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Notes from 
the 

President
January Monthly Meeting 

With January comes the 
required vote to amend our 
Bylaws. By now you should 
have had a chance to look 
over the changes that have 
been approved by the Board 
(see email dated December 
8th). We need to have our 
members approve the 
changes as well, with two-
thirds of those attending the 
January program voting to 
support the new Bylaws. So 
please plan to stick around 
after the presentation for the 
vote. 

Standing Rules 

In addition to our Bylaws, 
which provide the 
“constitution” for our 
organization, we have a set of 
“Standing Rules” that the 
Board creates to help in the 
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Members’ Corner 
Solving the Mystery of the Two Marriage 
Certificates 
By Holly Ardinger 

When I first realized my interest in genealogy, I quickly 
learned that my paternal grandmother was a treasure 
trove of information and she readily shared with me 
what she knew along with news clippings, family 
letters, books and photos of her relatives. Questions 
that came up were shared with her three sisters for 
answers and as a group separated by both geography 
(from California to Florida) and age (17 years between 
the oldest and youngest) they communicated often 
and seemed to be well-informed about their ancestors.  

One of my favorite photos from my grandmother 
showed her father, my great grandfather Charlie 
Murtagh, posed with his family when he was an early 
teen in the mid 1890s. He was the youngest child in his 
family and is standing on the right with his older 
brother James C. Murtagh standing on the left. 
Charlie’s parents were Mercy Blossom Murtagh sitting 
on the left and James X. Murtagh sitting on the right. 
The occasion of the photo was a visit from Philadelphia 
of Mary Murtagh (sister of James X.) who was sitting in 
the middle. There was an additional son in the family, 
Edward Murtagh, but he was 13 years older than 
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everyday business of BIGS. 
While the Bylaws are 
intended to be broad and 
allow for some flexibility, the 
Standing Rules are more 
detailed and specific. Once 
we have the Bylaws in place, 
the Board will work on 
polishing up the Standing 
Rules to reflect the changes 
that have occurred in the 
past couple years. Now that 
we meet via Zoom and have 
members that have joined us 
from off-island, we need our 
rules to reflect how meetings 
are held, which presentations 
are recorded, how voting is 
managed, and, well, you get 
the idea. So that’s next on the 
Board’s To-Do list. 

Need some help? Ask! 

While you are thinking about 
your genealogy goals for the 
new year, please remember 
that as a BIGS member you 
may ask for a mentor to help 
you. Maybe you haven’t been 
researching long and you 
would like some pointers, or 
you are using an online 
database and could use help 
getting the most out of it, you 
can talk with another 
member who knows their 
way around Ancestry, 
FamilySearch, etc. Or, maybe 
you find yourself spending a 
lot of time in one state or 

Charlie and working as a banker in another town at the 
time that this photo was taken. 

Although I knew Charlie when I was a child, I never 
knew the other people in the photo, so I was interested 
to fill in their history, starting with my great great 
grandparents, James X. and Mercy Blossom Murtagh. 
From written family history notes and a county history, I 
learned that James X. had come to the US from Ireland 
as a child with older siblings in the 1840s after their 
parents had died. As a young adult, he made his way to 
Iowa as a harness maker and found work at the only 
harness shop in the small town of Waverly (Bremer 
County) in about 1866. A year later, to the surprise of 
the townspeople, he married the shop owner’s 
daughter, Mercy Blossom, who at that time was 18 years 
old and twelve years younger than James X. 

During a search through microfilmed records at a 
Family History Center, the Bremer County marriage 
license record was located with a date of 7 May 1867. 
Mercy and James X. had five children all born in 
Waverly, Iowa (Bremer County):  Edward in 1868, Anna 
in 1871, Mary in 1878, James C. in 1880 and Charlie in 
1881. Both Anna and Mary died in infancy and were 
buried in a small cemetery in Waverly.  

