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Notes from the 
President

Looking Good for September 

Our plan to hold an in-person 
meeting at the Bainbridge 
Library in September continues 
to look promising! We have 
been given the go-ahead to 
practice our hybrid format at the 
library during July so we can 
work the kinks out and be ready 
to combine a virtual meeting 
and an actual meeting on the 
third Friday of September, when 
our speaker will be Pam Vestal. 
Her presentation is titled 
“Voting Records: Genealogy’s 
Best Kept Secret.” Fingers 
crossed all goes according to 
plan. 

BIGS at the Beach 

How does this sound - an 
outdoor, in-person gathering for 
BIGS members later this 
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Members’ Corner 
Dinner with Grandmother Maggie 
By Pat Murray-Scott 

A note of explanation: 
StoryWorth is a ”Writer’s 
Prompt” with an irresistible 
lure! Each week my daughter-
in-law sends a question; e.g. 
“What was your first date with 
Dad?” What makes the Prompt 
irresistible to the writer? I know 
the audience! Knowing your 
audience is a writer’s first 
threshold! Who are you talking 
to?  

This week’s StoryWorth question followed by my answer! 

“If you could have one dinner with anyone, living or dead, 
who would it be?” 

Just one dinner, huh? Not a week-full of dinners, lunches, 
right down to overnights so we see each other for 
breakfasts, when hair is down, scars unmasked, the real 
person glimmering through? 

Well, okay, then! With whom, even if only once, would I 
most like to have dinner? 

Maggie with Billy and Mary, 
          December 1909
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I’d like to meet any one of my grandmothers or great-
grandmothers. I know that my Grandma Emma Cain would 
like me to choose her. I love her today, but, topping my list is 
the grandmother I didn’t know because she died eight years 
before I was born. Is it she whom I might be most like? I have 
an inner sense that we would have shared insights. 

She is the grandmother with many names and hidden stories: 
baptized Margaret A. Howard in June of 1867, she took the 
name Chrysostom, I suspect, at her Confirmation, for St. John 
Chrysostom a Fourth Century father of the church. Through 
usage, she made “Chrysostom” her official middle name, 
dropping the “A.” forever. At age fourteen? That shows a little 
spine, doesn’t it? 

My grandmother Margaret was a city-wide top-ranked 
scholar! In 1885, she graduated from high school ranked 
number ONE of the eight top graduates in the city of 
Wheeling, West Virginia. That was nothing to sneeze at in 
1885, when Wheeling was the state capital and, per capita, 
one of the richest cities in the nation. Known as “Maggie,” she 
was also an accomplished pianist who performed publicly at 
many civic, educational and social events. The Wheeling 
newspaper always gave notice of Maggie Howard's public 
and private performances. After her high school graduation, 
Maggie returned as a teacher to the same school in South 
Wheeling where she had been a student.  

She taught until her marriage to William Murray in 1906. 
Maggie was not a spring bride. She was thirty-nine when she 
married, forty when she had my Aunt Mary, forty-two when 
she gave birth to my father in 1909, and forty-five when Aunt 
Peg was born in 1912.  

What was her life like in those early tumultuous years of 
marriage and child-rearing? By the time my father was ten, 
the family had already lived in three different cities because 
my Grandfather Will, a stone contractor, only knew to “follow 
the job.” In late summer, 1919, they were living in South 
Philadelphia. Will was working at the shipyards on the 
Delaware River. And, Maggie? In late August or early 
September of 1919, fifty-two year old Maggie was just 
finishing up a day of canning fruit. The jelly jars were filled, 

summer?  Finally, a chance to 
meet face to face with 
fellow members after a year and 
a half. Planning is underway for 
a BIGS potluck; the date and 
location have been set: Friday, 
August 20th, 4:30 - 7:30pm at 
the Fay Bainbridge 
Beachside Picnic Shelter. Further 
details will be shared as soon as 
available. 

Changing Clothes 

In June, BIGS member Susan 
Strawn made a return 
appearance as speaker for our 
Third Friday program. Susan 
provided a fascinating look at 
the “Language of Clothing,” 
helping us become a bit more 
discerning when looking at 
pictures of our immigrant 
ancestors, perhaps even 
recognizing hints in their dress 
as to their country of origin. She 
also shared hints about clothing 
traditions related to mourning 
and childhood.  If you were not 
able to attend, make time to 
watch the recording sent out to 
the membership by Sylvia 
Nelson. 

