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Notes from 
the 

President
BIGS Business 

BIGS secretary, Holly 
Ardinger, has taken on the 
role of Chair of the 
Nominating Committee. With 
the help of BIGS members 
Joleen Aitchison and Susie 
Wood, Holly will be reaching 
out to members as the 
committee pulls together a 
slate of officers and directors 
for our Annual Meeting in 
April. You should have 
received an email from Holly 
letting you know the current 
needs for the board. Please 
give some thought to how 
you might help. 

At our January meeting, we 
received unanimous support 
for the proposed changes to 
our Bylaws from our voting 
membership. In the next 
months, your Board will be 
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This past December, when 
BIGS members had an 
opportunity to “Bring Your 
Ancestor to Life,” I presented 
the story of my 4 X great 
grandfather Jehiel Stewart. 
Jehiel had been a minuteman 
during the early days of the 
Revolutionary War. He had kept a daily journal that offered 
one of the few first-hand accounts of taking part in the Siege 
of Boston, and, later, fighting in the Battle of Valcour Island, 
in Lake Champlain, with the Northern Army, under the 
command of Benedict Arnold. The journal is one of the 
treasures that I have uncovered with my research. But there 
is another side to this story, also worth the telling, and that is 
the story of how Jehiel’s journal came to be among the 
pension records in the first place. 

On July 4, 1836, more than 50 years after the end of the war, 
Congress passed legislation which provided that a widow of 
veteran who qualified for benefits under the 1832 Act, could 
claim his benefit if she was married to the veteran during 
the term of his active service in the Revolution, and 
remained unmarried after his death.  

At the age of 77, Rachel Williams Stewart, with the 
assistance of a trusted friend and neighbor, Joseph Ellis, 
began her application for a widow’s pension. But it would 
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working on how to 
implement the changes. We 
will be looking at developing 
a number of committees to 
support our key areas of 
work, including membership, 
education, programs, 
outreach and 
communications. There will 
be a variety of opportunities 
for you to get involved and 
help guide BIGS forward. 

BIGS is a volunteer 
organization of about 100 
members. We are successful 
because members share the 
workload, offering their 
energies and ideas to keep 
BIGS relevant and vital. Is this 
the year that you have time to 
contribute? We can help you 
find the job that is right for 
you.  

Thank you! 
Andy Hoskins 

President 

take multiple affidavits, along with the testimony of three of 
her sons, her sister, and several community members, to 
convince the government that Rachel had been married to 
Jehiel at the time of his service. Initially, Rachel submits a 
page from her husband’s journal that records the date of 
their marriage. But 
according to the 
Pension Board, the date 
“appears to have been 
altered” which puts into 
question whether she 
was truly married to 
Jehiel when he was 
actively in service. 
Ultimately, she submits 
the entire journal. Of 
the 123 pages in the 
pension file for Rachel, 
65 images are of her 
husband’s open journal, 
showing left and right 
pages at once. The 
pages are not easy to 
read, lacking 
punctuation, with many 
errors and inconsistencies 
in spelling, one page bleeding through to another, etc. The 
other 58 pages are affidavits, testimony, letters of support 
and inquiry, that would ultimately secure Rachel the pension 
that was due her.  

State of New York, Sullivan County  
On the 23rd day of September 1837, personally appeared before me, 

Cornelius Cochran, a justice of the peace in and for the county of 
Sullivan, one Rachel Stewart aged 77 years, who being first duly 

sworn according to law doth on her oath make the following supplemental 
declaration in order to more fully explain the time of her marriage to 

Jehiel Stewart and his services in the war of the Revolution…  

My husband, Jehiel Stewart, was in the service before we 
were married in the year of 1775. I believe he entered the 
service in 1774 as a soldier in Captain John Ferguson’s 
company.  I have heard him say this, and others have as well.  

Wedding attire circa 1776 as 
depicted in “Outlander”.
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After we were married, Jehiel enlisted again 
and served once more under Captain 
Ferguson. He was gone from home with the 
northern army about five months or more. 
While he was away, I moved into my father-in-
law’s home and remained with him until Jehiel 
returned. When he finally came home, I 
begged my husband not to go again. I was so 
much concerned about him while he was 
gone that I could not bear to have him gone 
again.  I persuaded Jehiel to hire a substitute 
to serve out his time. He did find someone to 
take his place, and we gave the man two or 
three suits of clothes, a pair of silver shoe 
buckles and some money, I think about 40 
dollars.   

Before we married, my name was Rachel 
Williams. I was 16 years old and my 
husband was 10 or 11 years older when 
we were married by a Presbyterian 
priest by the name of Aaron Baskum. 
About nine years ago, I gave my son 
William Warren Stewart a writing book 
of my husband that had our marriage 
recorded in it. I got the book back from 
my son and gave it to my neighbor 
Joseph Ellis who had offered to help me 
apply for a pension. He sent it to 
Washington with a further declaration 
which I made before Judge Garvey. I 
have seen the record of our marriage often 
and it always appeared as the date of January 
7th, 1776 and I know this to be correct. My 
husband died on March 19, 1813, and I have 
remained a widow ever since. 