The Murtagh Family
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While I was looking for other Murtagh family marriage 
records in Iowa, I happened on a second marriage 
record for Mercy Blossom and James Murtagh dated 10 
July 1875 also in Bremer County. While the first 
document showed that a license was issued, this second 
document indicated that both a license was issued and 
a marriage was performed. When I asked my 
grandmother for an explanation, she seemed genuinely 
surprised and hypothesized that they had lost their 
marriage certificate and needed it for something 
business related or church related. She had not heard 
any mention of a second marriage ceremony nor was 
this information contained in any of the family records. 

This mystery lay dormant for some time until I presented 
it at a session of the Bainbridge Island Genealogical 
Society Evening Discussion Group. The possibilities 
raised included a divorce or that the first marriage had 
not officially occurred or the marriage return had never 
been filed correctly with the county. Attendees 
discussed possible records (divorce, church, town, land, 
military) for me to search for clues as to why there were 
two marriage licenses. Newspapers were mentioned as 
a possible source of information about the family 
although I had searched through Newspapers.com and 
Newspaper Archive without success. However, Betty 
Wiese shared her success in finding her family 
mentioned in digitized old newspapers through library 
systems or archives local to where her ancestors lived. 
These involved small town newspapers not commonly 
found in other online newspaper sources and made 
available to the public through the work of a company 
known as Advantage Archives.* 

That night I did an online search and found that the 
Waverly, Iowa Public Library had some digitized 
newspapers of the right vintage to search without cost. 

To my surprise, I found the following article on page 8 of 
the Waverly Republican dated 15 July 1875 which gave 
me my answer. 

region, and you could use 
help from someone who 
knows their way around the 
Virginia resources or 
German church records. Just 
ask! Betty Wiese is BIGS' 
point person for mentor 
assignments and would love 
to hear from you. 

Happy New Year! 

Andy Hoskins 
President 

mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
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This solved the mystery of the second 
marriage record and although this was in 
the newspaper at the time, I wonder if the 
younger sons of Mercy and James X who 
were born five and six years later ever 
knew about the divorce and remarriage. 
Given the 17-year gap between my 
grandmother and her youngest sister, the 
13-year span for the children of Mercy 
and James X. was never considered 
unusual although now it is clear that the 
large interval between sibs was in part 
due to parental separation.  

I appreciate both the availability of 
historic community newspapers with their 
human interest articles which add to our 
family stories and the BIGS members who 

readily share their genealogy search 
experiences. 

I am also especially grateful for “Uncle 
Ed” (as the first son of James X. and 
Mercy Murtagh was referred to in later 
generations) who as a “bright little boy” 
apparently drew his parents back 
together in 1875. Had they remained 
apart, there would have been no younger 
sons and I would not be here today 
writing this story! 

*Advantage Archives contracts with community 
libraries across the United States to help preserve 
local documents such as newspapers and also 
make them accessible in a searchable digital 
archive. By searching online using the words, 
historic newspapers advantage archive plus the 
name of the state or town you are interested in, 
you may find a link to the available small town 
newspapers that you are interested in, but which 
are not available through other newspaper 
collections. As an alternative, Kenneth R. Marks 
has been tracking what newspapers are available 
through Advantage Archives (along with a variety 
of other newspaper resources) on his website, 
Ancestor Hunt (see https://theancestorhunt.com/
newspaper-research-links.html) 

https://theancestorhunt.com/newspaper-research-links.html
https://theancestorhunt.com/newspaper-research-links.html
https://theancestorhunt.com/newspaper-research-links.html
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Monthly Meetings 
Zoom links will be sent to all members  

and posted on our website the day before the meeting. 

Are You Really My Ancestor? 
Friday, January 21, 2022         10:00 AM via Zoom 

Presenter: Claire Smith 
Claire will focus on proving your family line by analyzing evidence  

and resolving conflicting information. 

The 1950 Census  
Friday, February 18, 2022  10:00 AM via Zoom 

Presenter: Thomas MacEntee 

Navigating Online Genealogy Databases:  
The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly 

Friday, March 18, 2022       10:00 AM via Zoom  
Presenter: Patti Hobbs, CG 
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Great Britain Special Interest Group 
Friday, January 7, 2022  10:00 AM via Zoom 

Co-facilitators: David Cosman and Betty Wiese 
Zoom link will be sent to all members. 