Andy Hoskins 
President 
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arranged to cool on the shelves of the 
“Hoosier,” the essential free-standing cabinet 
in the early Twentieth Century kitchen. I don’t 
know if my father was an instigator of the 
trouble; by his own telling, he had been a 
devil of a boy to raise, or did my grandfather 
come home from work and fire up the Irish in 
Maggie? Or was it - all of it - her age of fifty-
two? Was she in menopause? Was she worn 
down with the repetitive cares of motherhood 
and the money troubles?  
  
Would I ask, “What was your fateful trigger, 
Grandma Maggie?” Do you think I could ask 
that question at a first-time-meeting with my 
very accomplished grandmother? 

The fact is, on that hot afternoon, in response 
to some trigger, Maggie summoned up 
enough muscle born of emotion to push over 
the “Hoosier” with all its contents and cooling 
jelly jars; she pushed it over onto its face, of 
course, breaking all, and sparking a lifetime’s 
dreadful, downward spiral.  

My fourteen year old Aunt Mary was already 
away to begin her first term at a Maryland 
boarding school. My father and Aunt Peg 
were enrolled in a South Philadelphia 
elementary school. Living nearby was 
Maggie’s younger sister, Kate and her 
husband Lynn. So for tonight, anyway, take 
Billy and Peggy to Kate and Lynn’s house for 
an overnight. They had been there before, 
with other cousins, and occasionally with a 
“between-husband-aunt,” as well. Kate and 
Lynn had no children of their own, but you 
would never know it. Over the years, Aunt 
Kate and Uncle Lynn “parented" many 
children from the Howards and Exlines, and a 
few “at-the-end road” adults, too. Each, Kate 
and Lynn, were  the youngest in their 
respective families, and for that they earned 
the role of family caretakers. 

The story from here is understandably vague 
and choppy in my father’s memory, and also, 
it’s likely that I wasn’t really listening as well as 
now I wish I had done. Nevertheless, here is 
what I remember:  

Will and Maggie moved back to Wheeling, 
leaving Billy and Peg with the Exlines in 
Philadelphia. To her everlasting sorrow, 
fourteen year old Mary Frances Murray was 
brought from boarding school to live in 
Wheeling to care for her mother and father. I 
don’t believe Aunt Mary ever did attend high 
school, giving a very bright woman a life-time 
of regret, but at some time Mary Frances 
completed a practical business course. Aunt 
Mary died in 1973. 

My father Billy, or “Bill” as he reached 
fourteen, was a boy who acted out. I suspect 
Uncle Lynn had better luck with all the girls 
the couple sheltered. In my father’s story, he 
was the only boy in a houseful of women, and 
each one of the girls picked on him! At some 
point in his first year of high school, my father 
ran away and was on the streets of 
Philadelphia getting an education of a 
different sort for the better part of that school 
year. When he was found, he was shipped to 
his parents in Wheeling and enrolled in 
Central Catholic High School. Nothing was 
lost academically; because he was so smart, 
he passed all the tests, and stayed on the 
same track. I don’t know if that was my father’s 
effort to mythologize his life story for his 
teenage daughter, or the truth. I’ll never know 
now. My father died in 1984. 

Seven year old Peg, named Margaret Howard 
Murray for her mother, was raised by Aunt 
Kate and Uncle Lynn as their own daughter. I 
have been told by several family members 
that Peg saw her mother Maggie only once 



BIGS July 2021

Bainbridge Island Genealogical Society Page 4

after that day. One version says she was eight, 
in which case the visit would have been in 
Wheeling and perhaps that did occur. 

Another story says that Peg visited Maggie at 
Weston State Hospital when Peg was fourteen 
years old. Margaret Murray was 
institutionalized in October of 1926. Perhaps 
there was more than one visit. Like her 
brother and sister, Margaret “Peg” Howard 
Murray Buxton, carried a certain wound 
known only to children who have been 
traumatized by the loss of a parent. Aunt Peg 
died in 1994. 

There are a few dates and facts to reckon, 
offering a slight scaffolding of data on which 
to pin these stories. 

The death certificate issued by the State of 
West Virginia lists the reason for placement at 
Weston State Hospital: “Schizophrenia - 
Paranoid Type.” The immediate cause of 
death was pneumonia.  

