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BAINBRIDGE ISLAND 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

June 2022 Newsletter

MEMBERS CORNER 
MY MEMORY OF JACOB STREET 

BY PAT MURRAY-SCOTT 

Pat's Prompt Response to her daughter asking:    
"What Store Do You Remember From Your Childhood?"  

In the photo above, numbering of the houses begins on the right and goes up the hill. A three 
story house with a flat roof and two chimneys, #1200 Jacob Street, stands on the right corner of 
the photo. Next door is #1210, a smaller, red-roofed house with three upper story windows in a 
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rented house where my grandparents lived, 
and where they raised four daughters. 
Grandma Emma Cain’s house.  

When I was little, Jacob Street seemed quite 
steep and long to me, and the three houses 
beyond 1210? I never saw anyone enter or 
leave those houses. But the house at the top? I 
memorized that house at the top of the hill. In 
the photo above you can just make out the 
numbers “22” on edge of the building… 
#1222 Jacob Street, on the corner of Jacob 
and Thirteenth Street.  

See the iron railing on the stairway going up 
to Thirteenth? The staircase and its rail hides a 
doorway to a tiny basement “mom and pop” 
convenience store in the house #1222.  Before 
the 1950’s, America’s cities had hundreds of 
convenience shops; in some cities a few free-
standing buildings have been saved, but the 
majority, like 1222 Jacob: a basement room in 
the homeowners’ house, exist only in old-
timers’ memories. The people at #1222 
stocked candy, gum, sweets, and simple 
staples like milk, eggs, butter, bread, a little 
fruit and some canned items, cigars and 
cigarettes, just enough for nearby neighbors.   

The excitement was all mine, the oldest 
grandchild, entrusted with a fistful of change, 
to go to the corner store all by myself, up the 
hill to the end of the block, where cement 
steps with metal rail bannisters went up to 
someplace way over my head, and where I 
was never to go alone. 

A dank, shadowy walkway between building 
and the forbidden stairway led to a door 
below the numbers “1222.” Take two steps 
down, open an undersized door into a low-
ceilinged room that rocked me with waves of 
fragrances, a mixture of familiar basement 
odors and the sweetness of fruit, cookies and 
candy. I really wanted to walk around the 
baskets of fruit, to read the labels on shelves, 

but that wasn’t done in a “mom and pop” 
store. “Self-service” wasn’t a phrase yet in our 
culture. Every shopper in a “mom and pop” 
handed her list to the proprietor behind the 
counter, and waited and visited with others 
while the items were gathered. I could only 
watch, fill my head with as many ideas as 
possible, and wonder. And then, “Come right 
home!” The doorway, the many fragrances, the 
closeness of the room, even the counter 
where the lady would give me a piece of 
candy (a secret, of course), all that has never 
left me.  

When I was very small, Grandma Emma’s 
kitchen had a wood burning cook stove and 
an ice box, and some foods were delivered. 
Milk bottles appeared in a wire basket on that 
tiny front porch. “Careful! Don’t kick the 
basket!” An iceman in a dilapidated, flat-bed 
truck delivered a block of ice, hoisted on his 
shoulder through the hall and dining room 
into the cramped kitchen. Hot days we loved 
the chunks of ice he handed to us. Even into 
the 1940s, a vegetable man came to 1210 
Jacob Street in a horse-drawn cart. The careful 
ticky-tacky sound of horse’s hooves on the 
cobble stones as the old man let his horse 
pick his way down the bumpy slope told us he 
was coming.  

