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BAINBRIDGE ISLAND 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

July 2022 Newsletter

MEMBERS CORNER 
MON FRANCAIS FANTASTIQUE COUSIN 

 BY JACK HAGEL

An only child, raised until age 10 by my mother and a more or less absentee father, and then, 
from age 12, by her and a stepfather, I had very little interest or knowledge of my paternal 
lineage. I was dimly aware of two much older half-sisters—my father’s daughters from his first 
marriage—but after my parents’ divorce, we didn’t stay in touch. Looking for meaning at 21, I 
dedicated myself to a religious cult and, regretfully, distanced myself from my dear mother for a 
time. 

Once I abandoned the impractical idea of saving the world, I returned to it, out of step and 
impoverished, but now married and with two lovely children. I awoke from my crusading 
idealism with a curiosity about my place in the world and from whence I came. I reconnected 
with my mother, Hedy. Mother filled me in on her roots and became an integral part of our 
growing family. However, in ’97 she passed away. 

I reached out to my older half-sisters, who were receptive 
and generous. From them I learned about my father, as both 
the younger man who raised them and as an elderly man, as 
he had lived near them following my parents’ divorce. I 
learned that my father, Henry Meltzer, had died in ’91. I only 
saw him once in the 27 years following the divorce. 
Although he was a ne’er do well, I had my family, my sisters, 
and my passionate curiosity. That’s the background that led 
me to locate my French cousins. 

My wife, Haruyo, and I had two children, who left the nest in 
the Oughts. We had established a stable business, still 
operating today. In recent years, we finally had the luxury of 
sufficient time to delve into genealogy. With the help from 
my son’s mother-in-law, I was introduced to some of the Hedy and Henry wedding day 



BIGS July 2022

Bainbridge Island Genealogical Society Page 2

methodology of family research. My first 
pursuit was my paternal lineage. What we 
knew of my father, Henry, was that he 
emigrated from Kovel, a shtetl in central 
Ukraine, as a young man, married and had two 
daughters, divorced, re-married my mother, 
had me, and stepped out of our lives when I 
was ten. Before she died, Mom told me that 
my father had two brothers, Jacob and Lucien, 
for whom I was named. 

From research, we learned that Henry was 
born in 1895 and immigrated in 1913. His 
marriage to my mother, Hedy, was in 1953 
when he was 57. She was a naïve and fresh-
faced immigrant from Vienna, just 22-years-
old. She didn’t realize their age difference 
until they had to sign the marriage certificate. 
Today when I tell people that my father was 
born in the 19th century, or that my sister is in 
her ‘90s, they find it hard to believe. 

We learned that both of his brothers had also 
immigrated to the US. They died in the 1940s. 
While researching the older brother, we came 
upon a letter written in 1922, addressed to 
someone who appeared to be a sister living 
overseas. Theretofore, neither I nor my half-
sisters had any idea that our father might have 
had a sister. Henry had never mentioned her. 

In time, I found other clues to the likely 
existence of this aunt who lived in Ukraine. 
The first reference to her was in my mother’s 
baby book of my first months and years. Then 
I found a reference to a relative in France, 
Andre—my father’s cousin—whom we visited 
once when I was three; supposedly he’d been 
a decorated Resistance fighter. My quest led 
me to JewishGen’s website, where one can 
search by surname within a geographical 
location, even small townships and shtetls. 

There I found a match with a Frenchman, to 
whom I sent an email and then waited. 

A few days later, this Frenchman, Serge 
Osville, responded, but with hesitance and 
wariness. After establishing our relative bona-
fides, we were able to confirm that we are 
indeed cousins. We opened-up to each other; 
Serge in his ebullient, vivacious, and charming 
way. 

Here is the connection. My father, Henry, did 
indeed have and older sister, Bertha, or Batya, 
who remained in the old country to care for 
their parents. She had married a Russian, 
Saviel, or Saul, Ossipov, around 1902, and 
they had four children. By the 1930s, all the 
children had migrated to France. To date, we 
do not know what became of Batya and Saul, 
nor of the parents Batya remained behind to 
care for. Those days were tumultuous times 
(WWI and the Russian Revolution) and there 
are stories yet to be discovered. 

Of the four Ossipovs, now Osvilles, only two 
survived WWII: Andre and his brother, Simon. 
Simon married before the war and then 

Andre (Wonya) Ossipov 
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became a POW in Germany for four years. A 
few years after his release, Serge (the 
Frenchman), and his sister, Elizabeth, were 
born in Paris. I located them in 2020, at the 
height of the pandemic. They are a few years 
older than I am, but apparently in fine fettle. 
They’re writing a book about their parents, 
chiefly amassed from letters from their 
parents. 

