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Notes from 
the 

President

For a little while, it felt like we 
might be moving out from 
under the shadow of Covid, and 
back into a sunny, more 
sociable time. Unfortunately, 
after a few steps forward, we 
have had to back up a bit. So, 
plans have been revisited and 
revised. 

Hybrid on Hold 

Once again, we find that the 
safest way for us to get together 
is via Zoom. The Delta variant 
has put a stop to our plans for a 
hybrid meeting this month. For 
the time being, our monthly 
programs, as well as our Skill 
Building SIGs will be held 
virtually. However, thanks to 
Larry Noedel and the work of 
our Hybrid Meeting Team, we 
have the protocol in place and 
the equipment we need to 
combine in-person and online 
participation as soon as it is safe 
to do so. 
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Members’ Corner 
Speaking up for Women in Rural Missouri 
in the Late 1800’s 
By Larry Noedel 

Go back with me to Rolla, Missouri, a town of some 1,500 souls 
back in the late 1800’s. There, my Great Uncle, John Prior 
Harrison, was quite well-known. For several years he had been 
elected Clerk for the County Court and was employed by one of 
the town’s banks (probably as a teller). He had married the 
daughter of one of Rolla’s founders and leading citizens, and by 
1898, at age 42, he was living what appeared to all to be a quite 
comfortable, well-established life with his wife and two children, 
15 and 18 years old, in a nice home in the center of town.  

Then, on January 20, the local weekly newspaper announced that 
he had 
suddenly 
disappeared 
some 10 days 
earlier.  
Apparently so 
had all the 
County Court’s 
cash and all 
the bank funds 
Uncle John 
could get his 
hands on, 
eventually 
determined to 
total up to 
something like 
$400,000 in Rolla Herald, 20 Jan 1898, p9
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today’s money!  You’ll note that the paper said, somewhat unkindly 
I thought, that he had been “worshiping at the shrine of Bacchus,” 
apparently meaning that he had been on some kind of a drinking 
spree. Of course there were outcries. Rewards were announced, 
leads were tracked, and searches ensued. Nevertheless, sly old 
John was never ever found. 

Now, in the same 
issue of the paper 
there appeared 
the information 
that a young Rolla 
woman, one Ada 
Dismer, 20 years 
old, had also 
disappeared. But 
unlike Uncle 
John, the young 
female who had accompanied him was very soon apprehended in 
St. Louis, some 100 miles from Rolla. According to the paper she 
was promptly sent back to Rolla and directly to the town jail. 
Apparently, the Herald hadn’t yet gotten the word that opinion 
should be separated from news. With great moral indignation the 
newspaper reported that while they didn’t know why she been 
arrested, they “supposed” that it had to do with “living in open 
lewdness against the peace and dignity of the State.” (Why she was 
picked-up and what her charges might have been have never been 
discovered.) 

Now based on this report in the local newspaper, I’d suggest that 
it’s easy enough for us to imagine what the local gossip might have 
been like concerning this situation. Perhaps in some quarters 
something like, “Poor John, taken in by that young hussy who made 
him leave his lovely family and run away with her.” 

But nearby, one even smaller town newspaper wasn’t ready to pin 
this terrible situation on Ada.  Vienna, Missouri, founded in 1856, is 
about 40 miles from Rolla in Maries County, and seems to nearly 
always have had a weekly paper aptly called the Vienna Times.  

The Rolla Herald, like most small-town papers, regularly carried 
news from other nearby communities. To their credit, the Herald 
carried the Vienna Times’ comments on the case two weeks after 
they so negatively characterized Ms. Dismer. The Vienna Times 
didn’t deny that poor Ada was “the paramour” but they resisted 
blaming her for what Uncle John did and went on to suggest that in 
such cases women are more often targeted with blame than men. 
Quite a laudable and brave position for a small rural town paper in 

BIGS Q&A 

It has been 18 months since we 
had to move our evening Q&A 
program from in-person drop-in 
sessions at the Bainbridge 
Library to virtual meetings on 
Zoom. Recently, the Outreach 
Committee has been at work 
redesigning the program for 
members and non-members 
alike. The library is eager to 
welcome us back as soon as we 
can safely resume in-person 
meetings. Meanwhile, a Q&A 
session can still be scheduled 
online through the BIGS 
website. 