Jacob Street has come into the modern world. 
World War II splintered life at 1210 Jacob 
Street as great historical events do, and the 
family migrated in various directions. Today 
Grandma Emma’s house is gone. A recent 
satellite view of the 1200 block of Jacob 
Street, Wheeling, West Virginia, shows a paved 
street, concrete sidewalks, and six empty lots. 
But that makes no mind to me. For my lifetime, 
Jacob Street has filled my imagination, setting 
color and context to the literature and drama I 
love; a sweet memory.  
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Hybrid Is Happening! 
If all goes as planned, our monthly 
program for June will be a hybrid meeting. 
On June 17th, at 10:00 AM those 
interested in meeting in person will finally 
be able to come together at the 
Bainbridge Library, while those who wish 
to attend via Zoom will be able to join in 
wherever they may be. Our speaker is 
Janice Lovelace, and her presentation is 
titled “The Emotional Roller Coaster of 
DNA Testing.” Janice will be coming to us 
on Zoom. For those of you attending in 
person, we ask that you please wear a 
mask. 

New Editors Onboard 
I am pleased to report that BIGS members 
Joleen Aitchison and Susie Wood have 
agreed to be our newsletter editors now 
that Susan Palmer has taken on the role of 

Program Chair. Our society is lucky to have 
volunteers like Joleen and Susie willing to 
dive into a new challenge and ensure that 
the newsletter continues as a service to 
our membership. Thank you both! 

June Board Meeting 
The BIGS Board chose not to meet in May 
as multiple members were traveling and 
scheduling was a challenge. Our next 
meeting is scheduled for Thursday, June 
9th at 10:00 AM via Zoom. Remember that 
as a BIGS member you are welcome to sit 
in on a board meeting. You just need to 
request a Zoom invitation by contacting 
me. 

Andy Hoskins 

Notes from the President

mailto:andrea.kay.hoskins@gmail.com
mailto:andrea.kay.hoskins@gmail.com
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I embarked on the adventure of reading this New Yorker-
reviewed book mostly for fun. Who wouldn’t want to join a 
member of the British Society of Mudlarks as she minutely 
examines the muck of the Thames foreshore to uncover 
traces of London’s past inhabitants? A more apt analogy to 
genealogy research would be hard to find. 

Maiklem takes us on a journey from the tidal head of the 
Thames downriver to the estuary. This means the books is 
organized geographically rather than chronologically. At 
each of thirteen locations she focuses on a few specific 
types of artifacts that can be found there, illuminating 
selected aspects of daily life over the centuries—what the 
artifacts were used for, how they came to London, how they 
ended up in the Thames. As we do in genealogy research, 
she finds tiny hints, learns the back stories with the help of 

museum professionals or other searchers, preserves and carefully documents and 
organizes her finds. This creates a carefully edited narrative with several story arcs, rather 
than an overwhelming list. It is an interesting approach that could be transferred to a 
genealogy write-up. Along the way she describes her own life’s journey--how mudlarking 
satisfies a need for quiet personal space in a big city. We also meet some of the people 
who share her obsession and passion. 

This book kept my attention from the story about the printer who in 1911 bequeathed his 
personally created type fonts to the Thames so his rival couldn’t misuse them, to the final 
episode about bottles collected at some personal risk among the shifting tidal islands in 
the estuary. 

Kitsap Regional Library has two copies, including one at Bainbridge. 

BOOK REPORT 
Submitted By Mary Ferm 

MUDLARK: IN SEARCH OF LONDON’S PAST ALONG THE RIVER 
THAMES 

By Lara Maiklem 
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Monthly Meetings 
Zoom links will be sent to all members  

and posted on our website the day before the meeting. 

The Emotional Roller Coaster of 
DNA Testing 

June 17, 2022  10:00 AM via Zoom and hopefully in person too 
Presenter: Janice Lovelace, Ph.D. 

 DNA testing sounds like fun but what happens when the returning results are  
unexpected and cause emotional ups and downs?  

How do you handle previously unknown relatives?  
What about unexpected parentage, including donor conception?  

How do you react to non-responsive matches? 

Researching Your Ancestral Place 
July 15, 2022 10:00 AM via Zoom and hopefully in person too 

Presenter: Claire Smith 
Learn how to build place guides, find resources to research the history, geography  

and culture in the time and places your ancestors lived. Learn where to find  
historic maps, boundary changes, local history information, and more. 