Also listed on the death certificate is the 
“Length of Time” Maggie was in Weston 
Hospital before her death, so we can 
calculate the date she was admitted:   
At the time of her death on 19 June 1928, 
Maggie had been at Weston State Hospital 
for 1 year, 7 months, 25 days. So the date of 

her arrival at Weston may have been about 
October 24, 1926. One month before, on 
September 21, my Aunt Mary Frances Murray 
eloped with Edward Guenther, leaving her 17 
year old brother Bill to care for the 
household. 

If I had only one dinner to spend with my 
Grandmother Maggie, a woman about whom 
I want to care very much, what subjects might 
I bring up? As burning as are the questions 
raised above, they aren’t what I really want to 
know about Maggie. Who was she? How long 
she had known my Grandfather Will before 
they married.  Each were popular in the 
singles group at the Carroll Club; each were 
accomplished in their respective fields; each 
had amazing intellectual curiosity. Each were 
highly eligible Irish Catholics in a very small 
city.  
  
Wouldn’t I rather know who was her favorite 
composer? Talk about her teaching 
experiences, her favorite authors, especially 
with children. And did she really meet Maria 
Montessori and study her methods as my 
father told me? Did she have a vegetable 
garden? What was her favorite color? Did she 
enjoy puns and word riddles? Endless, the 
need to know her as she was when she was a 
healthy woman of substance. 

  After a year and a half it’s time to re-connect  
   with old friends and fellow members. 

Friday, August 20, 2021      Fay Bainbridge Park - Beach Picnic Shelter 

             4:30 - 7:30                               Potluck Dinner 

SAVE THE DATE                       BIGS at the Beach

Details to come. 
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Monthly Program 
Friday, July 16, 2021 

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM via Zoom 
Joleen Aitchison 

Topic: Land Records, their importance and where to find them 
Fellow BIGS member Joleen returns via Zoom to discuss using Land Records  

for our genealogy research. 

Zoom link information will be emailed to all members. 

Summer Break 
No August Monthly Program. 

Friday, September 17, 2021 
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM  

both via Zoom and (hopefully) in person in the Bainbridge library 
Pam Vestal  

Topic: Voting Records: Genealogy's Best Kept Secret 
Voting records are often-overlooked gems which are packed with genealogical information 

such as naturalization, home type, and even our ancestors’ political outlook. 
Pam spoke to us in March 2021 and we look forward to another informative presentation. 

Friday, October 15, 2021 
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM  

both via Zoom and (hopefully) in person in the Bainbridge library 
Nicka Smith 

Speaking on DNA to celebrate Family History Month 
Nicka Smith is a professional photographer, speaker, host, consultant, and  

documentarian with more than 20 years of experience as a genealogist.  
She is a past board member of the California Genealogical Society and  

the African American Genealogical Society of Northern California.  
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Skill Building 
 Second Friday of the Month 

For BIGS members only 

READ ALL ABOUT IT! - More About Newspapers 
Friday, July 9, 2021   10:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Member sharing facilitated by Betty Wiese 

 Members share their tips and strategies for finding and using newspapers 
with opportunity to brainstorm how to find free digital newspapers. 

 Zoom link information will be sent to all BIGS members. 

We will not have a Skill Building Meeting in August. 

TECHNOLOGY Q&A 
Friday, September 10, 2021 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

Thomas MacEntee 
 In a live on-line session, Mr. MacEntee will answer members' questions about technology.  

Watch for an August email to submit your specific questions.

Special Interest Groups 
For BIGS Members Only 

 Great Britain 
Friday, August 6, 2021    10:00 AM 

Co-facilitators : David Cosman and Betty Wiese 
Summer holidays are affecting our July and September dates.  

Please join us for this early August meeting as we share our discoveries,  
brick walls and other topics of interest. 

Zoom link information will be emailed to all members. 

On vacation: Writer’s Workshop and Evening Discussion Group 
See you in September. 
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Blast from past July BIGS Newsletters -  

From 2008 
“Our next meeting will be a workshop meeting 
focusing on ‘black sheep’ ancestors.”  
 —How many do you have in your family??

Recording Zoom talks 
If we are given permission by the 
presenter, all BIGS Zoom talks are 
recorded. Right after the session 

links will be emailed to all 
members from Sylvia Nelson 
(Monthly Programs) or Betty 

Wiese (Skill Sessions). They are 
kept active for one month.

The BIGS website has been updated. 