September Presentation 

Our virtual speaker for 
September is Pam Vestal. Her 
presentation is “Voting Records: 
Genealogy’s Best Kept Secret.” 
Pam is a full-time genealogist 
and lecturer. Learn more about 
her at her website: https://
www.generationsgen.com/ 

We would like to bring back our 
evaluation form and collect your 
feedback on our monthly 
programs. There will be a link to 
the evaluation in the “chat” 
option on Zoom. Please take 
time before signing off to 
complete the evaluation and 
add any suggestions or 
concerns you may have. Your 
opinions help guide us in our 
planning. 

Be well! 

Andy Hoskins 
President 

Rolla Herald, 20 Jan 1898, p1 

https://www.generationsgen.com/
https://www.generationsgen.com/
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1898, I’d say. 

While items continued about the embezzlement and who 
should be held responsible for letting it happen, there was no 
further mention of the young lady in the local press. I searched 
for some record of her arrest in either St. Louis or Rolla and 
came up empty.  

But, then a peculiar coincidence. I was contacted by a totally 
unknown Ancestry DNA match (115cM) who had seen that my 
family tree was deep in Rolla, Missouri. She asked if I would be 
interested in helping her identify her deceased grandmother’s 
father who was said to had lived in Rolla. 

We worked on this together for several months. It soon became 
clear that she had descended from Ada Dismer, her great-
grandmother, and that the man she was looking for was none 
other than John Prior Harrison, my great uncle. And, finally, that 
we were second cousins, twice removed, related through John 
Prior Harrison’s parents, Thomas C. Harrison, and Mary Ann 
Lenox!  Indeed, a small world! Rolla Herald, 3 Feb 1898, p4

Monthly Programs 

Friday, September 17, 2021 
10:00 AM  
Pam Vestal  

Voting Records: Genealogy's Best 
Kept Secret 

Voting records are often-overlooked gems 
which are packed with genealogical 

information such as naturalization, home type, 
and even our ancestors’ political outlook. 

Pam spoke to us in March 2021 and we look 
forward to another informative presentation. 
Zoom link information will be emailed to all 

members. 

Friday, October 15, 2021 
10:00 AM 

Nicka Smith 
Speaking on DNA to celebrate 

Family History Month 
Nicka Smith is a professional photographer, 

speaker, host, consultant, and documentarian 
with more that 20 years of experience as a 

genealogist. She is a past board member of 
the California Genealogical Society and the 
African American Genealogical Society of 

Norther California.  
Zoom link information will be emailed to all 

members. 
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Skill Building 
Second Friday of the Month 

For BIGS members only 

TECHNOLOGY Q&A 
Friday, September 10, 2021   10:00 AM 
Thomas MacEntee 
In a live Zoom session Mr. MacEntee will answer members' 
questions about technology. 
Submit your questions to Betty Wiese by September 8th.  
(See August 23rd email to BIGS members from Betty for details.) 

EXPLORING DNA TOOLS 
(Tentative Topic - pending member 
interest) 
Friday, October 8, 2021   10:00 AM  
Ask questions and share your experience via Zoom with other 
members  
about using DNA results in your genealogy research 
Respond to August 25th email from Betty Wiese to identify your 
specific areas of interest. 

PROVING YOUR FINDINGS: The Genealogical 
Proof Standard According to Sherlock Holmes 
Friday, November 12, 2021   10:00 AM 
Presenter: Jill Morelli, Certified Genealogist (Live via Zoom) 
Can you trust your research findings?  Is what you think you know 
actually true? 
Get a fun introduction  with Jill Morelli on using the Genealogical 
Proof Standard (GPS) for assessment of your work. Let's learn 
about how to use it in a fun way--"The Genealogical Proof 
Standard According to Sherlock Holmes." Who knew Sherlock 
followed the GPS?” 