Rachel’s sister, Hannah Horton, who attended 
her wedding submits testimony as to the time 
and place: My sister Rachel lived with our 
father, Peter Williams, in Norwich, Berkshire 
County, MA. I was visiting my father’s home in 
the forepart of January 1776 and saw my sister 

married to Jehiel Stewart, by a Presbyterian 
clergyman. 

Attempts are made to secure a marriage 
record from the Presbyterian church in 
Norwich, but despite a “diligent search,” the 
church could find no such record, admitting 
that their records were quite incomplete for 
the time in question. 

Rachel’s son Peter provides an explanation for 
the condition of the pages, writing: My 
father’s book was often wet during his lifetime 
in consequence of the house leaking, being 
covered with bark for a roof. 

In 1840, Joseph Ellis writes to the Pension 
Board, making the case for urgency in 
approving the application.  Sir, if you will have 

the goodness to re-examine her papers once 
more carefully it will be very gratifying to the 
old lady. She is an old lady who is much 
advanced in years, and much esteemed as a 
Christian and for her good morals. She tells 
me that she has to labor hard in her old age to 
support herself. She likewise has a cancer on 
her face which I think will soon put an end to 
her existence. If by a careful examination of 
her papers you should find her entitled to a 
small pension it will be very gratifying to the 
old lady and to all her friends and neighbors. 
Please answer me soon as convenient… 

The page taken from Jehiel’s journal on which he 
recorded his wedding: January 7, 1776 
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Monthly Meetings 
Zoom links will be sent to all members  

and posted on our website the day before the meeting. 

The 1950 Census: Are You Ready?  
Friday, February 18, 2022  10:00 AM via Zoom 

Presenter: Thomas MacEntee 

On 1 April 2022 the National Archives will release 150 million names. Thomas will talk 
about the differences in this census and how we can get ready to access it. 

Navigating Online Genealogy Databases:  
The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly 

Friday, March 18, 2022       10:00 AM via Zoom  
Presenter: Patti Hobbs, CG 

Five years, and a pile of affidavits later, Rachel 
was finally found eligible for a pension of 
$42.11 per annum. It wasn’t until March 1841, 
at age 81, that Rachel received a payment of 
$210.55, for the five years since the congress 

approved a pension for widows in 1836. And, 
as a result of her efforts to prove the timing of 
her marriage, Jehiel’s journal was preserved 
in our National Archives, waiting to be 
discovered. 
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Skill Building Special Interest Groups  
Second Fridays at 10:00 AM 

Zoom links will be sent to all BIGS members. 

Great Britain Special Interest Group 
Friday, February 4, 2022  10:00 AM via Zoom 

Co-facilitators: David Cosman and Betty Wiese 
Zoom link will be sent to all BIGS members. 

Everyone with Welsh, Scottish or English ancestral interests is invited to join us,  
and any other BIGS members are welcome too.  

We will share our discoveries, brick walls and other topics of interest.  

Writers’ Workshop  
Thursday, February 24, 2022  1:00 PM via Zoom 
All current Workshop members will receive a link via email. 

If you would like to join the conversation, please email Andy Hoskins and request a link. 

Where Did She End Up?  
Going local when an ancestor cannot be found online. 

Friday, February 11, 2022   10:00 AM via Zoom  
BIGS member Holly Ardinger will share a quest that took her to the resources  
of a local genealogical society. Members are encouraged to share their own  

research experiences using resources local to the ancestors. 

Brags and Bricks: Members Working Together 
Friday, March 11, 2022  10:00 AM via Zoom 

Group Conversation facilitated by Education Chair Betty Wiese 
Informal conversation to share your recent genealogical successes and get help with your 

puzzles and brick walls. If you would help outlining your genealogical puzzle to share 
with the group, please feel free to contact Betty at bettywiese@comcast.net. 

Please come just to listen and enjoy hearing from other members. 

mailto:andrea.kay.hoskins@gmail.com
mailto:bettywiese@comcast.net
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It’s that time again! 
RootsTech 2022 is all on-line again this year and completely 

free. 
March 3 - 5, 2022 

You can sign up now! 

Five-Minute Findings – Hints 
 From Joleen Aitchison 

Using the hints offered by the various genealogy sites is a great way to find information and 

documentation quickly. 

On Ancestry.com, if you have a tree, simply click on the green leaf from the tree view. From a 

person’s profile page, click on ‘Hints’ and start working your way down the list. 

On FamilySearch.org, anywhere you see a small blue icon that looks like a document, there is a 

record hint. They may be found on your home page, on your tree view, or in the menu items on 

a person’s profile page under ‘Research Help.’ 
MyHeritage.com offers ‘Discoveries.’ You can access them from the top menu. Check out the 

options. The discoveries come from a variety of sources. 

