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May 2022 Newsletter

MEMBERS CORNER 
FROM MOTHER TO DAUGHTER 

BY JOLEEN AITCHISON 

In our family, there is a strong and influential maternal heritage. 
It seems to begin with Margaret Jane Orr, my third great-
grandmother. Margaret was born in Ontario, Canada, in 1833, to 
Irish immigrant parents. By 1859, when Margaret married John 
Topping, she was living in Wisconsin. John entered the Union 
Army to serve in the Civil War in 1861. At that time, they had one 
daughter and Margaret’s son from a previous marriage. John 
visited his family one time during his service, tenderly 
expressing his love for them. Tragically, John was killed at the 
Battle of Antietam in September 1862. Five months before his 
death, my second great-grandmother, Virginia Caroline 
Topping, was born. She was given her name at her father’s 
suggestion in a letter to Margaret. I have often thought of the 
difficulties Margaret likely endured as she lost her husband after 

such a short time and carried on raising her three children. I 
marvel at the strength and determination she would have 
needed. She never remarried. 

Amazingly, Virginia had an incredible love and respect for the 
father she never met. She had a gift for writing and preserved 
her father’s legacy through the written word, including a 
touching poem tribute. Virginia was known as Ginny, and we are 
told she was a suffragette and had ‘wide wegs.’ (Legs!) After her 
family moved to Page County, Iowa, Ginny married Charles 
Clark Morgan in 1881. Five children were born to Ginny and 
Charlie in Iowa: four sons and one daughter, my great-
grandmother Maud May. They moved to a homestead in Gove 
County, Kansas, in 1893. Charlie’s mother also lived with them. 

Margaret Jane Orr

Virginia Caroline Topping
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In 1908, our independent grandmother was divorced from 
Charlie. She spent a great deal of her time traveling through 
several states working various jobs. In 1921 she was in the 
‘small village’ of Bellevue, Washington. When she died in 1928, 
she was living on a ranch west of Boise, Idaho, near one of her 
sons. Her strength of character is a thing of legends in our 
family. There are several descendants named Virginia and 
Caroline, including my own mother. 

Maud May Morgan, born in 1884, traveled with her mother and 
brothers to the Kansas homestead by train from Iowa. Maud 
lived to the age of 90 in the vicinity of that homestead. In 1905, 
she married Freddie Bemiss. They operated a number of small 
businesses and lived in a variety of homes, including a hotel in 

Grinnell, Kansas. The couple raised nine children: five sons and 
four daughters. My grandmother, Luella Mae, was the eldest of the daughters. Maud worked 
for the local newspaper for many years and loved to quilt. Many traditions have come through 
to current generations including her cobbler recipe and the notion that if you complained 
about a meal you got to do the dishes! We often say, ‘it’s just the way I like it.’ Grandma Bemiss 
was well-known, well-loved, and highly respected in her family and community. Her steadiness 
and love were the glue that held her family together. 

When Luella was born in 1916, times were difficult for the Bemiss family. They were living on a 
farm outside of town, but my grandma had fond memories of her childhood. ‘Lu’ and her 
brothers played several instruments. Sometimes, they hired out to play at dances and parties. 
She loved to dance the Irish jig. In fact, we thought we were practically full-blood Irish ourselves 
because of her love of all things Irish! Lu married Carl Avery in 1935. They had three children, 
the oldest of whom is my mom, Virginia Gayle. This marriage ended in divorce, but Gram 
remarried in 1940 to my remarkable Gramp, Howard Epps. 
Their two children complete the family. In about 1944, they 
moved from Denver, Colorado, to Seattle, where Gram passed 
away in 1988. Her positive attitude and twinkling eyes are just 
a part of her loving legacy. 

We can add four straight-line female generations from Luella 
to my granddaughter, Tessa Caroline. Each and every one of 
us looks up to these strong women who went before us and 
paved the way through difficulties unique to their own lives. 
Margaret started it; the others built on it. My grandma, Lu, 
wrote the following poem for her own mother. I believe each 
of us can relate with the sentiments expressed therein. Happy 
Mother’s Day to all the mothers and those who mother.

Maud May Morgan

Luella Mae Bemiss
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Your hands may be wrinkled,
And calloused and hard,
As you smooth out the cares of the day,
But your touch is tender and loving and 
kind,
As I kneel by my bedside to pray.

Your dress may be faded,
And soiled a wee bit,
and a hole's covered up with a patch
of some other color, or some other kind;
You don't seem to mind they don't even 
match.

Your shoes are run over;
The soles are worn thru,
But your step falters not thru the day
As you walk and you work for
the ones that you love,
And only "more work" is your pay.

But your hair is so lovely,
Your smile is so sweet,
Your eyes beam with light
that's divine;
So I don't ever think of your 
hands, dress and shoes;
I'm so proud, mother dear, you
are mine!

Notes from the 
President 

Out Playing!

Mother Dear 
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Monthly Meetings 
Zoom links will be sent to all members  

and posted on our website the day before the meeting. 

How’d You Find That?!? Tips for Locating Obscure or Hidden Records 
May 20, 2022     10:00 via Zoom 

Presenter: Cari Taplan, CG 
Obscure and hidden records are “out there” that can solve tough problems.  

How do you find them? Hear tips and methods for finding these records. 
Areas we’ll explore range from miscellaneous loose papers to university archives,  

plus the many digital book collections now available. 

The Emotional Roller Coaster of 
DNA Testing 

June 17, 2022  10:00 AM via Zoom and hopefully in person too 
Presenter: Janice Lovelace, Ph.D. 