Did you ever notice on our website, 
www.bigenealogy.org, that the Resources tab “Additional 

Items of Interest” did not have additional items, of interest 

or otherwise? Now it does. Lori Gibson and Susan Palmer 

have gone back to our archives and copied all the 
member stories from old newsletters and included them 

there. Browse the chapters, which correspond to years, 

and rediscover the many interesting stories written by 

BIGS members. 

Also included are the wonderful Historical Clothing 
Articles by Susan Strawn. 

Please consider writing your own Member Story for 
publication in the newsletter and inclusion on our website.  

?? GOT GENEALOGY TECHNOLOGY 
QUESTIONS?? 

JOIN BIGS SKILL BUILDING 
SEPTEMBER 10 

For our September 10th Skill Building, 
we will have a live on-line session with 
Thomas MacEntee who will answer 
your questions about using 
technology for genealogy. Before 
becoming involved in genealogy, 
Thomas spent over 25 years in the 
information technology field. 

Do you have questions about:  

Genealogy software?  

Purchasing equipment such as a 
scanner, printer, or external hard 
drive?  

Moving to "the Cloud"?  

What other technology questions do 
you have? Start your list now and 
watch for an email in August asking 
you to submit your questions   

Watch for more details via email and 
on our website at 
www.bigenealogy.org 

http://www.bigenealogy.org
http://www.bigenealogy.org
http://www.bigenealogy.org
http://www.bigenealogy.org
http://www.bigenealogy.org
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Summer Seminars 
  
International German Genealogy Partnership 
Researching Together Worldwide  
https://playbacknow.regfox.com/iggp2021 
July 17 - 24, 2021 

The Family History Fanatics   
4th Annual Summer of DNA virtual conference   
https://www.familyhistoryfanatics.com/summerdna 
July 31, 2021  7:00 AM - 1:00 PM  Early bird pricing of $19.99 until 7/17 
Diahan Southard, Jewish DNA - analyzing Endogamy (Alex Ferretti), African American DNA (Shannon 
Christmas), and DNA and your Irish Ancestry (Maurice Gleeson) 
Recorded sessions will be accessible until August 31, 2021. 

Zooming around Washington 
Clallam County Genealogical Society 
A Sense of Place and Time: Putting Ancestors in Context 
David Obee 
Saturday, July 10, 2021  10:00 AM - 12:00 PM  Free 
Zoom Meeting ID:  925 9679 9045  Passcode:  731751  

Stillaguamish Valley Genealogical Society 
Deeds to Dirt: Case Studies in Analyzing Research with Maps 
Cari A. Taplin 
Tuesday, July 13, 2021  1:00 PM   Free 
https://zoom.us/j/98285083560?pwd=K2lPendXSlcveDhXcGliazRIOVkrdz09 
Meeting ID: 982 8508 3560     Passcode: 187823 

Clallam County Genealogical Society 
Using Google, Ancestry, and reworking cold cases 
Lisa Louise Cooke 
Saturday, August 14, 2021  9:30 AM - 3:00 PM via Zoom $50 
https://clallamcogs.org/upload/events/files/1624403016_LisaCookeSeminar.pdf 

https://playbacknow.regfox.com/iggp2021
https://www.familyhistoryfanatics.com/summerdna
https://zoom.us/j/98285083560?pwd=K2lPendXSlcveDhXcGliazRIOVkrdz09
https://clallamcogs.org/upload/events/files/1624403016_LisaCookeSeminar.pdf
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Family Tree Webinars 

Death is not the end - litigation remains: Exploring Australian wills and probate 
Cathie Sherwood      July 6 

Grandpa’s Eyes and Grandma’s Hair: Tracing the Origin of Physical Traits with Genetic Genealogy 
Paul Woodbury      July 7 

Comparing Jewish Resources on the Giant Genealogy Websites 
Ellen Kowitt       July 14 

Using Irish newspapers and other printed material 
Natalie Bodle       July 16 

The Time of Cholera: A Case Study about Historical Context 
Alison Hare, CG      July 20 

That Scoundrel George 
Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL     July 21 

Specialized Lineage Societies - more than just DAR, Dames and Mayflower  
Kimberly Ormsby Nagy     July 28 

Visit familytreewebinars.com for times and to sign up.  
Non-members can watch free for one week following the live webinar.

Your newsletter was edited by Susan Palmer and designed by Lori Gibson

Did you know that July is 
National Ice Cream month?

http://familytreewebinars.com
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