Serge has been a bit of a nomad. He had a 
career as a banker in numerous African 
countries, funding infrastructural projects and 
agricultural enterprises. He has a home 
outside Paris and a summer place in 
Luxemburg. He has a wonderful wife and a 
daughter who has a family near Montreal. Our 
entire family is intrigued and delighted by this 
discovery of a large branch of the family. We 
look forward to the times ahead of sagas spun 
under the stars as we unravel the mysteries of 
ancestors in other places and times. 

Meanwhile, with perspicacity and the 
genealogical tools we now have, we hope to 
find more branches, stems and leaves. 

Simon Osville w Madiline 

Serge and Brigitte 
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Success! 

Well, we did it!  We held our first hybrid 
meeting on June 17th, with about 15 
members meeting at the library, and 15 
members joining via Zoom. Our speaker, 
Janice Lovelace, came to us on Zoom and 
shared her presentation on “The Emotional 
Roller Coaster of DNA Testing.” Everyone 
could see and hear! We were able to field 
questions both from those who joined in-
person and those who joined online. We 
discovered a few minor adjustments we will 
need to make, but, all in all, things went well. I 
want to thank Larry Noedel for his 
determination and know-how that allowed us 
to pull this off. Thank you, too, to the team of 
BIGS volunteers that practiced and problem-
solved in advance of our meeting. 

Our next monthly meeting on July 15th will 
also be offered both in-person and online. 
Claire Smith will be coming to us via Zoom 
with her presentation “Researching Your 
Ancestral Places.” We do not have plans for a 
presentation in August, when we expect many 
of you will be too busy enjoying summer. 

Mixing it up 

Betty Wiese, Education Chair, is testing out 
some alternate days and times for our Skill 
Building SIGs to see what works best for our 
members. While typically held on the second 
Friday morning of the month, the June SIG 
was offered at 7:00 pm on a Tuesday; this 
month it will be held at 10:00 am Saturday 
morning, July 9th. Your feedback will help us 
plan – so please share your thoughts with 
Betty. 

There will not be an August newsletter, so see 
you in September! 

Andy Hoskins 
President

Notes from the President
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As the inheritor of family papers, on both sides of my family 
as well as my husband’s family, the boxes in closets in three 
houses haunt me. I have been looking for guidance on how 
to properly preserve fragile documents in a way that is do-
able and what to do with all the other stuff. (Starting by laying 
everything I had out on a table, as recommended by one 
webinar, was just never going to happen.) This book by 
professional archivist Margaret Note, exactly fits my needs. As 
a professional who has worked with private clients, she is 
authoritative but also reasonable in her expectations of what 
can be done by an amateur family historian. 

The author starts by asking us to consider what memories are 
important to the family, and then keeping that focus 
throughout the creation of the family archive. The chapter on 
what to keep, toss or give away was for me an eye-opener. 
The project becomes less imposing than the prospect of 
having to organize and preserve everything single thing I 
have. She also discusses displaying and sharing your 

archives, something that is not covered in other how-to sources I have read. After all, I would be 
creating the archive for future use. 

Note covers expected topics such as buying supplies, preserving 
papers, photos, scrapbooks and books, and digitization. The book 
is well-written, with helpful examples. I was alerted to the 
existence of this book by a review in a genealogical journal, and 
bought it online. 

BOOK REVIEW 
Submitted by Mary Ferm 

CREATING FAMILY ARCHIVES: A STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE TO SAVING 
YOUR MEMORIES FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS 

by Margaret Note (The Society of American Archivists: Chicago, IL) 2019; 170 pages 
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Monthly Meetings 
Zoom links will be sent to all members  

and posted on our website the day before the meeting. 

Researching Your Ancestral Place 
July 15, 2022 - 10:00 am via Zoom and in person. 

Presenter: Claire Smith 
Researching Your Ancestral Places -  Learn how to build place guides, find resources to research 
the history, geography and culture in the time and places your ancestors lived. Find out where to 

find historic maps, boundary changes, information about local history, and more. 

August 2022 no monthly meeting  

Researching Your Ancestral Place 
September 16, 2022 - 10:00 am via Zoom and in person. 

Presenter: Gena Philibert-Ortega 
WPA Historical Records Survey and YOUR Genealogy 

October 21, 2022 - 10:00 am via Zoom and in person. 
Presenter: Diahan Southard 

Looking forward to hearing from this premier DNA expert 

Skill Building Special Interest Groups  
Zoom link information will be sent to all members by email. Beginning with July 9th Meeting, (special date offering) we 
hope to be hosting in person at the Bainbridge Library as well as by Zoom. Watch for details before each meeting. In-

person attendees are encouraged to wear Masks. 

Disaster Preparation for our Family History Material 
Saturday, July 9, 2022, 10:00 am  via Zoom and hopefully in person at Bainbridge Library  

(Note this is a different day than usual) 
Guest Speaker Tracy Rebstock, Washington State Archives, will share ideas about protecting our 

records, deciding what to save, and resources to use. 

