.com to request invitation by June 2nd. 

Eastern Washington Genealogical Society 
Eastern Washington State Archives 
 New records and the Scribe Indexing Project 
Lee Pierce, WA State Archivist in Cheney Saturday, June 5, 2021  1:00-3:00 PM 
Check website on the meeting morning for posted Zoom link. 

Stillaguamish Valley Genealogical Society 
Reverse Genealogy: Locating Living Relatives 
Katharine Willson    Tuesday, June 8, 2021  1:00 PM 
Check their website for the posted Zoom link.   https://stillygen.org/eventListings.php?nm=41 

Tacoma-Pierce County Genealogical Society 
Introducing Children to Genealogy 
Diane Bertam     Tuesday, June 8, 2021  6:30 PM 
Email tpcgs3@gmail.com for a Zoom invitation. 

Seattle Genealogical Society 
Earning your Wings: Volunteering as a Search Angel 

Learn how to help adoptees, children of unknown parentage, or those simply looking for answers 
about their biological roots. 

Susan V.H. Fabian      Saturday, June 12, 2021    1:00 - 2:30 PM 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85666545226?pwd=bS9jekdpYzB1SHVkZUd4VlZJRnd3dz09 
Meeting via Zoom Meeting ID: 856 6654 5226 Passcode: 159139 

Whidbey Island Genealogical Searchers 
Unlocking Notation Codes on Alien Passenger Lists 
Elizabeth Gomoll    Tuesday, June 15, 2021  1:00 PM 
Write by June 13th to request a Zoom invitation 
http://whidbeygensearchers.org/data/meeting-flyers/210615-Flyer-ElizabethGomoll.pdf 

Seattle Genealogical Society 
A Day of English Research with Paul Milner 
Rescheduled to Saturday, June 26, 2021 9:00-3:00 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/seattle-genealogical-society-spring-seminar-2021-tickets-140606494811

https://egsgermangroup.wordpress.com
https://ewgsi.org
https://stillygen.org/eventListings.php?nm=41
mailto:tpcgs3@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85666545226?pwd=bS9jekdpYzB1SHVkZUd4VlZJRnd3dz09
http://whidbeygensearchers.org/data/meeting-flyers/210615-Flyer-ElizabethGomoll.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/seattle-genealogical-society-spring-seminar-2021-tickets-140606494811
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SUMMER SEMINARS 
Southern California Genealogical Society 
The Genes in Your Family with 26 online lectures 
June 4 - 5, 2021  
The Stars in Your Family with 56 online lectures 
June 11 - 12, 2021 
https://genealogyjamboree.com   

South King County Genealogical Society  
Laws, Legacies & Losers with Judy Russell, the Legal 
Genealogist 
Saturday, June 5, 2021  9:00 - 4:00 via Zoom  
http://skcgs.org/seminar.html     

International German Genealogy Partnership 
Researching Together Worldwide  
https://playbacknow.regfox.com/iggp2021 
July 17 - 24, 2021 

New York Genealogical & Biographical Society 
20+ live and recorded sessions beginning September 1, 2021  
$180 
https://www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/nysfhc#register

NARA webinars on YouTube. 
Go to their website (https://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair) for details and handouts. After the 
scheduled broadcasts, video recordings and presentation materials will be available online. 

From Here to There: Researching Office of Indian Affairs Employees 
Cara Moore Lebonick & Cody White  Tuesday, June 1    10 AM PDT 
For experienced researchers, but all are welcome. 

Civil War Union Noncombatant Personnel: Teamsters, Laundresses, Nurses, Sutlers, and More 
Claire Kluskens     Tuesday, June 8 10 AM PDT 
For experienced researchers, but all are welcome. 

Merchant Marine Records at the National Archives at St. Louis 
Theresa Fitzgerald    Tuesday, June 15 10 AM PDT 
All experience levels. 

  

https://genealogyjamboree.com
http://skcgs.org/seminar.html
https://playbacknow.regfox.com/iggp2021
https://www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/nysfhc#register
https://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair
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Family Tree Webinars 

Ngā aho tāne o Te Moana-nui-a-Kiwa: Revitalising connections across the Pacific with Big Y 
Elena Fowler   June 1 

Solving Family Mysteries with mtDNA Projects 
Mags Gaulden   June 2 

African Americans in the U.S. Revolutionary War 
Janice Lovelace, PhD  June 4 

New breakthroughs in MyHeritage's photo tools 
Tal Erlichman   June 8 

Samoan genealogy (Gafa) retold 
Andrew Reuben Peteru  June 9 

They Had Names: Identifying Children Represented by Tick Marks in Pre-1850 Censuses 
Denise E. Cross, MSLIS, CG June 15 

New England’s ‘Seventh State’: Life along the coast 
B.J. Jamieson   June 16 

Online Sources for Scottish Genealogy Research 
Christine Woodcock  June 18 

Top tips for reviewing Smart Matches™ and Record Matches 
Daniel Horowitz  June 22 

Angel Island's Immigrants from 80 Countries: Stories from the West Coast Counterpart to Ellis Island 
Grant Din   June 23 

Genealogy for Houses 
Jeanie F. Glaser   June 30 

Visit familytreewebinars.com for times and to sign up.  
Non-members can watch free for one week following the live webinar.

Your newsletter was edited by Susan Palmer and designed by Lori Gibson

How will you celebrate?

http://familytreewebinars.com
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