Zoom login information will be sent to all BIGS members 

mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
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Coming Soon… We Hope! 

Like you, we too have been yearning for the time that we can return to all being together in the 
same room, renewing acquaintances, making new friends, comparing notes about our family 
histories. And, we have big BIGS plans to do that once Covid is under control. Here are three new 
programs that we’ll initiate once we are able to resume our in-person meetings. 

Hybrid Monthly Meetings  That means one meeting with two audiences. One audience at the 
library. One audience on Zoom. All participating in the same meeting. Every member will have 
the option of which audience they wish to join. We have successfully tested our technology to 
produce such a hybrid meeting and will begin offering that option once we can comfortably use 
the Large Meeting Room again at 10 AM on the third Friday of each month. Until then we’ll 
continue on Zoom. 

Monthly Coaching Sessions  Back in late 2019, we launched our Q&A program in partnership 
with the Bainbridge Public Library to provide help with genealogy for anyone interested at drop-
in sessions at the library. In early 2020, we moved to the Large Meeting Room. Then, Covid closed 
that option, and we moved the program online, where it continues. Once we can resume in-
person drop-in sessions we’ll do that with a completely refreshed program to help anyone learn 
how to develop their family history, whether a brand-new or experienced genealogist, member or 
non-member. Again, when possible, that will be on the second Monday of each month. 

BIGS at the Beach  Once we are able to again assemble in a group, and when the weather allows, 
we are planning to celebrate with BIGS at the Beach. The rise of the Delta variant caused us to 
cancel our attempt last month, but we will not give up! We are confident that at some future date 
we’ll be able to have that get-together, and it can’t come soon enough! 

So, you can see that we are more than ready to meet in person. Until that’s possible we’ll keep 
Zooming along and doing everything we can think of to continue to serve our membership 
during this trying time.
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Planning ahead- 
October is Family History Month. For many years BIGS 
has decorated the Bainbridge Library’s lobby display 
cases. Contact Sue Hassenmiller with ideas, a discovery 
made during the lockdown, or thoughts on any subject 
we could display visually. (BIGS will cover the display 
expenses.) 

Have you been missing BIGS 
emails? 
When you joined BIGS, your email address was added to our two email groups.  
The first, BIGS@googlegroups.com allows all members to receive official society emails, including this newsletter.  
The second known as BIGSNet, bigsnet@googlegroups.com allows members to receive member-to-member communications of genealogy information, hints and help.  
If you have changed your email address since joining, you may not be receiving BIGS emails.  Members can unsubscribe from either email list at any time or can request a change of email address. Email Holly to update your email address and preferences. 

?? GOT GENEALOGY 
TECHNOLOGY QUESTIONS ?? 

JOIN BIGS SKILL BUILDING 
SEPTEMBER 10 

For our September 10th Skill Building, we 
will have a live on-line session with 

Thomas MacEntee who will answer your 
questions about using technology for 

genealogy. Before becoming involved in 
genealogy, Thomas spent over 25 years in 

the information technology field. 

• Do you have questions about: 
Genealogy software?  

• Purchasing equipment such as a 
scanner, printer, or external hard 
drive?  

• Moving to "the Cloud"?  

What other technology questions do you 
have? Send your questions to Betty Wiese 

before September 8th. 

From the 2015 BIGS 
Newsletter
Tip of the Month
Sometimes we can get in our own way 
when trying to make progress with our 
research by assuming we know 
something. Ask yourself "what if this 
assumption isn't correct?" It may help to 
step back and put it aside. You may 
even break down your brick wall. 

When conducting genealogy research, don’t forget the 

site stevemorse.org.  
It contains unique tools for finding immigration records, 

census records, vital records, plus help with calendars, 

maps, foreign alphabets, and numerous other 
applications. It often enables you to access other websites 

in a more robust way than the tools on the website 
actually holding the records. 

Membership: If you or someone you know is thinking of joining BIGS, they can join for the rest of 2021 for just 50% of the normal 
$35 annual dues.  

