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Notes from 
the 

President

Update on BIGS 
Business 

At our November Board 
meeting, the proposed 
revisions to our Bylaws were 
unanimously approved.  That 
means it is now time to share 
the changes with you, our 
members. You will be 
receiving an email from me 
shortly with a copy of the 
Bylaws. The changes are in 
colored ink so you can zero 
in on those. If you have 
questions about these 
changes, please contact me 
or any of the Board 
members. We will be asking 
for a vote at our January 
meeting; we need two-thirds 
of the members attending 
the meeting to approve the 
changes in order to finalize 
the process.  

BAINBRIDGE ISLAND 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

December 2021 Newsletter

BIGS History 
Each month this year in the newsletter I’ve included 
one item from our archives. This month I’ve reprinted 
an article from the Bainbridge Island Review 
announcing the organization of BIGS in 2004 by 
longtime islander Mij Woodward. Sadly, Mij died in 
2019, but BIGS lives on. 

    Susan Palmer 
    Editor 

Finding faces in the past 
By Rhonda Parks Manville Staff Writer 
December 26, 2004  Bainbridge Island Review 

Mij Woodward organizes a group for those interested in 
learning genealogy. 

Mij Woodward comes by her passion honestly, when you 
look at her family tree. 

She’s a writer and a storyteller. And, using investigative 
reporting skills passed down from her parents – the late, 
legendary Bainbridge Review publishers Walt and Mildred 
Logg Woodward – she’s uncovered some fascinating tales 
about an eclectic bunch: her own ancestors.  

“It takes a strange one to be so interested in the dead,” 
Woodward laughed, adding that she adores old graveyards. 
“But I find it fascinating, and I have since my 20s, when my 
mother gave me a lot of material” on her forebears.  



BIGS December 2021

Bainbridge Island Genealogical Society Page 2

November Programs 

Jill Morelli, a favorite 
presenter in these parts, 
came twice in November to 
speak with us. Our Second 
Friday Skill Building SIG was 
a chance to learn about the 
“Genealogical Proof 
Standard According to 
Sherlock Holmes.” Jill put on 
her deerstalker hat and took 
what could have been a 
‘reasonably exhausting’ 
lecture and turned it into an 
engaging review of the five 
steps to the genealogical 
proof test. Would your tree 
pass the test? If you haven’t 
yet seen the presentation, 
you can check it out for 
another week or so using the 
link to the Zoom recording 
that Betty Wiese sent out to 
all members. 

For our monthly program, Jill 
returned with the story of the 
Orphan Train Movement. 
Focusing on the 46 Orphan 
Train riders that arrived in 
Hamilton County, Iowa in 
1890, Jill provided a look at 
what became of several of 
these children. Once again, 
you should have received a 
link to the recording, this 
time from Sylvia, that will be 
good until our next monthly 
meeting. Even if you don’t 
have an ancestor that was 

Along the way, she’s run into many islanders on similar 
quests to unearth their family’s past, including Arlene 
Hetherington, whom she met one day at the library. 
Together, they decided it was time to form an island 
genealogy group, which will meet for the first time in 
January.  

“I just can’t get enough of the old island history,” said 
Woodward, whose father’s kin came from Scotland, and her 
mother’s from Sweden. Anyone who has come across Logg 
Road or Woodward Middle School knows her family’s roots 
run deep on the island. She grew up on Wing Point, with 
relatives at Fletcher Bay and Rolling Bay. Her mother was 
born near Wilkes School and, after the couple settled here 
and bought the local newspaper in 1940, they made history 
by being the only West Coast editors to take a stand against 
the internment of Japanese American residents during 
World War II.  

But that’s fairly modern history. Mij Woodward has explored 
the lives of relatives stretching back hundreds of years.  

The amateur genealogist’s historical research has turned up 
juicy tales of love, heroism and tragedy as riveting as any 
fiction. But these are stories being written as quarterly 
journals for the family, her six children in particular. “It’s a gift 
to them, and a gift to me,” said the expressive Woodward, 
who lives at an Eagle Harbor marina with her husband, 
Orville Eide. “I love finding out about my ancestors and I am 
so interested in my roots.”  