Everyone with Welsh, Scottish or English ancestral interests is invited to join us,  
and any other BIGS members are welcome too.  

We will share our discoveries, brick walls and other topics of interest.  

Writer’s Workshop  
Thursday, January 20, 2022  1:00 PM AM via Zoom 

 Zoom invitations will be sent out to members of the group.  
If you are interested in joining the workshop, please contact Andy Hoskins. 

Skill Building Special Interest Groups  
Second Fridays at 10:00 AM 

Zoom links will be sent to all BIGS members. 

You Are Your Own Teacher - so what is your lesson plan for 2022?  
Friday, January 14, 2022   10:00 AM via Zoom 

Facilitator: Betty Wiese 
Which blogs, books, webinars, conferences, meetings, etc. will you explore to improve your 

knowledge or skills to become a better genealogist?  
What tips can you get from other BIGS members?  

Bring your thoughts and questions to the January Skills SIG and hear what others are thinking. 

Where Did She End Up?  
Going local when an ancestor cannot be found online. 

Friday, February 11, 2022   10:00 AM via Zoom  
BIGS member Holly Ardinger will share a quest that took her to the resources  
of a local genealogical society. Members are encouraged to share their own  

research experiences using resources local to the ancestors. 

Tentative Topic: Making Progress on your own Brick Wall. 
Friday, March 11, 2022  10:00 AM via Zoom 

Facilitator: Betty Wiese 

mailto:andrea.kay.hoskins@gmail.com
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It’s that time again! 

RootsTech 2022 is all on-line again this 
year and completely free. 

March 3 - 5, 2022 

You can sign up now! 

(Sessions from 2021 are still available 
on-line now.) 

Membership  
Renewal 

It’s never too late. 
If you haven’t already done so, please 
mail your check to:  

Bainbridge Island Genealogical Society  
P.O. Box 135, Rollingbay, WA   
98061-0135 

Annual dues remain $35 individuals 
    $50 families   

Five-Minute Findings –  
  Birthday Ancestors 

From Joleen Aitchison 

Have you ever experimented to see 

what can be found about an ancestor in 

just five minutes? One fun thing to do is 

on any given day choose a relative 

whose birthday is that day. Open your 

favorite genealogy site and start 

searching. It’s that simple! You may find 

new sources. Maybe, you will find 

information to confirm what you already 

knew. Maybe, you’ll find some new 

clues. No matter what, it’s a great 

exercise. I dare you to stop at five 

minutes! 

https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/next/
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Zooming for Genealogy 
German Interest Group of The Eastside Genealogical Society 
Why German Church Records? Why Archion 
Maggie Hein 
Friday, January 7, 2022  12:30 PM PST 
Register at least two days early. 

Seattle Genealogical Society 
Understanding and Analyzing the UK Censuses 1801-2021 
Dr. Penny Walters 
Saturday, January 8, 2022  1:00 PM PST 
Register in advance. 

Eastern Washington Genealogical Society 
NARA Mythbusters: Your Family IS in the National Archives 
Judy Russell, The Legal Genealogist 
Saturday, January 8, 2022  1:00 PM PST 
Zoom link will be posted the day before the meeting. 

I'm Dreaming Of……………. 
It’s December 31, 2022 you are sipping your 
favorite seasonal drink, reminiscing about what a 
great year 2022 has been; what might you be 
saying about your Genealogy 2022 Journey?

One place to start: what would you like to say you learned how to do, or do better, or feel 
more confident about doing.  What presentation, class or webinar topics would you have 
enjoyed?  Which topics might have been inspiring?

Get ready to begin to answer those questions on January 14, 2022 at the BIGS Skill Building 
Special Interest Group where we start to build our own "lesson plans" for 2022.  We can be 
our own teachers by identifying a few specific topics or skills to learn about and possible 
resources to use.