 DNA testing sounds like fun but what happens when the returning results are  
unexpected and cause emotional ups and downs?  

How do you handle previously unknown relatives?  
What about unexpected parentage, including donor conception?  

How do you react to non-responsive matches? 

Researching Your Ancestral Place 
July 15, 2022 10:00 AM via Zoom and hopefully in person too 

Presenter: Claire Smith 
Learn how to build place guides, find resources to research the 

history, geography  
and culture in the time and places your ancestors lived. Learn where 

to find  
historic maps, boundary changes, local history information, and 

more. 

Skill Building Special Interest Groups  
Zoom links will be sent to all BIGS members. 

Great Britain Special Interest Group 
Friday, May 6, 2022  10:00 AM via Zoom 

Everyone with Welsh, Scottish or English ancestral interests is invited to join us,  
and any other BIGS members are welcome too.  
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 Transitions at BIGS 

New board Directors were elected at our April Monthly Meeting. 

Officers: 
President: Andrea Hoskins 

Vice President: Larry Noedel 
Treasurer: Joyce Oswald 
Secretary: Holly Ardinger 

Directors: Sue Hassenmiller, Sylvia Nelson, Susan Palmer and Betty Wiese 

New newsletter team is taking over. 
Joleen Aitchison and Susie Wood 

Lori Gibson remains as Newsletter Publisher and Website Administrator. 
Please consider writing a member story, book review or article in 2022. 

As usual, we will share our discoveries, brick walls and other topics of interest.  
In addition we will discuss presentations we viewed at RootsTech, identifying those we found 

informative as well as those to avoid. 

Stories from the 1950 Census / 
 Imagining the Future of the Skill SIG 
Friday, May 13, 2022  10:00 AM via Zoom 

A two-part group conversation facilitated by Larry Noedel, pinch-hitting for Betty who will be 
enjoying a bit of time away in Europe. In Part 1, members will share stories about their finds or 

their indexing experiences with the 1950 census. Part 2 will be devoted to a discussion of 
thoughts about the future of the Skill SIG and reactions to some possibilities. 

Tips / Tricks - Database Searching 
Tuesday, June 7, 2022   7:00 PM via Zoom 

(Note this is a different day and time than usual) 
Members share search tips and strategies for database and other genealogy searches.  Joleen 
Aitchison will open with Ancestry and FamilySearch Card Catalog search tips.  All members are 

invited to share  old favorites or new ideas from the March 18th program by Patti Hobbs 

Disaster Preparation for our Family History Material 
Saturday, July 9, 2022   10:00 AM via Zoom 

(Note this is a different day than usual) 
Guest Speaker Tracy Rebstock, Washington State Archives, will share ideas about protecting our 

records, deciding what to save, and resources to use. 
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Make It Quick – 
 From Joleen Aitchison 
Back to Basics – Family Group Record 
After first entering our ancestors’ names into a pedigree chart, we 
begin to add more information about them and their family 
members. This additional information is shown on a form called a 
family group record, sometimes called a family group sheet. In 
references to older research, you may see the acronyms FGR or FGS 
to represent these forms. 
Most websites present family group information in some version of a 
family group record on the profile view of an individual. Our local 
database programs (Family Tree Maker, RootsMagic, etc.) also 
present this view. We can see the data for the individual, their 
parents, their spouse(s), their children, and more expanded dates, 
places, and sources. Using the family group record as a reference 
point for research allows us to see multiple generations of a family at 
a glance, helping us identify the completeness of our records. Added 
to the backbone pedigree chart, we have a much broader view of our 
family history.

S-K-I-L-L   B-U-I-L-D-I-N-G   N-E-W-S   F-L-A-S-H 
Save the dates June 7 (Tuesday) at 7:00 PM and July 9 (Saturday) at 10:00 AM; these are 

special dates to allow more members to participate. 

Come to the regularly scheduled Skill SIG on Friday, May 13 at 10:00 AM (via Zoom) to share 
your ideas and interests for the future of Skill Building, along with your discoveries and stories 

from the 1950 Census. 

NOTE:  The updated 
membership list was recently 

mailed out.   
If you didn't receive it, contact 
BIGS Secretary Holly Ardinger, 

hollyardinger@gmail.com 

Keep in touch.

DNA Ditties 

Mitochondrial DNA testing analyzes 

material present in both males and 

females that is inherited only from the 

mother and through the maternal line 

(mothers to daughters) 

mailto:hollyardinger@gmail.com
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Your newsletter was edited by Joleen Aitchison, Susan Palmer and Susie Wood and designed by Lori Gibson

Zooming Around 
Eastern Washington Genealogical Society 
Building a Credible Lineage, Despite Missing Information, Conflicting and Incorrect Records, and 
Undocumented Publications      A hybrid meeting 
Thomas W. Jones, PhD, CG Saturday, May 7, 2022   1:00 - 3:00  PM PST 
Check their website for more information. 

National Genealogical Society 
2022 Family History Conference - Our American Mosaic 
In Sacramento and online too. May 24-28, 2022 
Check for the topics and prices. 

Seattle Genealogical Society - 2022 Spring Seminar - via Zoom 
Lands and Maps and Deed, Oh My! Friday-Sunday June 3-5 
Cindi Ingle, Angela Packer McGhie, I Rebecca Whitman Koford, Melinda Kashuba, and Kimberly Powell. 
Join for one presentation or all.  

https://www.ewgsi.org/eventListings.php?nm=283#er584
https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org