The journal due out in spring is about relatives involved in 
the Salem witch trials – including one poor soul who was 
hung. A future volume will detail the foibles of randy clan 
members, including a Massachusetts fellow who was 
sentenced to a whipping in Springfield’s town square, more 
than once, for his libidinous exploits. Future writings may 
focus on the family activists, such as the member of 
Vermont’s underground railroad who helped slaves to 
freedom; or on the family’s women, one of whom ran a ferry 
service all by herself after her husband passed away. It’s plain 
that Woodward delights in her findings; the stories spring to 
life as she tells them. With her six children now grown, she 
has more time to dig for nuggets of family history in libraries 
and through historical documents, such as Confederate and 
Scandinavian records. She has bumped into many 
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Monthly Meetings 
Zoom links will be sent to all members  

and posted on our website. 

Sharing stories of our ancestors 
Friday, December 17, 2021 10:00 AM via Zoom 

Facilitator: Sylvia Nelson 
Pour yourself a cup of holiday cheer and  

join your fellow BIGS members for a fun journey to the past. 

Are You Really My Ancestor? 
Friday, January 21, 2022         10:00 AM via Zoom 

Presenter: Claire Smith 
Claire will focus on proving your family line by analyzing evidence and resolving 

conflicting information. 

Bainbridge enthusiasts at the local and Seattle libraries, 
which got her to thinking: Why not start a genealogy group 
on the island? Why not help each other, share resources, 
swap tales?  

“It’s fun, and I’d like to get to know others on the island 
doing this work,” she said, noting that there will be so much 
to share, “it might be hard to get a word in edgewise.” 

* * * * * 

The Bainbridge genealogy group’s first meeting will be at 10 
a.m. Jan. 21 at the Bainbridge Island library. Organizer Mij 
Woodward says the group will share information about 
writing and researching methods; make trips to the National 
Archives and other genealogy libraries in the area; and host 
guest speakers. Those wanting more information can….  

directly involved, it is a story 
worth hearing. And, you may 
learn something by seeing 
how Jill went about her 
research. 

Happy Holidays to all! 

Andy Hoskins 
President 
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Great Britain Special Interest Group 
Zoom link was sent to all members on 11/27/21. 

Friday, December 3, 2021  10:00 via Zoom 

Co-facilitators: David Cosman and Betty Wiese 
Everyone with Welsh, Scottish or English ancestral interests is invited to join us,  

and any other BIGS members are welcome too.  
We will share our discoveries, brick walls and other topics of interest.  

Skill Special Interest Groups  Second Fridays at 10:00 AM 
Zoom links will be sent to all members. 

Exploring My Heritage’s DNA Tools 
Friday, December 10, 2021         10:00 AM  via Zoom 

Co-Facilitators: Joleen Aitchison, David Cosman, Susan Hassenmiller, Betty Wiese 
Hear from others and share your questions and insights about using DNA tools from 

MyHeritage.com.  
There will be time for questions and to hear what DNA topics you would like to include in 2022 

meetings.   

You Are Your Own Teacher - so what is your lesson plan for 2022?  
Friday, January 14, 2022   10:00 via Zoom 

Facilitator: Betty Wiese 
Which blogs, books, webinars, conferences, meetings, etc. will you explore to improve your 

knowledge or skills or become a better genealogist?  
What tips can you get from other BIGS members?  

Bring your thoughts and questions to the January Skills SIG and hear what others are thinking. 

http://myheritage.com/
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And from the BIGS 
newsletter archives - 

December 2014 
“I'm very excited to tell you about the 
new special interest group, Skill 
Building, that begins in January!”  

The Kitsap Regional Library system has 
added a valuable resource to their genealogy 
offerings: Fold3.  

An Ancestry.com property, Fold3 provides US 
and some foreign military records, photos, 
and stories of those who served in the military. 
Go the library website, krl.org, click research, 
scroll down to Genealogy, enter your 
Bainbridge library card number, and start your 
research. 

KRL is still offering the library version of 
Ancestry.com through December 31, 2021 
and you can use any valid Washington state 
library card to get a card to the Sno-Isle library 
and use their library version of My Heritage.