Even five minutes can help strengthen the integrity of your family research. 

 

MyHeritage has improved the color restoration 
process they introduced last year. Black and white 
photos can be colorized and faded color photos, 
restored. Anyone can process 10 photos for free. 
The original photo is undamaged, but the new 

colorized photo will have a MyHeritage watermark 
logo on the bottom of the photo. Complete plan 

subscribers of MyHeritage can colorize an 
unlimited number of photos and they will not have 

a visible watermark. 

https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/next/
https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/next/
https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/next/
https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/next/
https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/next/
https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/next/
https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/next/
https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/next/
http://ancestry.com/
http://ancestry.com/
http://ancestry.com/
http://ancestry.com/
http://familysearch.org/
http://familysearch.org/
http://familysearch.org/
http://familysearch.org/
http://myheritage.com/
http://myheritage.com/
http://myheritage.com/
http://myheritage.com/
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Zooming for Genealogy 
The German Interest Group of the Eastside Genealogical Society 
Using Family Search to Find German Records 
Janet O’Conor Camarata 
Friday, February 4, 2022   12:30 PM PST 
Request a Zoom link at least two days before the meeting. 

Eastern Washington Genealogical Society 
Plain Quakers - Colorful Lives 
Lori Lee Sauber 
Saturday, February 5, 2022   1:00 PM PST 
Zoom link will be posted the day before the meeting. 

Stillaguamish Valley Genealogical Society 
Going Wayback: Using the Internet Archives in Your Research 
Daniel Earl 
Tuesday, February 8, 2022   1:00 PM PST 
Zoom link posted. 

Seattle Genealogical Society 
Who Owned Solomon? A Case Study of 19th Century African American Research 
Janice Lovelace, Ph.D. 
Saturday, February 12, 2022   1:00 PM PST 
Register in advance. 

Jewish Genealogical Society of Washington 
Alien, Enemy, Declarant - Grief: Learning from Missteps in the Naturalization Process 
Emily Garber 
Monday, February 14, 2022   6:00 PM PST 
Check for updates and Zoom link. 

Whidbey Island Genealogical Searchers 
Western Overland Trails 
Steven W. Morrison 
Tuesday, February 15, 2022   1:00 PM PST 
Register at least two days early. 

The Villages Genealogical Society (Florida) Zoom seminar  
Cyndi Ingle of "Cyndi's List" 
Wednesday, February 23, 2022   6:00 AM PST - 12:30 PM PST 
Register $30  

https://egsgermangroup.wordpress.com/contact/
https://ewgsi.org/eventListings.php?nm=283
https://stillygen.org/eventListings.php?nm=41
https://seagensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=67
https://jgsws.org
http://www.whidbeygensearchers.org/data/meeting-flyers/220215-Flyer-StevenMorrison.pdf
https://vgsfl.org/cpage.php?pt=210
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Family Tree Webinars 
Click title to sign up.  

Non-members can watch free for one week following the live webinar. 

Your newsletter was edited by Susan Palmer and designed by Lori Gibson

Education in Australia 
Cathie Sherwood   Tue, Feb 1, 2022 

CensusGenie: Down to the Wire 1950 Census Prep 
Dear MYRTLE (Pat Richley-Erickson) Wed, Feb 2, 2022 

The Trifecta: The Secret Sauce of Researching the Formerly Enslaved 
Nicka Smith    Fri, Feb 4, 2022 

What’s New in the MyHeritage Photo World 
Tal Erlichman    Tue, Feb 8, 2022 

Researching in Colonial New England 
Ann G. Lawthers, Sc.D.  Wed, Feb 9, 2022 

It Goes with the Territory! Find Your Ancestors in Pre-statehood Records 
Alice Hoyt Veen, CG   Tue, Feb 15, 2022 

The perfect back up plan for you: Backblaze 
Andy Klein    Wed, Feb 16, 2022 

Genealogical Gold in British Columbia 
Dave Obee    Fri, Feb 18, 2022 

Printing Charts and Books on MyHeritage 
Uri Gonen    Tue, Feb 22, 2022 

From Piles to Files: Organize Your Genealogy 
Teresa Steinkamp McMillin, CG Wed, Feb 23, 2022 

Exploring the new 1921 UK Census 
Paul Milner    Tue, Mar 1, 2022 

https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/education-in-australia/
https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/censusgenie-down-to-the-wire-1950-census-prep/
https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/the-trifecta-the-secret-sauce-of-researching-the-formerly-enslaved/
https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/whats-new-in-the-myheritage-photo-world/
https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/researching-in-colonial-new-england/
https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/it-goes-with-the-territory-find-your-ancestors-in-pre-statehood-records/
https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/the-perfect-back-up-plan-for-you-backblaze/
https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/genealogical-gold-in-british-columbia/
https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/printing-charts-and-books-on-myheritage/
https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/from-piles-to-files-organize-your-genealogy/
https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/exploring-the-new-1921-uk-census/
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