Fill out the form on our website.  

mailto:BIGS@googlergroups.com
mailto:BIGS@googlergroups.com
mailto:BIGS@googlergroups.com
mailto:BIGS@googlergroups.com
mailto:BIGS@googlergroups.com
mailto:bigsnet@googlegroups.com
mailto:bigsnet@googlegroups.com
mailto:bigsnet@googlegroups.com
mailto:bigsnet@googlegroups.com
mailto:bigsnet@googlegroups.com
mailto:hollyardinger@gmail.com
mailto:hollyardinger@gmail.com
mailto:hollyardinger@gmail.com
http://stevemorse.org
http://stevemorse.org
http://stevemorse.org
http://stevemorse.org
mailto:%20%20suzyh1943@gmail.com
mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
https://bigenealogy.org/join-us/
https://bigenealogy.org/join-us/
https://bigenealogy.org/join-us/
https://bigenealogy.org/join-us/
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Zooming around Washington and Abroad 

Create an Effective Genealogy Research Plan 
Eastside Genealogical Society 
Lisa Lisson    
Thursday, September 9, 2021   7 – 9 PM via Zoom  
Check the EGS website during the week of the meeting for Zoom link.  

Find Your Germanic Ancestor’s Village on Maps 
Eastside Genealogical Society German Interest Group 
Dorothy Pretare 
Friday, September 10, 2021    12:30-2:30pm via Zoom  
Visit website at https://egsgermangroup.wordpress.com/ to request Zoom link no later than 2 
days prior to the meeting. 

Genealogical Proof for the Everyday Genealogist 
Annette Burke Lyttle 
Saturday, September 18, 2021  10:00-12:00 
Register in advance for this Zoom meeting. 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAkd-CtqDIrHNaVmOZf2VyJNCgiisd2djKi  

Genealogy and Social History: Know your Ancestors 
A free Zoom conference from the U.K.; Bainbridge time is 2 AM! Saturday, Sep 25, 2021  
From the Register of Qualified Genealogists    
https://www.qualifiedgenealogists.org/2021-conference 
Topics include researching your criminal ancestors and “Lying Bastards”: the impact of 
illegitimacy on the records that our ancestors leave behind. I contacted this society and was told 
they are “recording some sessions or providing video content on other talks. These will be made 
available to anyone on our YouTube channel for about a month after the conference.” 

Seattle Genealogical Society 2021 Fall Seminar  
Saturday, October 16, 2021, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm.  Details soon. 
Speaker Ari Wilkins specializes in African American genealogy and research, with a focus on 
North Carolina and Louisiana. 

https://eastsidegenealogicalsociety.org/
https://egsgermangroup.wordpress.com/
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAkd-CtqDIrHNaVmOZf2VyJNCgiisd2djKi
https://www.qualifiedgenealogists.org/2021-conference
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Family Tree Webinars 

September is Webtember at Family Tree Webinars with many more zooms being 
released every Friday. Check their website for registration. 

Your DNA Questions Answered Live with Diahan Southard 
Diahan Southard  September 1 

Notes and Documents of Free Persons of Color 
Anita Wills   September 3 

Tracing Your 20th Century English Ancestors 
Paul Milner   September 8 

Recent updates to MyHeritage's historical record search engine 
Mike Mansfield   September 14 

Were they Orphans at all? DNA and the Orphan Train: Finding Kathryn’s Family 
Nancy Gavin Koester  September 15 

A Toboggan Ride Through Canadian Records, eh! 
Lianne Kruger   September 17 

Federal Records Relating to Rivers and Canals 
Pamela Boyer Sayre, CG, CGL September 21 

Cluster Research: Using Groups of People to Find Your People 
Robyn Smith   September 22 

The new and improved Legacy Family Tree Webinars website 
Geoff Rasmussen  September 28 

Beginning Ukrainian Genealogy 
Michelle Chubenko  September 29 

Visit familytreewebinars.com for times and to sign up.  
Non-members can watch free for one week following the live webinar.

Your newsletter was edited by Susan Palmer and designed by Lori Gibson

http://familytreewebinars.com
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