No August Skill Building  

Writing Our Family Stories 
Friday September 9, 2022, 10:00 am via Zoom and hopefully in person at Bainbridge Library 

Guest Speaker Carla Maitland, President of the Tennessee Genealogical Society, offers 
ideas, prompts, processes and words of encouragement to get us started on 

writing family stories. 
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DNA Ditties 
Why do siblings have different DNA? 

  
After all, we each have one copy of paternal and one copy of maternal chromosomes. The answer lies in 

understanding how the specialized gametes (sperm and egg) are generated by a process called meiosis. 
In this process the chromosomes pair up and are duplicated, but are also able to recombine, where the 
DNA “crosses over” from the paternal to the maternal chromosome and vice versa. The location at which 
the DNA crosses over is essentially random. Then the pairs of chromosomes pull apart and each gamete 
(sperm or egg) gets only one copy of each chromosome. So four gametes are generated from an original 
cell that has one pair of chromosomes, and each gamete is unique because of the random reassortment 

of maternal and paternal DNA that has occurred. So each of us inherits slightly different DNA. On average, 
siblings share about 50% of DNA with each other - perhaps surprisingly low. So testing DNA from multiple 

siblings (3 or more) will be necessary to get a full representation of their parents’ DNA. ~ David Cosman 

Back to Basics – Sources/Evidence 

It is SO important to have reliable sources for our family history research! Where did we 
get that information? Can we find it again? Is it reliable? Sourcing our data and creating 
citations can be daunting, for sure; but, being able to find that source document may be 
critical. We always hope to find primary source documentation - any document or evidence 
created, or recorded, at (or near) the time of the event; for example: a birth certificate, 
marriage record, or will. In addition, secondary sources can usually be found - any statement 
or record made some time after the occurrence of a given event, probably from personal 
memory, such as a death certificate and compiled records. These are also called collateral, 
circumstantial, and reported evidence. Many genealogy sites provide citations or the 
information for creating them. This link at Cyndi’s List offers a plethora of information about 
citing sources: https://www.cyndislist.com/citing/  

https://www.cyndislist.com/citing/%20%20
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My relative that I would most like to have dinner with would be 
SAMUEL CURWIN WARD.  He was my 4th Great Grandfather on my 
mother’s (Hattie Lorraine Ward) side.  He was not of great character or 
fame, being a drunk and sycophant, but was the yeoman and 
documentarian on the first pleasure cruising vessel in the modern era, 
Cleopatra’s Barge.  As if being a pleasure cruiser myself, not being 
enough reason for getting to know Sam, his historical account and 
flourishes of the nine months he spent on the Barge before his death 
on the vessel, I can’t even imagine. It would be interesting to say the 
least.   

As a side note, both the Curwins and Wards settled in Salem, 
Massachusetts in the 1630’s after setting anchor for their last times. 
~Orville (Ward) Johnson 

The ancestor I would most like to meet for dinner? Well, I thought it would be Mary Paxton. I’m 
curious of her strength in times of crisis and mourning.  Mary married Judge Thomas Walmsley 
and had 6 children while still living in England.  The Walmsley’s were a part of the William Penn 
movement.  On their trip to America smallpox took the lives of 3 of their children.  Two months in 
Byberry Pennsylvania Thomas died. Then I thought, if I only get one relative, I want to laugh 
giggle and share with my two sisters that left the planet way too early, young Janice Wood and 
Linda Pritchard. Letting Linda know how delightful her children and grandchildren are. ~Susie 
Wood 

Pat’s Prompts were introduced in our June newsletter, the 
first one being “Which ancestor would you most like to meet 
for dinner? Thought-provoking, isn’t it?  You’ll see a couple of 
responses below. If this month’s prompt gets you thinking, and 
maybe more importantly, writing, we would love to include 
your thoughts in our September newsletter.  
Send responses to bonnefamille@gmail.com or 
got2boys@hotmail.com.  

Cleopatra’s Barge

Our question this month is: 

“Which childhood vacation memory would you love to relive?” 

Where would you be? Who would be there with you?" 

Responses to: “Which ancestor would you most like to meet for dinner?

mailto:bonnefamille@gmail.com
mailto:got2boys@hotmail.com
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Zooming Around 

Heritage Quest Research Library Getting 
Started  
WHEN: July 7, 2022, 11:00 AM to 12:00 PM 
WHERE: ZOOM or in-person at HQRL (Please note that 
we are limited to 8 in-person attendees) 
SIGN UP: Come in: 1007 Main Street, Sumner, WA 
98390 
Call: 253-863-1806 Online: hqrl.com at the HQRL 
Store 

Congratula*ons	are	in	order	for	Andy	Hoskins	and	Larry	Noedel.	Both	have	
been	selected	by	BIGS	as	their	recipients	of	the	WSGS	Outstanding	

Volunteer	Awards.			
Our	organiza*on	is	a	beFer	one	for	their	enthusias*c	and	knowledgeable	

Your newsletter was edited by Joleen Aitchison and Susie Wood and designed by Lori Gibson

A huge thank you to all of our 

contributors!