Watch for an email to all members with more details and suggestions for things to be thinking about and to 
share at this meeting. 

https://egsgermangroup.wordpress.com/contact/
https://seagensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=67
https://ewgsi.org/eventListings.php?nm=283
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Old Mill Museum of Lindsborg, Kansas 
Beginning Swedish Research with Arkivdigital 
Kathy Mead 
Saturday, January 8, 2022  7:00 AM - 2:00 PM PST 
Information and registration  $50 

Eastside Genealogical Society 
Researching in England Using the Internet 
Godfrey and Merry Ellis  
Thursday, January 13, 2022  7:00 PM PST 
Watch for the Zoom link. 

Whidbey Island Genealogical Searchers 
Preserving Family Heirlooms 
Lisa Oberg 
Tuesday, January 18, 2022   1:00 PM PST 
Register at least two days early. 

Eastern Washington Genealogical Society 
Plain Quakers - Colorful Lives 
Lori Lee Sauber 
Saturday, February 5, 2022  1:00 PM PST 
Zoom link will be posted the day before the meeting. 

Seattle Genealogical Society 
Who Owned Solomon? A Case Study of 19th Century African American Research 
Janice Lovelace, Ph.D. 
Saturday, February 12, 2022  1:00 PM PST 
Register in advance. 

Whidbey Island Genealogical Searchers 
Western Overland Trails 
Steven W. Morrison 
Tuesday, February 15, 2022  1:00 PM PST 
Register at least two days early. 

The Villages Genealogical Society (Florida) Zoom seminar  
Cyndi Ingle of "Cyndi's List" 
Wednesday, February 23, 2022  6:00 AM PST - 12:30 PM PST 
Register $30  

https://www.oldmillmuseum.org
https://gmcnayblog.files.wordpress.com/2021/11/egs-godrey-ellis-flyer.pdf
http://www.whidbeygensearchers.org/data/meeting-flyers/220117-Flyer-LisaOberg-r1.pdf
https://ewgsi.org/eventListings.php?nm=283
https://seagensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=67
http://www.whidbeygensearchers.org/data/meeting-flyers/220215-Flyer-StevenMorrison.pdf
https://vgsfl.org/cpage.php?pt=210
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Family Tree Webinars 
Click title to sign up.  

Non-members can watch free for one week following the live webinar. 

The Only Thing You Need to Know About DNA and Genealogy 
Diahan Southard  Jan. 5, 2022 

Researching during the slave era (1817-1865) 
Dr. Shelley Viola Murphy Jan. 7, 2022 

DNA Labels 
Ran Snir   Jan. 11, 2022 

They Drew A Crooked Line and Formed a Border 
J. Mark Lowe, FUGA  Jan. 12, 2022 

Using Historical Fiction and Social History to Support Your Narrative 
Beth A. Stahr, CG  Jan. 18, 2022 

An Additional 50 Websites Every Genealogist Should Know 
Gena Philibert-Ortega  Jan. 19, 2022 

Mexican Catholic Parish Records, Part I: Baptisms, Confirmations & Burials 
Colleen Robledo Greene, MLIS Jan. 21, 2022 

Les nouvelles collections françaises sur MyHeritage 
Elisabeth Zetland  Jan. 25, 2022 

New Records on MyHeritage 
Mike Mansfield   Jan. 25, 2022 

An Introduction to Tracing your Greek Ancestry 
Gregory Kontos   Jan. 26, 2022 

Education in Australia 
Cathie Sherwood  Jan. 31, 2022 

Your newsletter was edited by Susan Palmer and designed by Lori Gibson

https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/the-only-thing-you-need-to-know-about-dna-and-genealogy/
https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/researching-during-the-slave-era-1817-1865/
https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/dna-labels/
https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/they-drew-a-crooked-line-and-formed-a-border/
https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/using-historical-fiction-and-social-history-to-support-your-narrative/
https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/an-additional-50-websites-every-genealogist-should-know/
https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/mexican-catholic-parish-records-part-i-baptisms-confirmations-burials/
https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/les-nouvelles-collections-francaises-sur-myheritage/
https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/new-records-on-myheritage-2/
https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/an-introduction-to-tracing-your-greek-ancestry/
https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/education-in-australia/
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