KEEPING UP – DNA 
 From Joleen Aitchison 

Well, speaking of ‘keeping up,’ shall we talk 
about DNA? This is definitely an ever-
changing, evolving topic. Most of us who have 
had our DNA tested and try to use it in 
furthering our family lines have our favorite 
sites for doing that. Those sites offer good 
information, but there are other resources 
available to help us, thank goodness! Quickly 
checking out these blogs, and others, for 
updated DNA information and good 
explanations, will definitely help us ‘keep up.’ 
Here are just a few. 
·        The Genetic Genealogist 
·        DNA-explained-Genetic Genealogy 
·        The DNA Geek 
·        DNA Painter

BIGS LOGO 

Early on, BIGS asked 
students at Bainbridge 
High School to create 
a logo for us. Student 
John Kreuter 
developed the winning 
design which we are still using today. He 
combined strands of DNA with our official 
name and abbreviation. John’s prize was a one 
year BIGS membership.

http://krl.org
https://www.sno-isle.org/get-a-library-card/
https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/
https://dna-explained.com/
https://thednageek.com/blog/
https://dnapainter.com/blog/
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Zooming for Genealogy  

Seattle Genealogical Society 
Go West! A homestead case study 
Barbara Coakley 
Saturday, December 11, 2021 1:00 PM via Zoom 
Register in advance. 

Utah Genealogical Association 
Google My Maps: Visualizing Your Ancestors Lives  
Linda Debe 
Thursday, December 16, 2021 6:00 PM PST via Zoom 
Register in advance. 

The Villages Genealogical Society (Florida) Zoom seminar  
Cyndi Ingle of "Cyndi's List" 
Wednesday, February 23, 2022  6:00 AM PST - 12:30 PM PST 
Register $30  

Membership  
Renewal 

Hope you all got your renewal form in 
the mail. If not, you can mail your check 
directly to:  

Bainbridge Island Genealogical Society   
P.O. Box 135, Rollingbay, WA   
98061-0135 

Annual dues remain $35 individuals 
    $50 families   

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZErde-qpjIqHdFxtuKu237gdbFWwooT3O1r
https://ugagenealogy.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_1LluPTzrQtG-CUSEe78kJg?timezone_id=America/Los_Angeles
https://vgsfl.org/cpage.php?pt=210
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Family Tree Webinars 

DNA TESTING 
The Top Ten DNA Do's and Don'ts! 
Michelle Leonard  Wed, Dec 1, 2021 

PLACES AND ETHNICITIES 
Documenting Families or Communities Lost in the Holocaust by Bullets 
Ellen Kowitt   Wed, Dec 8, 2021 

MYHERITAGE 
A MyHeritage Webinar Series webinar 
MyHeritage Webinars  Tue, Dec 14, 2021 

METHODOLOGY AND SKILLS 
Navigating the NARA Website 
Julie Miller, CG, CGL  Wed, Dec 15, 2021 

PLACES AND ETHNICITIES 
O CANADA 
Effective Use of England’s National Archives Website 
Paul Milner   Fri, Dec 17, 2021: 

BCG 
METHODOLOGY AND SKILLS 
Uncovering Immigrant Origins Through Cluster Research 
Dana Palmer, CG, CGL  Tue, Dec 21, 2021 

DNA TESTING 
Our Neanderthal Genetic Ancestry 
Ugo Perego, PhD, MSc  Wed, Dec 22, 2021 

Click title to sign up. Non-members can watch free for one week following the live webinar.

Your newsletter was edited by Susan Palmer and designed by Lori Gibson

https://familytreewebinars.com/upcoming-webinars/?category=dna
https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/the-top-ten-dna-dos-and-donts/
https://familytreewebinars.com/upcoming-webinars/?category=places
https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/documenting-families-or-communities-lost-in-the-holocaust-by-bullets/
https://familytreewebinars.com/upcoming-webinars/?category=myheritage
https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/a-myheritage-webinar-series-webinar/
https://familytreewebinars.com/upcoming-webinars/?category=methodology
https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/navigating-the-nara-website/
https://familytreewebinars.com/upcoming-webinars/?category=places
https://familytreewebinars.com/upcoming-webinars/?category=ocanada
https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/effective-use-of-englands-national-archives-website/
https://familytreewebinars.com/upcoming-webinars/?category=visit-www-bcgcertification-org
https://familytreewebinars.com/upcoming-webinars/?category=methodology
https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/uncovering-immigrant-origins-through-cluster-research/
https://familytreewebinars.com/upcoming-webinars/?category=dna
https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/our-neanderthal-genetic-ancestry/
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