Back to Basics - Research Cycle 

The Research Cycle is a useful tool for 
any genealogist, whether you’re on 

your fourth generation or fourteenth. 
This is just one example. When you’re 

feeling overwhelmed with data, or 
spread too thinly trying to find out 
everything about everyone all at 

once, this cycle will help you refocus. 
Begin at the top and work your way 

through. Sometimes, we just need to 
step back and regroup!
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Skill Building Special Interest Groups  
Zoom links will be sent to all BIGS members. 

Great Britain Special Interest Group 
Friday, June 3, 2022  10:00 AM via Zoom 

Everyone with Welsh, Scottish or English ancestral interests is invited to join us,  
and any other BIGS members are welcome too.  

As usual, we will share our discoveries, brick walls and other topics of interest.  

Tips / Tricks - Database Searching 
Tuesday, June 7, 2022 7:00 PM via Zoom 
(Note this is a different day and time than usual) 

Members share search tips and strategies for database and other genealogy searches.  Joleen 
Aitchison will open with Ancestry and FamilySearch Card Catalog search tips.  All members are 

invited to share  old favorites or new ideas from the March 18th program by Patti Hobbs 

Disaster Preparation for our Family History Material 
Saturday, July 9, 2022 10:00 AM via Zoom 

(Note this is a different day than usual) 
Guest Speaker Tracy Rebstock, Washington State Archives, will share ideas about protecting our 

records, deciding what to save, and resources to use. 

FLAG DAY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:   Flag Resolution of June 14, 1777 stated 
“Resolved that the flag of the United States be made of thirteen stripes, alternate red 
and white; that the union be thirteen stars, white in a blue field, representing a new 
Constellation.” 
The flag went through changes, with more stars and stripes added as new states 
joined the Union.  In 1818 Congress decided that the number of stripes should be 
fixed at 13, and only new stars added.  The current US flag has been used the 
longest of any version, and has been the same since 1960.
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Your newsletter was edited by Joleen Aitchison and Susie Wood and designed by Lori Gibson

Zooming Around 
Seattle Genealogical Society - 2022 

Spring Seminar - via Zoom 
Lands and Maps and Deed, Oh My!

Friday-Sunday June 3-5 
Cindi Ingle, Angela Packer McGhie, I 
Rebecca Whitman Koford, Melinda 

Kashuba, and Kimberly Powell.  
Join for one presentation or all.  

DNA Ditties 
Y-DNA refers to DNA from the Y-chromosome, which only men possess, and consequently is inherited through the paternal line. As the Y-chromosome is only present as a single copy, Y-DNA changes more slowly through generations than does autosomal DNA (DNA from the 22 paired, non-sex chromosomes). Consequently, Y-DNA can be used to trace paternal ancestry over many hundreds to tens 

of thousands of years. 

Father's Day is a holiday honoring 
fatherhood and paternal bonds, as 
well as the influence of fathers in 
society. Father's Day was founded 
by Sonora Smart Dodd and 
celebrated on the third Sunday of 
June for the first time in 1910.

“PAT’S PROMPTS” 
A NEW addition to our newsletter! 

Calling All "I Don't Know What To Write About" people.  
While attending our BIGS Writer’s Workshop, I listened to our own Pat 
Murray-Scott share about her daughter giving her prompts as a way of 
Pat sharing her personal history. I had heard of writers prompts many 
years ago, when my cousin shared his writings with me. I realized that 
responding to a prompt is an easier way for me to share some of my 

history. Joleen and I think it might ‘prompt’ one of you to send a creative 
answer too.   

“We would love to feature your stories in future newsletters!” 

"Which ancestor would you most like to meet for dinner?" 
Send response to: Got2boys@hotmail.com or bonnefamille@gmail.com 

mailto:Got2boys@hotmail.com
mailto:Got2boys@hotmail.com
mailto:Got2boys@hotmail.com
mailto:Got2boys@hotmail.com
mailto:bonnefamille@gmail.com
mailto:bonnefamille@gmail.com
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